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RECOMMENDATION. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

A compilation, entitled "The Connecticut Town- 
Officer," by Samuel Whiting, Esq. has been submitted 
to the perusal and inspection of the subscribers. 

A well executed publication in the nature of a guide and 
assistant to the several town and society officers, in the 
discharge of their respective duties, wherein the Bcvqgti 
laws under which those duties arise, whether they reTM 
to the powers and duties of towns and societies, as corpo- 
rations, or those of the individual officers who are the im 
mediate agents, are placed in a connected view under i 
perspicuous arrangement, would, in our opinion, be par- 
ticularly and highly useful to the public. 

By bringing into one view the several laws applicable 
to any particular subject or duty, and also the several 
subjects and duties to which any particular " office hath 
relation ;" and combining with that view the directions 
and forms, which the details of the office may require, 
placed in alphabetical arrangement, the labours of the 
officer will be rendered comparatively easy, a more punc- 
tual observance of the laws secured, and correctness and 
perspicuity in the proceedings greatly promoted. The 
compilation above mentioned, the professed object of 
which is to supply the public with an aid of the foregoing 
description, appears to us to be so far calculated to answer 
the valuable end proposed, that we are induced to express 
our approbation of the same, and to recommend it to the 
attention and patronage of the public. 

ELIZUR GOODRCH, 
ASA CHAPMAN, 
SAMUEL B. SHERWOOD. 
August 19, 1813. 
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PREFACE. 



IN a government so highly republican as that of 
Connecticut, in which the people, in their primary capa- 
city, sustain so large a share in the administration of the 
laws, it becomes necessary that they be furnished with 
correct means of information and direction to which they 
can at all times, and on all occasions, conveniently resort ; 
and that the aids thus furnished, while they are of easy 
and cheap access, should be plain and intelligible to all ca- 
pacities. 

Laws passed from session to session of the legislature, 
as they relate to any particular subject, necessarily diffuse 
themselves into a great variety of titles, chapters and sec- 
tions, and there are not wanting instances in our statute 
book in which provisions, and those connected with the 
duties above alluded to, are with great difficulty to be tra- 
ced, even in the present greatly improved arrangement of 
the laws, by any particular, immediate, and obvious affini- 
ty, or connection between the subject, and the title under 
which they are to be found 

The edition of the StauNLaws, with its very copious in- 
dex, published by Hudson and Goodwin in 1808, and which 
is distributed in the several towns in the state, does in- 
deed furnish a valuable guide to the Town-Officer ; but 
considering the magnitude of that work, whereby it be* 
comes difficult, without great expence, to make it of suffi- 
ciently extensive and easy access ; that as comprized in 
the great body of the laws, the several duties of the same 
office, are frequently dispersed into a variety of titles, so 
as to embarrass the inexperienced enquirer ; and that 
from the indispensible brevity of legislative phraseology, 
the details of many of the duties enjoined, amd the con- 
struction of many forms necessary to be used, are left to 
the discretion of the officer, who may not always be able 
to supply them correctly ; it is presumed that the expe- 
diency of a work like the one now offered, if properly exe- 
cuted, will be acknowledged. 

A 2 
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The compiler is aware that a publication entitled " The 
Civil and Executive Officer's Assistant)" embraces some 
of the objects contemplated in this undertaking ; but as 
the duties of the Town-Officer are there noticed only as 
they may be connected with, or stand in relation to, those 
of the Civil Officer, it necessarily falls very far short of 
the claims of the former discriptiqn of public officers. 

So far as the following work relates to the powers and 
duties of Societies and their officers, it is believed that it is 
the only publication extant which furnishes any assist- 
ance to that class of public functionaries, other than the 
Statutes themselves. The subject of Schools, under 
the existing regulations in this state, embraced by this 
part of the work, is certainly a very important and inter- 
esting one ; and it is hoped that what is offered upon that 
.head, will prove particularly acceptable. 

It is presumed that the arrangement of the several 
parts and subjects will be found so natural and plain as to 
need little explanation : In Part i. the laws relating to 
Towns, as such, are recited as they relate to each subject, 
alphabetically ; the left hand page being headed with the 
general, and the right-hand with the particular subject. J 
In Part ix. the Officers of towns are arranged in the order j 
in which they stand in the Statute for their appointment 
The subjects to which their respective offices relate are 
given alphabetically, and the statutes either recited under n 
each subject, or referred to in Part x. The left-hand 
page is headed with the Officer whose duties are defined ; 
and the right-hand with the particular subject under con- 
sideration. 

The references to the Statutes of Connecticut) passed 
prior to October 1 808, are to the edition before mention- 
ed, which is distinguished as Book i. In citing those 
which have been passed since that period, so far as they 
had come to hand published in a form of regular succes- 
sion, by pages, as designed for a second volume, the re- 
ferences are made to that publication, as Book n. 
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Connecticut Town-Officer. 



PART I. 



THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF TOWNS. 

TOWNS, as they exist in New-England) are a spe- 
cies of communities in some measure peculiar to that 
portion of country. They are corporations created by 
the legislature, uniting for the management of their com- 
mon concerns and interests, all the inhabitants residing 
within certain local limits, defined in the act of incorpo- 
ration.* 

The following abstract from the statutes relating to 
towns, and their powers, privileges, and duties, with the 
occasional remarks whicn are interspersed, will afford a 
concise view of the subject now under consideration. 

An act relating to Towns and Town-Officers. 

§ 1. Beit enacted, &c. That the settled and approved 
inhabitants of every town in this state, qualified, and hav- 
ing estate as is hereafter in this act provided, shall have 
power to make such orders, rules and constitutions, as 
may concern the welfare of their town. Provided, they 
be not of a criminal, but of a prudential nature ; and that 
their penalties exceed not three dollars and t/iirty^four cents 
for one offence ; and that they be not repugnant to the 
Jaw* and orders of this state. 

§ 2. And i£j*ny inhabitant shall neglect or refuse to ob* 

* See a case cited in relation to corporation.* untax <H* 
h&d of Religious SocntJES } Part \\i. 
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serve, or shall any way transgress the same, the penal- 
ties appointed may be levied by distress, granted by an 
assistant or justice of the peace. 

§ 3. That the said sealed and approved inhabitants, 
qualified as aforesaid, in each respective town, shall some 
time in the month of [November, aa altered— or\ Decern-' 
ber, annually meet and convene together, upon notice 
given by the selectmen of each town, or such others as 
they shall appoint for that purpose ; and being met, shall 
choose a convenient numbtr, not exceeding seven, of . 
their inhabitants, able, discreet, and of good conversation, 
to be Selectmen, or Townsmen, to take care of and order 
the prudential affairs of their town : And also nominate 
and choose a Town-clerk, or Register (who shall enter and 
record all town votes, orders, grants, and divisions of 
lands made by such town, and all other matters and things 
which by law are, or shall be ordered to be entered and 
recorded in his office) also a Town-Treasurer, Constables, 
Surveyors of highways, Fence-viewers,*" Listers, such 
number as they shall judge convenient, Collectors of 
rates, Leather-sealers, Grand-jurors, Tything-raen, Hay- 
wards, Chimney-viewers, Gaugers, Packers, Sealers of 
weights and measures, Key-keepers, and other ordinary 
town officers. 

§ 4. And the Selectmen of each town shall forthwith 
after such choice, see that all those officers of whom and 
oath is by law required, be summoned and sworn to the 
faithful discharge of their respective offices and trusts. 

§ 5. And all votes, acts and orders in such town-meet- 
ing, shall be made by the major part of the qualified 
voters present in such meeting ; and being so made shall 
be deemed the vote, act or order of the whole. 

§ 6. That every person and persons, being duly chosen 
as aforesaid, to serve in any of the offices aforesaid, who 
shall refuse to serve therein, and to take the oath (if any 
by law be required) to that office belonging, if he be able 
in person to execute the same, shall pay the sum of Five 
dollars to the treasurer of the town where he or they be- 
long ; except such person or persons shall make it ap- 
pear that he or they is or are oppressed by such choice, 
and that others are unjustly exempted. Any one assist- 
aot or justice to hear and detfcra\ja*tYft*wcftfc. 
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§ 7. And every such officer, duly chosen by any town, 
ta aforesaid, having accepted (or not declared his refusal 
to accept) the office he is chosen to, and shall neglect the 
performance of the trust committed to him, and being 
thereof duly convicted before any one assistant or justice 
Of the peace, shall be fined according to the demerit of 
the cause, not exceeding two dollars and Jijty cent* for 
One CiTence. 

§ 8. And whereas qften-times sojourners, inmates, ycung 
mid other unqualified persons presume to deal, vote, and 
intermeddle with the public affairs of the towns where they 
Uve, and thereby disturb and intercefit the regular proceed' 
'ngs in town meetings ; which to prevent : 

Be it further enacted, That no person that is not a law- 
ul inhabitant, a house-holder, and that hath not a freehold 
sstate rated in the common list at nine dollars, or person- 
il estate in the said list at one hundred and thirty -four dol- 
krs, besides his person, and that is not of the age of twen- 
ty one years,* shall be allowed to vote, act, deal, or in- 
termeddle in any town meeting in the choice of officers, 
granting of votes, or any other town affairs ; and if any 
person or persons, not qualified as aforesaid, shall pre- 
sume to vote, act, deal, or intermeddle as aforesaid, con- 
rary to this act, every such offender shall forfeit the sum 
*F two dollars and fifty cents for every such offence, to be 
evied by distress and sale of the offender's goods. 

Provided always, That no freeman of this state shall 
>y this act be debarred or hindered from voting in any 
own meeting of that town whereto he belong, any thing 
*>ntained in this act notwithstanding. 

§ 9. Be it further enacted, That when there are any 
precincts or peculiars, so called, they shall in all respects 
Whatsoever, which have reference to state, ministers, or 
Mher rates, be in the same circumstances, and liable to 
like assessments, and under the power of the same offi- 
cers which the towns are, whtre said peculiars are by law 
ordered to be rated. 

" § 10. And be it further enacted^ That the town-clerks 
for the time being be, and they*»are hereby fully author- 
ized and empowered, in such towns wherein thert is no 
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assistant or justice of the peace fesident, from time to] 
time, to administer the oaths that by law are provided 
for that end, unto the respective officers of such town* 
that by law ought to be sworn to the faithful discharge of] 
their said officts. 

§ 11. And that town-clerks being chosen and once] 
sworn, shall continue in their office until other person* ] 
are chosen and sworn in their room. 

§ 12. And that upon the refusal, death, or removal 
any town-clerk, or other ordinary town-officer in aofj 
town in this state, such town may assemble together 
choose a new, to fill up such vacant place. 

{$13. and 14 relate exclusively to the duty of 
clerks ; which see. Statutes Book i.fiage 649, &V. 

An act in addition to, and in explanation of an act, enttfii 
tied, * An act relating to Towns and Town-Officers." .1 



§ 1. Be it enacted^ &c. That no person shall be pe 
ted to vote in any town meeting, until he shall have 
ally resided in the town in which such meeting shall 
held, one year at least. And no person shall be 
ted to vote on the ground o£ any real estate which 
be subject at the time to a mortgage* 

$ 2. Be it further enacted, That if any person or _ 
sons shall vote, act, deal, or intermeddle in any Town rfl ,a 
fairs, contrary to this act, or the act to which this is ntad4 le 
dition, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of seventeen AH* 
lars, to be recover d by bill, plaint, or information in s*f tf 
court proper to try the same. And it shall be the duff ^ 
of the state attornies in the several counties to prosecute 
all breaches of this act, and the act to which this is in ad* 
dition, which shall be cognizable by the county court. 

Passed May Session, 18 IS. 



BOUNDS, 

An act for ascertaining the Bounds of towns, and 

lands of particular persons. 

§ 1. Be it enacted, \sfc. That every town in this sti 
shall procure their bounds to be set out ; which shall 
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lone by such marks *and boundaries as may be a plain 
Erection for the future ; which marks and boundaries 
tiall be a great heap of stones, or a ditch six feet long, 
fed two feet and a half wide, of ordinary depth, at every 
sorner of the township ; and in the lines drawn, or run- 
log from corner to corner, one such mark at least, in 
frtry eighty rods. 

$ 2. And when their bounds are carefully set out as 
foresaid, two or more persons shall by the selectmen of 
frch town be appointed to renew the bounds between their 
owns at least once in every year, [Remark. By a subse- 
quent statute this is regidred but once in three years'] either 
Q-the month of March, April) October 9 or November , upon 
iciialty of fourteen dollars forfeiture, to be incurred by 
svery town who shall neglect the same ; the one half of 
rhich forfeiture shall be to the use of the neighbouring 
own with whom they do refuse or neglect to join in pe- 
fcmbulation, or renewing the marks ; and the other half 
o the county treasury. 

$ 3. And the selectmen of the most ancient town are 
o give notice to the selectmen of the next adjacent towns 
>f the time and place of their meeting for such perambu- 
ation, six days before hand. 

$ 4. And the persons appointed for such perambu- 
ation shall go in their several quarters, by order of the 
selectmen, at the charge of the respective towns which 
lend them. Provided, all breaches of this act be com- 
plained of and prosecuted at the next county court in 
:hat county. 

Stututes B. i.fiage 103, and B. n.fiage 46. 



BRIDGES. 

An act relating to Bridges. 

.$ 1. Be it enacted, Ufc. That the inhabitants of the sev- 
eral towns in this state, shall make, build, keep and main- 
tain in good and sufficient repair, all the needful high- 
ways and bridges within their respective townships, un- 
less it. belongs to any particular person or persons to 
maintain such bridge in any particular case. 
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% 2. And when it is necessary to btiild a bridge acros 
any river which is the boundary, or dividing line bctwee 
any towns, it shall be the duty of the inhabitants of sue 
towns to build and keep in good repair, all such bridges] 
and each town shall pay an equal part of the expence oj 
building and repairing the same. J 

§ 3 And if it shall so happen at any time that an! 
person shall lose his life through the defect or insuffici 
cy of any bridge or highway in any township in this sta 
in passing over any such bridge or highway, after d 
warning given unto any of the selectmen of the town 
which such defective bridge or highway is, or to the pe: 
son who ought to maintain the same, in writing) und 
the hand of two witnesses, or a presentment made to th 
county court of the county in which such town it) 
such defective ways or bridges, then the town, or per 
son, which ought to secure and keep in sufficient re 
such ways or bridges, shall pay a fine of three hundred 
thirty-four dollars to the parents, husband, wife, or chil 
dren, or next of kin to the person deceased. 

§ 4. And if it shall so happen that any person sht 
lose a limb, break a bone, or receive any other bruise t 
breach in any part of his body, through or by means « 
such defect aforesaid, the town or person through w 
neglect such hurt is done, shall pay to the party so h 
or wounded, double damages. 

§ 5. And the like satisfaction shall be made for an' 
team, cart, or carriage -horse, or other beast, or loadin 
to the owner thereof, in proportion to the damage s 
tained as aforesaid. All which forfeitures and damaged 
to be recovered by action, bill, plaint, or information. 

§ 6. And that such bridges and passages in towns mat 
more effectually be kefit in sufficient repair, and such dama\ 
ges prevented. ' 

Be it further enacted. That upon the complaint of anyj 
such town, or person, to any assistant, or justice of the 
peace, such authority shall be, and they are hereby res- 
pectively fulljr empowered to issue a warrant to the con* 
stable to impress such workmen in their township as 
shall be needful to secure and repair such defective bridge, 
or passage ; which workmen shall be paid by the town 



vjmt 1.3 Bra Law. 13 

or persons, to which such bridge and passage do belong to 
maintain. 

§ 7. And when the inhabitants of any town shall neg* 
lect or refuse to repair any bridge across a river, in a 
public highway, within the bounds of such town ; or any 
town shall not agree to build or repair any bridge across 
a river that is the dividing line between such towns, 
whereby the public travel is obstructed, or incommoded ; 
on complaint thereof to the county court, by any person or 
persons, such court is hereby empowered and directed, by 
a committee, or otherwise, to enquire into the public ne- 
cessity, and convenxency of building and maintaining such 
bridge ; causing due notice to be given to one or more 
of the selectmen of such town, or towns, to shew reason, 
if any they have, why they should not be compelled to 
make or repair such bridge ; and if no sufficient reason 
be shewn to the contrary, and such town or towns do not 
undertake and build, or repair such bridge, within such 
time as the court shall direct, said court may appoint 
some suitable person or persons to build or repair such 
bridge ; which being done, and the expence thereof liqui- 
dated and allowed by said court, the same shall be paid 
by the inhabitants of the said town or towns, whose duty 
it was to have made and maintained such bridge ; and 
execution may be granted against them therefor accord- 
ingly.* 

Statute* B\ 1./1. 119, &c. 



BYE LAWS* 

An act authorizing towns to make by-laws for the pur* 

poses therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted, &c. That any town in"the state may at 
a lawful town-meeting, warned for that purpose, make 
bye-laws for restraining horses, cattle, asses, mules, swine, 
sheep, and geese, or any of them from going at large : 
Provided, That no penalty for a breach of any such bye- 
laws shall exceed three dollar 9 ; And provided also, That 

*For the law relating to the erection of Railings on bridg- 
es and highways in certain caees, seethe title HiGhwats. 

B 
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no such bye-laws shall be in force until such bye-laws 
have been published at least four weeks successively in 
a public news-paper printed in such town, or in the town 
nearest to such town in which a. public news-paper is 
printed. 

Statutes B. i.fi. 651 9 &c. 



CASKS. 
An act for ascertaining the Assize of Casks. 

$ \. Be it enacted, &c. That the several sorts of casks 
used in this state, for liquor or other commodities, (ex- 
cept beef, pork and fish) shall be of the assize following, 
to wit, butts to contain one hundred and twenty-six gal- 
lons ; puncheons, eighty-four gallons ; hogsheads, sixty* 
three gallons ; barrels, thirty-one gallons and an half ; 
tierces, forty-two gallons ; and that all such casks shall 
be made of sound, well seasoned timber, and free from 
sap. That the gallon shall contain two hundred and 
thirty-one cubic inches ; and the contents of each cask 
in this act expressed, shall' be measured by taking the 
following dimensions in inches and decimal parts of an 
inch, to wit : The bulge or bung diameter, each head di- 
ameter, and the length within the cask ; and these di- 
mensions to be computed by the rule commonly called 
and known by the name of Gunter's rule of gauging. 

$ 2. That the several towns in this state, at their an- 
nual town meetings, shall choose some fit person or per- 
sons to be Gaugers, who shall be sworn to a faithful dis- 
charge of their office ; and the fee for gauging shall be 
eleven cents per ton. 

$ 3. And whosoever shall sell any kind of liquor usual- 
ly sold by gauged in casks not gauged by the rule en- 
joined by this act, shall forfeit and pay a fine of three doU 
tors and thirty -four cents. 

§ 4. And every gauger shall brand every cask by him 
gauged with the initial letters of his own name, and the 
name of the town to which he belongs ; and every cooper 
shall set his distinct brand or mark on his own casks, on 
penalty of one dollar and sixty-seven cents. 

$ 5. The several penalties in this act shall belong one 
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half to the informer who shall prosecute to effect, and 
the other half to the treasury of the town wherein iho 
offuice is committed » 

Statutes B.I. /i. 121. 



CATTLE. 

An act for the marking of Cattle, Sheep, and Swine. 

To prevent disputes and differences that may arise in the 
owning and claiming of cat tie y sheefi 9 and swine } that may 
be lost or stray away. 

%\. Be it enacted, &c. That all the owners of any cat- 
tle, sheep or swine within this stale, shall car-mark or 
brand all their cattle sheep or swine that are above half 
a year old ; and that they shall cause their several marks 
to he registered in the town book. 

§ 2. And whatsoever cattle, sheep, or swine shall be 
found unmarked and not branded as aforesaid, the owners 
thereof shall forfeit thirty -four cents per head ; one half 
thereof shall be to the complainer, and the other half t» 
the town-treasury. 

Statutes B. i. ft. 122. 
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ELECTION. 

The laws regulating Elections, as they relate to the 
powers and duties of towns, as corporations, have passed 
through a variety of alterations and modifications ; and 
the provisions relating to those powers and duties are in- 
termixed with much other matter foreign to the particu- 
lar object of this compilation, through a series of statutes. 
It is presumed, however, that it will be more acceptable 
to the town officer to be furnished with those provisions 
in the language of the legislature, noting the several altera- 
tions and n» edifications, and giving them as they now ex- 
ist, than with a delineation and arrangement of them in 
the compiler's language ; although in pursuing the for- 
mer course it be necessary to dissect and dismember sev- 
eral statutes in making the selection. 
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An act for regulating the Election of Governor, Lieu- 
tenant Governor, Assistants, Sec. 

$ 1 . Be it enacted^ &V. That all constables in the sev- 
eral towns in this state, without further order, shall warn 
all the freemen in their respective towns, to meet togeth- 
er yearly on the third Monday of September, at nine of 
the clock in the morning, at some convenient place, 
where the meetings have usually been held ; when and 
-vhere they shall first choose deputies, or representatives 
to attend the general court in October then next ensuing ; 
and then every freeman in each town there present, shall 
give in his vote or suffrage for twenty persons, their 
names being fairly written on a piece of paper, whom he 
judgeth qualified to stand in nomination for election in 
the month of May next following, [which votes or suf- 
frages shall be delivered to an assistant or justice of the 
peace (if any be present) otherwise to such constable as 
shall inhabit in the town where such votes are given in, 
which assistanvjustice, or constable shall make entry of 
the names of all such persons as the freemen do vote for, 
with the number of votes that each person hath ; a copy 
whereof the said assistant, justice, or constable in each 
town shall send sealed up to the ('eneral Assembly in Oc- 
tober next following, by the deputy or representatives of 
such town ] 

§ 2. At which assembly all the votes of the freemen 
*>Fthis state shall be compared, and those twenty persons 
who shijl have the greatest number of votes shall be the 
persons whose names shall be returned to the several 
towns, to be the persons nominated to stand for election 
in May next following } out of which number the twelve 
assistants shall be chosen. But the freemen shall have 
liberty to choose the governor and lieutenant governor 
where they see cause, of all and any freemen within this 
state. 

§ 3. And all and every constable shai! attend this order 
annually, on penalty of forfeiting the sum of fourteen dol- 
lar* to the public treasury of the state for every neglect 
thereof. 

^ A Be it further enacted, That the election of govern- 
or, lieutenant governor, assistants, and such other public 
officers mm shall be appointed to be chosen, shall by proxy 
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of the freemen be attended and consummated in the Gen- 
eral Assembly to be holden at Hartford upon the second 
Thursday of May annually. 

§ 5. And that the election by proxies may be so regula- 
ted and managed as to fir event the using any fraud or de- 
ceit therein. 

Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the state for 
the lime being, shall with the acts and orders of the Gener- 
al Assembly in October, yearly, send a copy of the names 
of all those persons who are nominated as aforesaid, to 
stand for election as aforesaid, to the printer, in order 
that the said person's names may, with the said acts, be 
distributed to the several towns in this state. 

^ 6. And the several constables in the respective towns 
throughout this state, without further order, on the pen- 
alty aforesaid, shall by themselves, or some deputed by 
them, warn all the freemen in their respective towns, to 
convene at the place where such meetings are usually 
held, on the Monday next following the first Tuesday in 
Aftril, annually, at nine of the clock in the morning ; when 
and where they shall first choose deputies to attend the 
general court in May next following j where also shall 
be read to them the freeman's oath, the three last para- 
graphs of this act, and the names of those persons nomi- 
nated to stand for election [and then the freemen shall 
proceed to bring in to the civil authority, or (if none be 
present) to the constable or constables present, the name 
of him whom they would have for governor for the year 
ensuing, fairly written upon a piece of paper, which the 
said authority, or constable or constables, shall receive, 
and in the presence of the freemen, seal up the same in a 
piece of paper ; and write on the outside of the paper so 
sealed, the name of the town ; and then add these words, 
iz. u Votes for the Governor.*' In like manner they 
•hall proceed in bringing in, sealing up, and writing upon 
their votes for the lieutenant-governor, treasurer, and 
secretary.] But before the treasurer and secretary are 
voted for, the freemen shall bring in their votes for those 
nominated to stand for election, beginning with him that 
stands first in the nomination, and bring in their votes for 
him ; [which by the said authority > or cxsMtaitfa.* «* *«** 
stables, ahali be received, sealed up> and xmvxssa, >sy*** 

b 2 
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aforesaid, inserting the name of the person voted for ; 
and so shall they proceed till they have passed through 
the whole nomination.] But no one freeman shall vote 
for more than twelve of the number in nomination to be 
assistants. And the votes for election of assistants shall 
be a written piece of paper ; and no unwritten piece of 
paper shall be given in. 

§ 7. And the civil authority or constables who receive 
the votes and seal them up, as aforesaid, shall by them- 
selves, or one of the deputies of the court, convey the 
said proxies to Hartford, and deliver them at the election, 
as they shall be ordered, to those persons who are ap- 
pointed to receive, sort, and count the said votes. 

[Remark, The provisions in the first) sixth, and seventh 
sections of this statute are by subsequent provisions considera- 
bly altered and modified, as will be shewn by the recital of 
the statutes, or portion of statutes, containing those alien* 
tions and modifications in pages 21—28 ; more particular" 
iy in those passages of the said sections which are enclosed 
in brackets thus [ ]. The concluding sections of this stat- 
ute are, however, here first given, in order to preserve the 
connection, and to bring its entire provisions into one view.'] 

§ 8. And at the time of the election (the governor and 
.rVnu tenant-governor being first chosen and declared) those 
standing in nomination shall be put to election in the 
same order that they are propounded ; after which those 
twelve persons who shall have the greatest number of 
votes, shall be the assistants of the state for the year then 
ensuing ; and shall be so declared accordingly. And also 
declaration shall be made of the choice of the treasurer 
and secretary. 

§ 9. Be it enacted, That no person shall be capable of 
holding the office of governor, lieutenant-governor, as- 
sistant or member of the house of representatives of thr 
state, or of senator or- representative in the congress of 
the United States, or either of them, and the office of 
judge of the superior court, at the same time. 

§ 10. And no person holding an office under the au- 
thority of the United States, which would render him in- 
capable of being a member of the congress of the Uni- 
ted States, shall, while holding said office, be a member 
of the tegtetelure of this state* 
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§ 11. Beit enacted, That if any person who is not a 
freeman of this state, admitted and sworn according to 
law, shall presume to votes or give in his proxy in the 
election of any of the members of the General Assembly ; 
or if any freeman shall put fa above one vote or proxy 
for one person at the same election, to one office, he shall 
pay a fine of seventeen dollars to the public treasury of 

this state. 

§ 12. And whereas undue influence ^ bribery and corrupt 
Hon in elections, are of pernicious tendency in a state : 

Be it enacted, That if any person shall endeavour un- 
duly to persuade or influence any other person or per- 
sons, in giving their vote or suffrage for any member of 
the legislature, by offering to any person or persons, any 
written vote or votes for that purpose, without being 
thereto first requested, such person so offering shall 
pay a fine of seven dollars for the use of the town treasury. 

§ 13. And be it further enacted, That no person or per- 
sons shall offer, accept, or receive any sum of money, 
or other matter or thing, by way of gift, fee, or reward 
for giving, or refusing to give any vote or suffrage for 
electing any member of the General Assembly, nor prom- 
ise, procure, or any ways confer any gratuity, reward or 
preferment for or on account of any suffrage given, or to 
be given, in any election. And every person so gi r? **£, 
offering, accepting, or receiving as aforesaid, shall in eve- 
ry such case forfeit and pay the sum of seventeen dollars, 
one half to him or them, who shall sue for and prosecute 
the same to effect, and the other half to the treasury of the 
town where the offence is committed. And any person 
who shall be convicted a second time of the like offence, 
ahall be disfranchised. 

[Remark. The two last preceding sections are explained 
and extended by a subsequent statute* as follows : Be it en- 
acted &c. That if any person who is elected a represen- 
tative of any town in this state, shall by himself, or any 
other person, offer, or distribute, gratuitously among the 
freemen of the town, any spiritous liquors on the day of 
their meeting for the choice of representatives, either be- 
fore or after he shall be chosen ; or shall on any previous 
day entertain the freemen in like manner, with the evident 
intent to procure the votes of «id fcwc&fcfcV^ ^^^ 
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considered as guilty of undue influence and illegal prac- 
tices, within the meaning of the aforesaid [i2th,and 13M,] 
paragraphs, and forfeit his se?.t in the house of representa- 
tives. Statutes B. I. ft. 24*S.] 

§ 14. And that every person that shall be elected by 
means of such evil and Hit-gal practice as aforesaid, shall be, 
and hereby is declared .o be incapable to serve as a mem- 
ber in such Assembly ; unless such person shall be able to 
satisfy said Assembly that the same was done altogether 
without his privity ; and that he was not, directly or in- 
directly, concerned therein. And it shall be the duty of 
every constable and grand-juryman to enquire after, and 
make presentment of all breaches of this act. Statutes B. 
I. ft. 244, eft. 

It is provided by an additional act to the foregoing, 
" That w'.ten the list of any town in this state, which by 
the act <*f its incorporation is restricted to one representa- 
tive in the. General Assembly, shall, amount to sixty thou- 
sand dollars^ without fraud, it shall be lawful for such town 
to elect two representatives to the General Assembly, 
such restriction notwithstanding." Statutes B. 1. ft. 2±7. 

Several subsequent additions, alterations, and modifica- 
tions to the foregoing statute, in connection with the stat- 
ute for regulating the election of senators and representa- 
tives in congress, having been made, and in a manner to 
render it difficult to separate them, seems to render ne- 
cessary the recital of the latter, previous to that of the 
particular alterations and modifications of the former ; 
however it might have been desirable to have placed the 
original statute, with its several additions, in one view. 

An act for regulating the election of senators and repre- 
sentatives, for this state, in the congress of the United 
States. 

§ 1. [Prescribes the duty of the legislature^ and of the 
governor and council respectively^ in filing uft vacancies 
which may haftften in the representation of tins state in the 
senate of the United States^ by resignation or otherwise.] 

§ 2. Remarks. This section having been partly super sc» 
ded by a subsequent statute, embracing some of its provis- 
ions, that statute is here incorporated with the said second 
section ; those passages contained in brackets being the parts 
retained of that section* 



I 
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Be it enacted, &c. That the freemen of tie several 
towns in this state, at the freemen's meeting in 4fml sev- 
enteen hundred and ninety-eight, and once in tVo years 
thereafter [immediately after giving in their votes for the 
officers of government] shall each give in his vote or suf- 
frage for eighteen } instead of fourteen persons [as in the 
original statute] such as he judges qualified to stand in 
nomination for election in the month of October then next 
following, as representatives of the people of this state 
in the congress of the United States, [their names being 
fairly written on a piece of paper, to the person who by 
law presides in said meeting, who shall in the presence of 
the freemen make entry of all such persons as the free- 
men shall vote for, and the number of votes for each ; 
and lodge the same in the town clerk's office of the town 
to which he belongs, and transmit a copy wder his hand 
and office, sealed up, to the General Assembly in May 
then next following, by one of the representatives of such 
town ; at which assembly the votes of the freemen shall 
be counted in manner and form as is hereafter in this act 
directed] And eighteen persons who have the greatest 
number of votes in the state, shall be the persons to stand 
in nomination— any thing in said act notwithstanding. 

§ 3. And the freemen of the several towns in this state, 
at the freemen's meeting in September then next follow- 
ing, immediately after the votes of the freemen for per- 
sons to stand in nomination as assistants are given in, 
shall each of them give in his vote for a number of per- 
sons contained in said nomination for representatives in 
congress, not exceeding seven, to the same person presi- 
ding, and in the same manner ; and the person authoriz- 
ed to receive said votes, shall proceed with, transmit, and 
deliver said votes to such persons as are appointed to 
receive them at the General Assembly in October then 
next following, in the same manner as is by law prescri- 
bed relative to the election of assistants in May annually ; 
which assembly shall count the said votes of the freemen 
in manner and form as hereafter in this act is directed ; 
and the seven persons who shall have the greatest num- 
ber of votes, shall be declared to be chosen representa- 
tives of the people of this state in the congress of the 
United States. 
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§ 4. jv\& the votes or suffrages returned to the General 
AfcsemH/ for persons to stand in nomination for represen- 
tatives in congress, and also the votes or suffrages for rep- 
resentatives in congress, shall be kept sealed until the 
tigMh day of the session of the General Assembly to which 
tbey are returned, and then shall be publicly counted by a 
committee of both houses of the legislature, to be ap- 
pointed for that purpose. 

§ 5. And no person shall he a representative as afore- 
said who shall not have arrived to the age of twenty five 
years, and been seven years a citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of this 
state. 

§ 6. And be it further enacted, That when any vacancy 
shall happen in the representation of the people of this state 
in the congress ; the governor, for the time being, shall make 
out writs of election under his hand and office, directed to. 
either constable of the respective towns in this state, or- 
dering a choice to fill such vacancy, and cause them to be 
conveyed to the sheriffs of the respective counties, who 
shall forthwith transmit them to the constables of the re- 
spective towns, according to their several directions ; who 
shall thereupon warn a meeting of the freemen, on the i 
day directed in said writ, which day shall be the same 
throughout this state, as in case of other meetings of the 
freemen provided by law. And the same person shall 
preside in such meeting as by law is directed in other five- 
men's meetings ; and shall c»ll over the names of trie per- 
sons contained in the last nomination of representatives in 
the congress in their natural order, omitting [such person, 
or] those persons before elected, out of said nomination 
[is may have deceased, or shall at the time of such elec- 
tion be members of the house of representatives of the 
congress of the UiiiUd States.] And each freeman shall. 
give in his vote for one or more persons, as i-i said writs 
directed, contained in said nomination, and called as afore- 
said, in the same manner as herein is directed in voting 
for seven persons out of said nomination And the per- 
son presiding shall proceed in manner as in that case is 
directed, except that he shall within six days after such 
meeting transmit said votes [by the hands of a constable 
•f the town to which he belongs, which constable shall be 
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allowed five cents per mile from the public treasury for 
their whole travel] to the sheriff of the county to which 
he belongs, who shall on or before the return day limited 
in said writs,, and not afterwards, convey them to the gov- 
ernor. And the governor and council are hereby author- 
ized and directed publicly to count said votes, and declare 
the persons who have the greatest number of votes so 
returned as aforesaid, to be legally chosen, and give no* 
tice to the person or per sens who shall be so chosen. 

[Remark. The words of this section in brackets were ad- 
ded by a subsequent statute, passed May Session 1812. See 
Statutes B.2. ft. 78, fc*<\] 

$ 7. And all persons chosen senators and representa- 
tives for this state in the congress, in either manner afore- 
said, shall signify their acceptance or refusal in writing 
to the governor, within twenty days after receiving notice 
of such choice or be considered as refusing the same. 

§ 8. And be it further enacted^ That so much of the 
statute of this state entitled u An act for regulating the 
election of governor, lieutenant-governor and assistants,'* 
as relates to the prevention of undue influence, bribery, 
and corruption in elections, and to the penalty on consta- 
bles in the neglect of their duty, be, and the same is here- 
by declared to be extended to the proceedings under this 
act. Statutes B.l. ft. 248, ^r. 

An act in addition to, and alteration of the statute enti- 
tled "An act for regulating the election of governor, 
lieutenant-governor, assistants, &c." and in addition to 
and alteration of the statute entitled " An act for regula- 
ting the election of senators and representatives for this 
state in the congress of the United States/ 9 

§ 1 . Be it enacted, &c. That in all freemen's meetings 
the senior assistant present shall be the presiding officer ; 
if no assistant be present, the senior justice of the peace 
present shall preside ; if no assistant or justice of the 
peace be piesent, the senior constable present shall pre- 
side ; and in case of equality in point of seniority be- 
tween any such assistants, between any such justices of 
the peace, or between any such constables, so as to ren- 
der it uncertain which ought to preside, in such case the 
eldest assistant, justice or constable, as the case may be, 
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shall preside unless, in any of the cases aforesaid a ma- 
jority of the assistants, justices, and constables present 
ahall agree upon and designate some other person present 
to preside, which they shall be at liberty to do ;' and in 
case of such agreement the person so designated shall 
preside. 

§ 2. Be it enacted^ That if any person shall in any free- 
man's meeting, by tumultuous noise, quarrelling, or by 
any unlawful act, disturb such meeting, or shall villify or 
abuse the presiding officer, whether such presiding offi- 
cer is an assistant, justice of the peace, or constable, or 
interrupt him in the discharge of his trust, or after lie 
hath commanded silence in said meeting, shall speak to 
the disturbance of the business of such meeting, shall for- 
feit and pay a fine of one dollar to the town treasury, to be 
heard and determined by an assistant, or justice of the 
peace, unless the offence be aggravated by some notori- 
ous breach of the peace, in which case, the offender, or 
offenders, shall be bound over to the next county court* 
to answer for such offence, which court may impose a fine 
according to the aggravation of the offence, not exceeding 
thirty-four dollars. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted. That the selectmen of the 
several towns shall procure for the use of the freemen at 
their meetings, a ballot-box, with an aperture in the lid 
thereof, for the purpose of receiving the votes of the free- 
men in all cases in which they are required by law to 
give in their ballots ; which box the presiding officer at 
any freemen's meetings where it shall be needed, shall 
place before him in a situation convenient for the free- 
men to have access to ; and, in future, whenever the free- 
men shall be called upon to give in their votes for any 
officer, with his name fairly written, or a written piece of 
paper, they shall, under the direction of the presiding 
officer, proceed in a regular line of succession, and shall 
lay their ballots successively on tbe lid of the said box, 
and the presiding officer, on being satisfied that the ballots 
given in are single, shall put them into the box through 
the said aperture ; and the votes so taken shall be dis- 
posed as the case may require, and as the law directs. 

§ 4. Be it further enacted, That before the freemen 
are called upon to vote for persons to stand in noraina- 
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tion for assistants, or representatives in congress, the pre* 
siding officer shall appoint a suitable number of tellers, 
pot exceeding four, for the different parts of the house, or 
area where the freemen are assembled, and shall also di- 
rect the freemen to provide each for himself a number of 
slips of paper, equal to the number which by law are to 
stand in nomination, and when provided, he shall, if the 
accommbdation willjadmit thereof, order the freemen to 
be seated, and on any person's being named by any free- 
man to stand in nomination, the presiding officer shall call 
upon all those who would vote for the person so named, 
to signify it by rising, or when the accommodation will 
not admit of the freemen's being seated, shall call upon 
thyetn to vote by holding up the hand ; which being done 
the tellers in the quarters assigned them shall count the 
number voting, and shall successively, with an audible 
voice, declare the numbers, which numbers the presiding 
officer, with a like audible voice, shall successively re- 
peat, and cause to be taken down, and the aggregate to 
be entered against the name of the person voted for j and 
the same proceeding shall be repeated as often as any 
person shall be so named by any freeman ; and no free- 
man shall vote for more in number than are by law to 
stand in such nomination ; and every freeman, in voting 
as aforesaid, shall each time drop one of .the said slips of 
paper, that he may not be exposed through mistake to 
vote for more than the prescribed number. 

5 5. Be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the civil authority present in any freemen's meeting, if 
any be, and if not, or not sufficient, of the constables pre- 
sent, if any be, to assist the presiding officer in the bu- 
siness of the meeting, in the receiving, entering, and dis- 
posing of the votes, and making out the proper certificates 
according to law. 

% 6. Be it further enacted^ That the eleventh paragraph 
of the statute, the title of which is herein first recited, 
shall be, and it is hereby extended to the proceedings un- 
der the statute, the title of which is herein last recited. 
Statutes B. l./i. 251. 
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An act in alteration of the atatute entitled " An act for reg- 
ulating the election of governor, lieutenant-governor, 
assistants, &c." And also the statute entitled " An act 
for regulating the election of senators and representa- 
tives for this st i r in the congress of the United States." 
§ 1 . Be it enacted, Wc. That it shall be the duty of the 
presiding officer in the several freemen's meetings, and of 
those who agreeably to law may assist them, to count, in 
presence of the freemen, the votes given in for governor, 
lieutenant-governor, assistants, treasurer, secretary, and 
representatives in congress, and to enter the names of 
the persons voted for, and the number of votes for eacJi, 
in words at full length, [and a/so in Jignret—Re/ieaJedy'} 
and then in open meeting declare the number of votes 
there given in for ecch person, and lodge the same in 
the town clerk's office : And such presiding officer shall 
transmit a copy thereof, under his official signature, seal- 
ed up, to the next general assembly, by one of the rep- 
resentatives of the town ; or, in case of a representative, 
or representatives, in congress, by a special writ of elec- 
tion, to the sheriff of the county as is now provided by law. 
$ 2. Be it further enacted, That so much of said stat- 
ute as directs the presiding officers aforesaid to seal up 
the votes of the freemen, in cases herein before specified, 
and to cause them to be transmitted, be, and the same 
hereby is repealed. Statutes B. i.fl 253. 
An act in addition to the statute entitled " An act for reg- 
ulating the election of governor, lieutenant-governor, 
assistants, Sec" and in addition to the statute entitled, 
41 An act for regulating the election of senators and rep- 
resentatives for this state, in the congress of the United 
States." 

§ 1. Beit enacted^ &c That the presiding officers m 
freemen's meetings shall make out the certificates of the. 
votes and proceedings of the freemen, required by law, 
according to the forms hereinafter prescribed ; that is to 
say, of the votes for persons to stand in nomination for 
assistants, as follows, viz. 

At a meeting of the freemen in the town of le* 

gaily warned and held on the ■ day of Sefltcmber 

A. D. 18— the following persons were voted for to stand 

innominntioo tor election as assistant*) vtv May w^ \viu 
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Name*. I Number* in words at bright. J 

. A true copy of the original lodged in the town clerk's 
office. Certified by 

A. B. Presiding Officer. 

Of the votes for persons to stand in nomination for 
representatives to the congress of the United States, as 
follows, viz. 

At a meeting of the freemen in the town of — — le- 
gally warned and held on the — day of Jfiril A. D. 
IS— the following persons are voted for to stand in nomi- 
nation for election In October next, as representatives of 
the people of this state in the congress of the United 
States, the number of votes for each person is annexed 
to his name, vis. 

Names. I Numbers in words at length. 

A true copy of the original lodged in the town clerk's 
office. Certified by 

A. B. Presiding Officer. 

Of the votes for governor, lieutenant-governor, assist- 
ants, treasurer, secretary or representatives in congress, 
as follows, viz. 

At a meeting of the freemen in the town of ■ — le- 
gally warned and held on the day of—— A. D. 

1 8— the following persons were voted for to be [here 
insert the officii] the number of votes for each person is 
annexed to his name, viz. 

Names. I Numbers in words at length* I 

A true copy of the original, lodged in the town clerk's 
office. Certified by 

A. B. Presiding Officer. 

And of the votes for a representative in congress, pur- 
suant to a special writ of election, issued by the govern- 
or, as follows, viz 

At a meeting of the freemen in the town of. le- 

gally warned and held pursuant to a special writ of elec- 
tion, the following persona were \o\&& toc^ t<s*vk$s*^u 
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to be a representative of the people of this state in the 
congress of the United- States ; the number of votes for 
eacji person is annexed to his name, viz. 
Name: I Number* in words at length. I 

A true copy of the original, lodged in the town clerk's 
office. Certified by 

A. B. Presiding Officer. 

$ 2. Be it further enacted, That whenever presiding 
officers shall have occasion to make out any one or more 
of the certificates aforesaid, they shall insert the num- 
ber of votes for each person voted for, in writing, in 
words at full length, only, according to the form thereof, 
.any law notwithstanding. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted, That a copy according to 
the form herein prescribed of the vptes for persons to 
stand in nomination for election as assistants, shall be 
made out, signed, and transmitted to the legislature, and 
the original, from which it is made, shall be lodged in the 
town clerk's office. 

' § 4. Be it further enacted. That the superscription on 
every such certificate shall be as follows, viz. 

Votes for the freemen in the town of — — - for [here 
insert the office]) taken and sealed up by 

A. B. Presiding Officer. 

An act directing the mode ofreturning votes to the gen- 

eral assembly. 

§ 1. Be it enacted, &c. That it shall be the duty of 
the treasurer of this state, from time to time, to provide 
blank forms, as prescribed by law, for the returns of votes 
ibr governor, lieutenant-governor, assistants, treasurer, 
secretary, and representatives in congress, and for per- 
sons to stand in nomination for assistants, and for re pre* 
sentatives in congress ; and shall annually transmit to 
the town clerks of the several towns a sufficient number 
of such blanks for the use of such town. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall ue the duty 
of the presiding officers of the several freemen's meetinga 
in this state, within six days after the holding of said 
Meetings, in the months ot4firii and Sefitemder annually 
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to deliver to one of the representative* of their respective 
towns, the returns of the votes of the freemen in such 
towns, which by law, ought to be made to the General 
Assembly, viz. The returns of yotes for governor, lieu- 
tenant-governor, assistants, treasurer, and secretary, and 
representatives in congress, and for persons to stand in 
nomi:iatun tor assistants, and for representatives in con- 
gress ; and such returns of votes shall be, in all respects, 
by such presiding officer made out, certified, sealed up, 
and directed according to law. 

§ 3. And be it further enacted. That it shall be the du- 
ty of the representatives of the several towns, to whom 
such returns of votes shall be delivered, as aforesaid, to 
conyey to the secretary of this state, for the time being, 
the said returns, by the several and respective times fol- 
lowing, yiz. The returns of votes for governor, lieuten- 
out-goyernor, assistants, treasurer, and secretary, before 
the day of general election, or by ten of the clock, on the 
morning of the said day ; and the returns of votes for 
representatives in congress, and for persons to stand in 
nomination for representatives in congress, before the 
eighth day of the sessions of the General Assembly, or 
by ten of the clock on the morning of that day ; and the 
votes for persons to stand in nomination for assistants, 
by the sixth day of the sessions of the General Assembly, 
or by ten of the clock on the morning of said day : And 
it shall be the duty of the secretary to receive the said 
returns of votes, and to deliver them, arranged in due 
order, to such committee, as shall be appointed by the 
General Assembly to count the same. And the secreta- 
ry shall deliver to such committee with such returns of 
votes, a list of the towns in this state, on which list shall 
be noted whether the returns of votes from each particu- 
lar town have, or have not been received. 

§ 4. And be it further enacted, That in case it shall 
happen that the returns of votes from any town or towns, 
shall not have been made to the secretary by the time 
prescribed, as aforesaid, the committee to be appointed 
as aforesaid, shall cause proclamation to be made, re- 
quiring that the returns of votes from such town or towns, 
naming them, be brought in to said committee ; and up- 
jpn such returns of votes being so brought in, said com- 

c 2 
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mittee shall receive and count the same. And in case 
there shall be any town or towns, from which, after the 
proceedings aforesaid, no return of votes shall have been 
made ; or if the returns from any town or towns shall be 
defective, or irregular, such committee shall report the 
same to the house of representatives, distinguishing be- 
tween those towns from which no returns shall have been 
made, and those from which the returns shall be defect- 
ive, or irregular, that an enquiry may be instituted into 
the cause of the omission to return the said votes accord- 
ing to law. Satutes B. i. fi % 256, &c 

An act in addition to an act entitled " An act for regula- 
ting the election of senators, and representatives for 
this state, in the congress of the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c. That in future {October 1810} the 
names of the eighteen persons placed by the freemen c" J 
the nomination for election as representatives of the peo- 
ple of this state in the congress of the United States, 
shall be in the following order, viz. the representatives for 
the time being, first, and according to seniority ; and the 
•thers according to the number of votes ; in manner an- 
ciently and uniformly practised in the nomination of per- 
ssms for election as assistants. Statutes B> u. fi, 48. 

FISHERIES. 

• 

Any town in this state shall have authority in town 
meeting, to make rules and ordinances for regulating the 
fisheries of dams and oysters within their respective lim- 
its, or the waters and fiats to them adjoining and belong- 
ing, and for the preservation of the same ; and to im- 
pose such penalties as shall be thought proper by such 
towns, for the breach of such rules and ordinances, Pro- 
videdy no such penalty shall exceed the sum of seventeen 
dollars. Statutes B. z. fi. 32*. 

FREEMEN. 

The admission of Freemen being an important past 
of the business of towns, as such, in their public meet- 
ing** and not pertaining exclusively to the duty of anjr 
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particular town officer whose duties are defined in this 
work, the several laws relating to that subject are in- 
serted in this place under that head. 

An act relating to Freemen. 

$ 1. Beit enacted, &c. That the town clerks in the sev- 
eral towns in this state shall enrol in their respective 
offices, the names of all such persons in their respective 
towns, as are or shall be admitted Freemen of this state* 
which enrolment shall be made by the direction of the au- 
thority and selectmen of the town, in the open freemen's 
meeting, legally assembled. 

§ 3. That no person hereafter be admitted) and made 
free of this state, but in the open freemen's meeting of 
the town whereto he belongs, regularly assembled. 

$ 3. That all such inhabitants of this state as have ac- 
complished the age of twenty one years, and have the pos- 
session of freehold estate to the value of seven dollar* per 
annum, or one hundred and thirty-four dollars personal es- 
tate, in the general list of estates in that year wherein 
they desire to be admitted freemen ; or are possessed of 
estates as aforesaid, and by law excused from putting it 
into the list ; and also are persons of quiet and peaceable 
behaviour, and civil conversation ; may, if they desire it, 
on their procuring the selectmen of the town wherein 
such persons inhabit, or the major part of them, to cer- 
tify that the said persons are qualified as aforesaid, be ad- 
mitted and made free of this state, in case they take the 
oath prescribed by law for freemen ; which oath any as- 
sistant or justice of the peace is hereby empowered to ad- 
minister in said freemen's meeting. 

[Remark. The provisions of this section, as to the mode 
of admission, and the qualifications of freemen, are altered^ 
modified and explained by subsequent statutes, which are 
recited below. For the freemen's oath, see the title Oaths.] 

S 4. And all such persons admitted and sworn as afore- 
said, shall be freemen of this state ; and their names 
shall be enrolled in the roll of freemen in the town clerk's 
office of that town wherein they are admitted as aforesaid. 

$ 5. [Repeated.'] 

$ 6. And that if any freeman of this state shall walk 
jtf andalousl/, or commit any scandalous offence} it shafl 
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be in the power of the superior court in this state, on 
complaint tr.ertof to them mid-.?, to disfranchise such free* 
nun. who shall stand disfranchised till by his good beha- 
viour, the said superior court shall see cause to restore 
him. Statute B, i.fi. 305. 

An act in addition to, and alteration of an act relating to 

Freemen. 

$ I. Be it enacted, tsfc. That no person be admitted 
and made free of this state until he has procured a ma- 
jority of the civil authority and selectmen of the town 
wherein such person inhabits, to certify in writing, that 
the said person or persons are qualified agreeably to the 
provisions of the act to which this is in addition. 

§2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the du- 
ty of the civil authority and selectmen of each town in 4 
this state, on every freemen's meeting-day, to meet at 
the place appointed for said meeting, and previous to 
said meeting being opened, and not afterwards ; shall re- 
ceive and carefully examine all applications for admis- 
sion to the privileges of freemen ; and having so receiv- 
ed, examined and approved, shall certify the same in wri- 
ting ; which certificate shall be sufficient evidence of the 
qualifications of such person or persons, and shall entitle 
him or them to the freemen's oath. 

§ 3. And be it further enacted, That the fifth paragraph 
of the act to which this is in addition, be, and the same .is 
hereby repealed. Statute* B. i.fi. 358 

An act in further addition to, and alteration of the statute 
entitled u An act relating to Freemen. 

Be it enacted^, &c. That no person shall in future [Or- 
tobcr 1802] be admitted a freeman of this state, if the 
estate he claims to own as a qualification required by 
law, be freehold estate, and holden by deed or lease for 
life, unless the deed or lease under which he claims, shall 
have been duly executed, acknowledged and recorded at 
length in the proper office, at least four months before 
the freemen's meeting, at which he shall move to be ad- 
mitted. Statutes B. i. fi 358, &c. 

It may be remarked that in the provisions relating to 
the admission of freemen, contained in the statutes here 
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recited, certain qualifications for admission being predi- 
cated upon " the general list of estates in that year where- 
in they desire to be admitted freemen ;" and as the gen- 
eral list of estates possessed on the 20th of August in 
any yea*, is not completed by the listers until January of 
the year following, whereby it would seem that the re- 
quirement of furnishing evidence from " the general list 
of estate in ' that year" in which the application is made, 
(which must be in Jfiril or September) cannot be literal- 
ly complied with ; the most rational constuction of this 
provision seems to be, that the evidence of qualification be 
furnished from the general list of estates which in the 
year, and at the time, when the application is made, shall 
have been last perfected. 

It is also to be observed that the requirement is person- 
al Estate in the list, to qualify the applicant for admission, 
" beside* Ms person" as expressed in another statute ; in- 
attention to which, through the inadvertance of some ap- 
plicants, has occasioned them the mortification of a re- 
jection. 

It is hoped that it may not be thought impertinent, or 
improper, in a work of this nature, to observe that, as it 
is an acknowledged principle, and one on which the whole 
system of our public policy seems to be grounded, that 
Religion and Virtue constiiute the only basis on which 
the commonwealth can with safety rest ; those qualifica- 
tions of the applicant for admission to the privileges of 
freemen, expressed in these words of the provisions of 
the statute—" and also are persons of quiet and peaceable 
behaviour, and civil conversation"; ought always to receive 
their full portion of the attention and enquiry of the ex- 
amining and approving board, and their full weight in ita 
decisions. 

Since the foregoing remarks were written, an addition- 
*\ statute relating to this subject, has been passed at the 
May Session 1813, embracing some of the points allu- 
ded to ; which statute is as follows : 

An act in addition to, and in explanation of an act enti- 
tled " An act relating to Freemen." 

§ 1. Be it enacted^ &c. That it shall be the duty of the 
town clerks in the several towns in this state, to fuxnisU 
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to the civil authority and selectmen of each town, at their 
meetings for the admission of freemen, the list-book 
which shall have been last perfected, and lodged in his 
office ; and no person shall be admitted a freeman in 
this state, on the ground of personal estate, unless he 
bhall be found to have one hundred and thirty four dollar* 
at least of personal estate in such list, exclusive of polls 
and assessments. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted^ That no person shall be 
admitted a freeman of this state, on the ground of any 
real estate which at the time when he offers himself for 
admission, shall be subject to any mortgage. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted) That no person who claims 
to have been admitted a freeman in any other town in 
this state, than that in which he shall offer to vote, shall 
be permitted to vote therein, in the choice of represents?- g 
tives, until he shall produce to the presiding officer in 
freemen's meeting* a certificate from the town clerk of 
the town in which he was admitted, of such his admis- 
sion ; and no person admitted as a freeman in any town 
in this state, shall be permitted to vote in the choice of 
representatives in any other town, until he shall have 
statedly resided therein four months, at least, next be- 
fore the time when he shall offer to vote therein. 



GRAND-JURORS. 

By the first and eighth sections of a statute, entitled 
*' An act concerning Grand-jurymen" it is provided. 

§ 1. That every town in this state, on the day of their 
annual town meeting for electing town officers, shall elect 
two or more sober, discreet persons of their inhabitants, 
to serve as Grand -jurors for the tnsuing year ; who shall 
be sworn by the next assistant or justice of ;he peace. 

[Remark, By a subsequent statute passed at October 
session 1812, the number of grand -j mors to be chosen by 
any town in pursuance of the foregoing section " a ha It con* 
hist of a number not, less than two^ nor more than six' 9 Stat" 
utes B. n.fi. 105] 

§ 8 And every town in this state that shall neglect op 
refuse to make choice of grand -ju.ors % as aforesaid, shall 
Jbr every such neglect or refusal, incur the penalty of 
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seventeen dollars to the treasury of the county wherein 
such town lieth j to be recovered by bill, plaint or infor- 
mation. Statutes B. i./i. 371—2. 

The other sections of this statute relate exclusively to 
the duties, &c. of grand-jurors, and will be recited under 
that head in the second pai t of the work. 



HIGHWAYS. 

The laws relating to the power and duty of towns in 
regard to the establishment and maintainance of high- 
ways, are comprized in the following statutes : 

An act for providing, altering, regulating, and mending 

Highways. 

$ 1. Beit enacted, ifc. That each town in this state 
shall at their annual meeting for electing town officers, 
yearly, choose two or more of their inhabitants v> be sur- 
veyors of highways ; to take care of and oversee the 
mending and repairing of all the highways wilhin their 
towns respectively ; which surveyors shall be sworn to a 
faithful discharge of their offices ; who are hereby em- 
powered to call out the several ptrsons in such towns, 
from sixteen years of age to sixty years of age ; as well 
indian, mulatto, and negro servants or slaves, as others 
(magistrates, justices of the peace, gospel ministers, ru- 
ling elders, allowed physicians, school-masters, constant 
herds-men, shepherds, one miller to each gristmill, and 
such other persons as are exempted by law, excepted) 
two days at least in each year, if there shall be need, and 
so many more as in his or their judgment shall be found 
necessary for the attaining the aforementioned end ; to be 
directed in their work by the said surveyors ; and where 
they shall see meet to employ a team, they may warn 
the owner thereof to bring forth the same for that ser- 
vice, and the owner of such team shall be allowed for 
his team the work of one man. 

§ 2. And all persons shall have three days warning, 
before the day appointed for such employment. And if 
any person so warned shall refuse or neglect to attend and 
perform the said service, in manner aforesaid, he shall 
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forfeit for every day's neglect, viz. For a person, the sum 
of fifty cent a ; and for a man and team the sum of one 
dollar. 

§ 3. Which forfeitures being made by minors and ser- 
vants, or slaves, shall be paid by their parents, guardians, 
or masters, respectively ; and the fines so forfeited shall 
be delivered to the surveyors, and by them be improved 
to hire others to work in said ways. 

§ 4. And every surveyor shall, within (bur (Jays afar 
the several days appointed for said work, deliver in to 
some assistant or justice of the peace, a true present- 
ment of all such persons as have been defective, with an 
account of their several defects or neglects : And if the 
person defective either in whole or in part of the work, 
shall not* within one week after, satisfy the surveyor, or 
give* satisfying reason to the said assistant or justice, of 
his not working, such assistant, or justice shall grant a 
distress directed to the sheriff, his deputy, or constable, 
for the levying by distress and sale of the offender's goods 
the incurred forfeitures, to be delivered to the said sur- 
veyors, for the use aforesaid. 

§ 5 . And if any surveyor neglect the trust committed 
to him, either in not calling out the inhabitants to labour, 
as aforesaid, or in not returning the names of those who 
are deficient, as aforesaid, he shall incur the same pen- 
alty as those he passed by are liable to, by virtue of this 
act ; to be recovered on complaint and conviction thereof, 
by distress as aforesaid. 

§ 6. And every such surveyor shall render an account 
of the improvement of all such forfeitures as shall be by 
him received, to the assistant or justice who granted such 
a distress for the same, within twenty days after receiv- 
ing such forfeitures : And if it appear to such assistant 
or justice that any such surveyor hath neglected to im- 
prove such forfeitures according to the directions of this 
act, that then, in such case, such assistant or justice is 
hereby authorized and empowed to grant a distress a- 
gainst the goods and chattels of such surveyor, for col- 
lecting such sum or sums as shall be found not to be im- 
proved as aforesaid ; and the same to be delivered to the 
treasurer of the town where such distress is made. 
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$ 7. Be it further enacted. That whenever there may 
be occasion to clear any water course, or place or places 
where water may drain off from any highway, to make 
the same dry and better to pass in, the said surveyors of 
highways, with the person attending them, may, and they 
are hereby empowered to clear such water course, and 
places where such water may drain off from highways in- 
to or through any person's land or possession, so far as 
may be necessary sufficiently to drain the water off from 
the highways. 

§ 8. And that the respective towns in this state have 
liberty, so often as they judge necessary, at their annual 
town meetings, to vote and agree that the selectmen 
shall set out to each surveyor of highways, by such town 
chosen, a certian district within said town for mending 
highways, and order and direct who of the inhabitants 
by law obliged to work at highways, shall labour under 
each surveyor, and to alter said districts as they shall 
find occasion* And the selectmen of every town so 
agreeing, are hereby appointed and empowered to per- 
form the service aforesaid. 

Provided^ This act shall not be construed to the preju- 
dice of such as have obtained liberty, or shall obtain lib- 
ty from the county court to set up gates or bars in high- 
ways. 

§ 9. And be it further enacted, That the selectmen of 
the several .towns through which the stages, charged with 
the mails pass, do mend and repair the bridges and roads 
used by the stages, and keep the same in good repair « 
and upon complaint made to the county court of any neg- 
lect in such county, such court shall order necessary re- 
pairs, and grant a warrant against the selectmen of the 
town where such neglect is found, to collect the sums 
expended in repairs from the selectmen of the town or 
towns so neglecting. 

[Remark. The method of supporting highways content' 
plated by the foregoing provisions of this statute, has gone 
into almost universal disuse throughout the state, since the 
passi?ig of the next following section, which took place in 
May 1795, authorising towns to substitute the more equal 
one of doing it by a tax upon the list of polls and rateable «- 
f ate. ] 

D 
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§ 10. And be it further enacted^ That each town in this 
state have liberty, and the same is hereby granted to said 
towns, to tax themselves upon the list of their polls and 
rateable estate, for the purpose of repairing their high- 
ways, during the pleasure of the assembly. 

$11. And be it further enacted^ That where any new 
highway, or common road from town to town, or place 
to place, shall be wanting ; and where old highways with 
more convenience may be turned or altered, any per sot* 
•r persons may make application to the county court 
within the same county, for that purpose ; which person 
moving as aforesaid, shall, at least twelve days before the 
sitting of the court to which he or they shall mi-.ke appli- 
cation as aforesaid, cause a citation to be served on one or 
more of the selectmen of that town within whose bounds 
the same is moved to be laid, out, or altered, to appear 
(if they see cause) at said court, and make their objec- 
tions (if any they have) against such highways being laid 
out or altered ; and thereupon, if no objections are offer- 
ed, or if the objections are judged insufficient, the said 
court may enquire, by a disinterested committee, or oth- 
erwise, into the conveniency or necessity thereof; and if 
the same is judged by said court to be of common con- 
venience or necessity, such court is hereby empowered 
to appoint a committee of three disinterested freeholders, 
to view and lay out, or alter, such highways ; which 
committe shall give seasonable notice to one or more of 
the selectmen of the town or towns in which the si-me 
is to be laid out ; and also set up a notification in writing 
on the sign post in such town or towns, at least twenty 
^ays before they enter on said service, thereby notifying 
the owners of the land, and others concerned, of the time, 
place, and occasion of their meeting: ; and shall be ui.der 
oath to perform said service according to their best skill 
and judgment, with most convenience to the public, and 
least damage to private property ; and shall ascertain the 
place and course of such highway, and estimate the dam- 
ages done to any particular persons by laying out the 
same, and make return thereof in writing under their 
hands, to said county court ; which being approved by 
the court, and recorded, said highway shall be and re- 
main a public highway : And the charges of laying out 
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the same, and the damages sustained by any persons 
thereby, shall be paid by the town in whose bounds it 
shall be laid out : And upon the neglect to make pay- 
ment thereof to the persons to whom the said charge, or 
any part thereof, shall be so ordered, the said court shall 
send forth a scire facias against the selectmen of the said 
town, to shew cause why execution shall not be awarded 
against them ; and upon their neglect to shew sufficient 
cause, shall award execution again&t them for the charges 
aforesaid, with additional cost. 

§ 12. And in case any person is aggrieved by the do- 
ing of said committee, either in laying out such highway, 
or estimating the damages, the court upon application^ 
before the report of the committee is accepted, or any 
determination thereon, may enquire into the matter com- 
plained of by a jury 1 ; if the party aggrieved desire it, and 
'grant such relief as the case may require. — But if it ap- 
pear that there was no just cause of complaint, the court 
may order that the person applying shall pay the cost 
arising thereby ; otherwise it shall be paid by the town. 
And such court may give judgment, and grant execution 
accordingly. 

§ 13. And be it further enacted^ That the selectmen of 
the respective towns in this state, or the major part of 
them, may lay out such public highways, or private ways., 
as they shall judge needful, within their respective town, 
first giving reasonable notice to the owner of the land 
through which the same are to be laid out, or leave such 
notice in writing at the place of their abode, if within this 
state, to be present, if they see cause, at the laying out 
such ways ; and the damage done to such person by lay- 
ing out the same shall be paid by the person applying for 
such ways, if the same be for their private use only.; 
but if such ways be for the common use of the inhabit- 
ants, it shall be paid by the town. And a survey in wri- 
ting, under the hands of the selectmen, containing a par- 
ticular description of such ways, being made, accepted by 
the town, and recorded in the records of lands in such 
town, and satisfaction made to the persons damnified, or 
the money deposited with the town treasurer for theii? 
use, ready to be paid to them when they apply for the 
same, according to an estimation that shall be made by 



*• Towks. [part #. 

three judicious, disinterested freeholders, under oath, ap- 
pointed by a justice of the pe ace fo r that purpose, or as 
the selectmen and parties indSJKed may agree: then 
such ways shall be and remain for the use for which they 
were laid out. 

$ 14. Provided uevcrthele—) That if any person shall 
be aggrieved by any act of the selectmen, in laying out 
any public or private way, or by the estimate of the dama- 
ges, such aggrieved person may within eight months a£ 
ter the same is laid out, apply to the county court in 
the county wherein such town is situated, for relief; 
causing said selectmen to be duly cited to shew reason, 
if any be, why such relief should not be granted ; which 
court may enquire of the same by a jury, if the aggriev- 
ed party desire it, or by a committee, and grant such re- 
lief as shall appear to said court to be just and reasona- 
ble, either by discontinuing such highway, or private 
way, or altering the same, or increasing the damages : 
And if it appear there was just cause of complaint, the 
charge arising thereby, and the increase of damages, if 
any be, shall be paid by the town or persi.i for whose use 
such way is laid out ; but if otherwise, said court may 
. order said cost to be paid by the party complaining, and 
give judgment, and grant execution accordingly. 

§ 15. And no highway, or private way, laid out by the 
selectmen by virtue of this act, through any persons en- 
closure, who shall declare himself aggrieved by laying out 
the same, shall be laid open, or occupied until the expira- 
tion of twelve months after laying out such way, that such 
persons may have opportunity to apply for relief as afore- 
said, and also have time to fence and secure their en- 
closures. 

§ 16. And be it further enacted^ That if the selectmen 
of any town, upon application, shall neglect, or refuse to 
lay out such private ways as may be necessary for any 
inhabitants of such town, the county court is hereby em- 
powered, upon application, to cause such ways to be laid 
out as may appear necessary, in the same manner as 
public highways are by this act directed to be laid out, 
and order the cost of laying out the same, and damages 
sustained by any person thereby, to be paid by the per- 
sous apply iug for such ways, if the same be for their use 
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only ; but if for the common use of the inhabitants, then 
to be paid by the town. 

$ If. And each committee man employed in laying 
out highways, shall be allowed for himself, horse, and 
expences, one dollar and tfdrty>/bur cents. Statutes B, /. 
fi. 374—9. 

An act in addition to an " Act for providing, altering, 
regulating and mending Highways " 

$ 1. Be it enacted, &c. That the selectmen of the sev- 
eral towns be, and hereby are authorized) with the appro- 
bation of such towns, to discontinue any public highway, 
or private way, which shall have been laid out by such 
selectmen, or their predecessors in office ; and if any per* 
son shall be aggrieved by the doings of any selectmen, 
in discontinuing a highway, an appeal shall be allowed 
to the county court in the same manner and under the 
same regulations, as by law is provided for persons ag- 
grieved by the doings of selectmen in laying out high- 
ways. 

§ 2. jfnd be it further enacted, That the several county 
courts shall be, and hereby are authorized and empow- 
ered to discontinue any highway which may have been 
laid out other than by the selectmen a* aforesaid, and 
•which may have become unnecessary for public use. 
Provided^ That when any highway shall be discontinued 
in pursuance of this act, the same shall be at the disposal, 
and for the benefit of the corporation or person to whom 
the fee of the land belongs- upon which the road was 
laid out. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted. That when the selectmen 
of any town* shall neglect to keep in good and sufficient 
repair any public highway within such town which it is 
the duty of such town to maintain and repair, it shall be 
the duty of the county court, upon complaint made, to 
order necessary repairs* and grant a> warrant against the 
selectmen of the town where such neglect is found, to 
collect the sums expended in such repairs * And it shall 
lie the duly of the state's attorneys and sheriffs of their 
respective counties, to make complaint of wj t«^wx. ^ 
tforemdr which mays/jonae to theAT \xu*a\t&%P» 

g 4. Me it further enact ed, Th*V vto WSAVj wssNaV 
x> 2 
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the respective counties, upon the etsahlishment by them 
of any highway, shall direct when the same shall be 
opened, and when the damages assessed shall be paid. 
Statues B. /. fi. 379, &c. 

An act passed in 1 8 1 2 particularly directing the pro- 
ceedings in cases wherein juries are called to re-assess 
damages in pursuance of the 12th and Uth sections of 
the statute to which the foregoing is in addition, for which 
see Statues B. /. fi. 380. 

And by an act in further addition to the same it is pro- 
vided " That each town in this state that shall repair 
their highways by a tax, shall have right to collect any 
tax laid for that purpose, of all non-resident proprietors 
in such town." Statutes B. i. fi. 381. 

An act directing the erection of Railings on bridges and 

highways in certain cases, 

Be it enacted, l?c. That the town, corporation, com- 
pany or person, which by law is obliged to maintain any 
bridge* road, or highway, shall erect and maintain a good 
and sufficient railing, or fence, on the sides of suck 
bridge, and the sides of such parts of each road as are se 
made or raised above the adjoining ground as to endan- 
ger the safety of travellers ; and if it shall so happen that 
any person shall suffer any damage in his person or prop- 
erty, by reason of any want of, or defect in, any such 
railing or fence, such town, corporation, company or per- 
son shall pay to him, her or them who shall so suffer, 
double damages- Statutes B, i. fi. 38 1. 

For the provisions of law relating to the removal of 
encroachments upon the highways, see the title En- 
croachments under the general title Selectmen in 
part second. 



INHABITANTS. 

The admission and settlement of inhabitants in towns, 

and the regulations under which they shall gain legal 

habitancy therein, so that in case of inability to support 

themselves and families, they shall be maintained at the 

charge of* town, are provided fer> waA \KwxtaicA. Ss\ 

&e /Mowing statute entitled 
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An act for the admission of inhabitants in towns, and for 
preventing charge on account of such as are admitted 
therein. 

§ 1. Be it enacted^ &c That no person who is not an 
inhabitant of this state, or of any of the United Stales, 
who may come to reside in any town ii» this state, shall 
gain a legal settlement in such town, unkss admitted 
by vote of the inhabitants of such town, or by consent of 
Che civil authority in, and selectmtn of such town, or 
unless such person shall be appointed to, and execute 
tome public office. 

$ 2. Be it further enacted, That no person who is an 
inhabitant of any of the United States (this state except* 
ed) who may come to reside in any town in this state* 
ahull gain a legal settlement therein, unless he have 
some one of the requisites- enumerated in the prece- 
ding paragraph, or unless he shall have been possessed, 
in his own right in fee, of a real estate of the value of 
three hundred and thirty-four dollars, during his continu- 
ance there ; but such person not having gained a settle- 
ment as aforesaid, if the selectmen judge he is likely to 
become chargeable to such town, may be removed to the 
place of his legal settlement, as is hereafter in this act 
provided. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted, That no inhabitant of any 
town in this state shall gain a legal settlement in any oth- 
er town in this state, unless he have some one of the 
requisites enumerated in the first paragraph of this act, or 
unless he shall have been possessed of a real estate of the 
value of one hundred dollar* in the town to which he may 
have removed, during his continuance therein, or unless 
he hath supported himself for the term of six years, agree- 
ably to a subsequent provision in this act. 

S 4. Be it further enacted, That any inhabitant of any 
town in this state may rtmove with his or her family, or 
if such person have no family may remove him or her- 
self into any other town in this state, and continue there 
without being liable to be warned to depart, or to be re- 
moved therefrom, except in the case hereinafter provid- 
ed ; and shall gain a legal settlement ia viae, vw^\s^VC\Ox 
*fe ot she may have ao remove^ \& tana \» « ^w*.^*s\ 
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reside in such town for the full term of six years next 
from and after his or her first removal into such town ; 
trod shall during the whole of said term have supported 
him or herself, and his or her family, if such person have 
a family at the lime of such removal, or at any time dur- 
ing said term, without his, her, or their becoming charge- 
able to such town, or to the town that may by law be lia<f 
ble to charge for the support of such person and family ; 
but if any such person shall at any time before the expira- 
tion of said term of six years, become unable to support 
him or herself and family, if any be, and become charge- 
able to the town that may be liable to charge for his, her, 
or their support, in that case, every such person, with hi3 
or their family, if any be, may be removed to the place of 
his or her last legal settlement, in the same manner as is 
hereafter provided in this act, respecting the removal of 
inhabitants of other towns. 

[Remark* The provisions of the foregoing section arc 
modified by an additioital act flossed at May session, 18 10, by 
which it is enacted, That no person who is an inhabitant of 
any town in this state, shall in virtue of the six yeaiV res- 
idence in any pther town in this* state, mentioned in the 
fourth section of the act to which this is in addition, gaia 
a legal settlement in the town to which he may have so re- 
moved, who shall have neglected to pay any of the lawful 
taxes which may have arisen against him, while so resid- 
ing, within the time by law prescribed for the payment 
thereof. And if any such person shall, at any time, before 
the expiration of said terra of six years, and within the 
time by law prescribed for the payment of such taxes, de- 
mand having been first made of him by the collector there- 
of, neglect or refuse to pay the same, in that case every 
such person with his or her family, if any be, may be re- 
moved to the place of his or her last legal settlement, in 
the same manner as in said act is provided for the remov~ 
al of inhabitants of other states." Statutes B. ji.fl. 34, 35.} 
§ 5. Be it further enacted* That when any inhabitant 
of any of the United States (this state excepted) shall come 
to reside in any town in this state, the civil authority, or 
the major part of them in such town, are hereby authori- 
ved, (upon the Application of the ae\ectme^ \i vVivj yari^p 
proper, by warrant under their bands, d\re>cvefc vo tttierc o\ 
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the constables of said town, to order said person to be con- 
veyed to the state from whence he or she came ; and such 
constable on receiving said warrant* is hereby authorised 
to execute the same, and the expence thereof being liqui- 
dated and allowed by the selectmen of the town td which 
such constable belongs, shall be paid out of the treasury of 
such town. And also the expence of conveying an inhab- 
itant of this state, as aforesaid) shall be liquidated, allowed* 
and paid in the same manner ; provided such person, in 
either case, has not gained a legal settlement as aforesaid. 

§ 6. Be it further enacted, That the selectmen of any 
town be, and they are hereby authorized, either by them- 
selves, or by warrant from an assistant or justice of the 
peace, in such town, directed to either constable of such 
town, which warrant such assistant or justice is here- 
by authorized to give, to warn any person, not an in- 
habitant of this state, to depart such town, and the person 
so warned shall forfeit and pay to the treasury of such 
town, one dollar and sixty-seven cents per week for every 
week he or she shall continue in such town after warning 
given as aforesaid ; and when any such person who shall 
be convicted of a breach of this act, in refusing to depart 
on warning as aforesaid, hath no estate to satisfy the fine, 
such person shall be whipped on the naked body, not ex- 
ceeding ten stripes, unless he or she depart the town with- 
in ten days next after sentence given, and reside no more 
theiein, without leave of the selectmen. Provided never- 
theless, that nothing contained, in this paragraph, or the 
paragraph next preceding, shall be construed to affect ap- 
prentices under age, or servants bought for time. 

§ 7. Be it further enacted, That if any person not an 
inhabitant of this state, shall return after sending away as 
aforesaid, and abide in said town from whence sent, after 
warning given him to depart as aforesaid, he shall be 
whipped on the naked body, not exceeding ten stripes, and 
may again be sent away, and dealt with as aforesaid, as of- 
ten as there shall be occasion ; and the selectmen in the 
respective towns are hereby empowered and directed to 
prosreute all breaches of this act. 

$ 8. Be it further enacted, That if any inhabitant in any 
town, shall contrary to the intent of this act, entertain or 
hire any 6uch person; not an. mtafoilaftX cK >J»& *.\a8*v*VR> 



46 Yowk$. tPdXTl, 

shall come to reside in such town, or let any house or land 
to such person, unless such inhabitant shall first give se- 
curity to the acceptance of the authority and selectmen of 
such town, to save said town from all expence that might 
be occasioned thereby ; such inhabitant shall forfeit anfl 
pay to the treasury of such town, one d liar and sixty-* even, 
cents per week, for every week he or she shall harbor, en- 
tertain, hire, or let estate as aforesaid. 

§ 9. Be it further enacted, That any person who shall 
bring into this state any poor or indigent person, and leave 
him or her in any town within the same, of which town he 
T>r she is not an inhabitant, such person so "bringing in and 
leaving such poor and indigent person, shall forfeit and 
pay for every such person so brought in and left, the sum 
of sixty-seven dollars, to be recovered in any court proper 
to try the same, and for the use of such town. 

§ 10. Be it further enac ted, That whosoever shall enter- 
tain any person not an inhabitant of any town in this state, 
for the space of fourteen days, and the said person shall, 
when so entertained, be reduced by sickness, or otherwise, 
to necessitous circumstances, so as to need relief, the per- 
son so entertaining shall support and sustain the charge 
thereof, excepting only when he hath within the said four- 
teen days given sufficient notice thereof to the selectmen 
of the town in which such person is so entertained, ift 
which case it shall be defrayed out of the public treasury of 
this state, by order of the governour and council (unless 
the person so emertaincd hath relations* who by law are 
liable for his support ;) and all expence that may be incur- 
red in the support of such person within the term of three 
months, from the time of his coming into such town, in 
ease he shall within the term of three months have been 
warned to depart said town, shall in like manner be defray- 
ed out of the public treasury of this state ; and all expenc- 
es that may arise in support of such person subsequent to 
the said term of three months, on account of sickness or 

* 7h? degree of relationship which is here alluded to is &L 

fined by the xtatutc under the title Idiots, Statutes B.%. p. 383, 

and is as follows : "Father or mot her, grand-father or grand- 

mother, children or grandchildren ; if th^ij are of sufficient 

ability." 
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lameness which shall have commenced within the said 
term of three months, and which shall have continued be* 
yond the said term, to such a degree as to render it unsafe 
to remove such person, shall during the continuance of 
such sickness or lameness only, be defrayed out of the 
public treasury of this state ; and all subsequent expenc- 
es shall be defrayed by such town during his continuance 
therein. 

§ 11. Be it further enacted^ That the several towns in 
this state shall be holden to support and maintain their re- 
spective inhabitants, whether living within the town to 
which they belong, or to any other town in this state, who 
may need relief; and any town which shall have, pursuant 
to the provisions of this act, incurred expence in support- 
ing the inhabitants of any other town, ihull have liberty, 
in addition to the provisions already made, to bring any 
proper action at common law against the said town for 
the recovery of such expence. Statutes B. i.fi. 390, fcfe. 

An act in regard to persons not inhabitants of this state» 
and their support in case of sickness. 

§ 1. Beit enacted) Wc. That if any town in this state 
shall, after the first day of January next, incur an expence 
in relieving or supporting a person not an inhabitant of 
any town in this state, who has had his home and resided 
in any town in this state during the six years next preced- 
ing the passing of this'act, Without being chargeable to the 
state, such expence shall be paid or reimbuised from the 
treasury of the town, in which such residence shall have 
been had ; unless such person shall, after passing this act, 
and before the relief afforded, have completed a residence 
of six years together, in some other town, in the manner 
hereafter directed. 

§ 2. Be it further enacted, That if any person, not an 
inhabitant of any town in this state, has commenced, or 
shall commence a residence in any town in this state, and 
shall complete the same to the term of six years together, 
having his home in such town for such period, without be- 
ing chargeable to the state or town, the expence of reliev- 
ing and supporting such person, if he afterwards become 
chargeable to any town, shall be, in every such case, paid 
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•r reimbursed from the treasury of the town in which such 
person, at the time of the relief afforded, shall have last 
had a home, or resided as aforesaid. 

$ 3. Be it further enacted. That the selectmen of any 
town into which a person, not an inhabitant of any town in 
this state, shall come to reside, may at any time within 
six years from the coming of such person into their town, 
remove such person to the town in which he shall have 
last resided and had his home, as is before provided in toil 
act ; and for that purpose, such selectmen are hereby au- 
thorized to pursue any of the means already provided by 
law for the removal of persons not inhabitants of this 
state. Statutes B. u. ft. 109. 

It has been determined by the Superior Court, Wilwn v. 
Hinckley, county of Tolland, January Term, 1787, JSrby's 
Rejiort*, fi. 202, That an Indian woman, a native of this 
eountry married to a man, who was also a native of the 
land, and born of an Indian free woman, might gain a legal 
settlement by one year's residence (as the statute then 
was) so as to charge the town where the residence was 
had. 

In the case Johnson v. Huntington, Supreme Court of 
Errors, 1804, it was determined that " A woman belong- 
ing to this state, married to an inhabitant of another state, 
may gain a settlement if her marriage is void. 

Also, in the same case, that " A lunatic, needing sup* 
port, may be removed to the town where she has a settle* 
ment, although she has a reversionary estate in fee in the 
town where she resides. Day'* Reft. V. 1.//. 212. 



JURORS. 

An act for providing and regulating of Jurors in civil 

actions. 

§ 1. Be it enacted, ifc. That the civil authority, select- 
men, constables, and grand-jurymen, in the several towns 
hereafter in this act named, shall sometime in the month 
of January, annually, meet together, and when so met 
shall choose, to serve as jurymen in the several superi- 
or and county courts, in that county to which such town? 
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respectively belong, such a number of their able judicious 
freeholders as is hereafter in this act prescribed ; each of 
-which freeholders shall have a freehold estate, rated in 
the general list at nine dollars, or more. 

$ 2. And that in each of said towns hereafter hamed 
there shall be a box provided at the cost of the town, 
with a lock to it, and lodged in the town clerk's hands ; 
and when the jurymen are chosen as aforesaid, the town 
clerk shall write each man's name so nominated on a- 
piece of paper by itself, and put the several names so writ* 
ten, in the said box, and keep the same locked in his hands, : 
that the said names may be drawn as hereafter provided. 

§ 3. Be it enacted, That some convenient time before 
the sitting of the aforesaid courts, the clerk of the su- 
perior and respective county courts in this state, shall is- 
sue out warrants, directed to either of the constables of- 
the several towns hereafter named, or to some of them in 
the county in which the court is to be held, to summon 
and warn so many able, judicious and lawful freeholders 
of their town, as the warrant directs, to attend and serve 
as jurbrs at such court ; and the jurors of the superior 
court shall be sommoned to attend at two of the clock on 
the first day of the sessions of said court ; and the jurors 
of the county courts shall be summoned to attend at eight 
of the clock on the third day of the sessions of said court. 
And when any constable shall receive any such warrant, 
to summon any certain number of jurymen to attend, and 
serve as such at any of the said courts, he shall repair to 
the town clerk, and in his presence (or in his absence, in 
tbe presence of one of the selectmen of such town, or a 
justice of the peace) draw out of the box aforesaid, the 
number his warrant directs him to summon, without see- 
ing the names he draws, before he draws them ; and hav- 
ing so done, shall then proceed to summon those men for 
jurymen whose names he has so drawn. 

$ 4. But if an j or all the men whose names are thus 
drawn, be at the time either from home or sick, or other- 
wise unavoidably hindered from attending such court, his 
or their name or names shall be returned into said box, 
and others In his or their room, drawn and summoned in 
manner aforesaid. And the constable shall make timely 
return of his warrant unto the cletfc V\\*\.^*tw\^^^^^s 
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with an endorsement thereon certifying whom he has 
sommoned for the purpose aforesaid : on pain that every 
constable failing of his duty therein, shall forfeit and pay 
tinto the county tresurer, for the use of the county, a fine 
not exceeding fiv> dollar s, at the discretion of the judges 
of the court, unless such constable shall seasonably make 
his exepse to the acceptance of said court. 
. $5. Be it further enacted, That if any juryman, chosen, 
drawn, and summoned as aforesaid, shall make default of 
appearance according to the directions of such warrant. Ha 
sjiall forfeit and pay to the treasurer of the county wherein 
he dwells, the sum of (wo dollar s> unless the court on hear- 
ing the excuses made on his behalf, shall judge them suffi- 
cient. 

$ 6. And the several towns hereafter named shall 
choose the number of jurymen to each town annexed : 

[Remark. The following table is made conformable to the 
present existing laws regulating the number of Jurymen in 
the several towns."]. 



Hartford, 

Berlin, 

Bristol, 

Burlington, 

Canton, 



12 East-Haven, 
7 Meriden, 
4 Middlebury, 
4 Milford, 
4 North-Haven, 



East-Hartford, 12 Oxford, 
East Windsor, 12 Southbury, 



Enfield, 

Farmington, 

Glastenbury, 

Granby, 

Hartland, 

Marlborough, 

Southington, 

Suffield, . 

Simsbury, 

Wethersfield, 

Windsor, 

New-Haven, 

Branford, 

Cheshire, 

Derby, 



10 Wallingford, 
10 Waterbury, 
12 Woodbridge, 
9 Wolcott, 



8 StoningtonjK 
8 Waterford, 
8 Fairfield, 
20 Danbury, 
8 Brookfield, 
8 Greenwich, 
12 Huntington, 
20 New-Canaan, 
12 New-Fairfield, 
12 Newtown, 
8 Norwalk, 



5 New-London, 15 Redding, 



6 Norwich, 

7 Bozrah, 

10 Colchester, 
7 Franklin, 
20 Groton, 
12 Lisbon, 
20 Lyme, 
20 Montville, 



1 5 Ridgefield, 
6 Stamford, 

15 Stratford, 
8 Sherman, 

16 Trumbull, 
. 8 Weston, 
20 Wilton, 

8 Windham, 



12 N. Stonington, 10 Ashford, 
12 Preston, 18 Brooklyn, 



12 

6 
IS 
12 

■6 

10 

9 

ft 

ft 

12 

14 

lO 

10 

10 

10 

5 

8 
6 

12 

12 

8 
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Canterbury, 

Columbia* 

Hampton, 

Killing]}'! 

Lebanon, 

Mansffclcf, 

Plainfield, 

Pomfret, 

Sterling, 

Thompson, 

Voluntown, 

Woodstock, 

Litchfield, 

Barkhamated, 

Belhkm, 

Canaan, 

Colebrook, 



12 Cornwall, 

5 Goshen, 

8 Harwiugton, 

8 Kent, 

1.2 New-Hertford, 
IfeNew-Milford, 
12 Norfolk, 
10 Plymouth, 

7 Roxbury, 

7 Salisbury, 
10 Sharon, 

8 Torrington, 
14 Warren, 

." Washington, 
Watertown, 

10 Winchester, 
Woodbury, 
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10 Chatham, 


If 


8 Durham, 


21 


6 East Haddam, 


2fc 


8 Haddam, 


17 


12 Killingwortb, 


17 


8 Saybrook, 


20 


Tolland, 


1* 


Bolton, 


10 


10 Coventry, 


12 


10 Ellington, 


10 


8 Hebron, 


12 


Somera, 


12 


8 Stafford, 


12 


5 Union, 


8 


5 Vernon, 


8 


7 Willington, 


12 



§ 7. And if any of said towns shall neglect or refuse to 
provide such box, or the officers aforesaid shall neglect to 
choose such jurymen as herein provided, such town shall 
forfeit and pay to the treasurer of the county to which if 
belongs, the sum of .eight dollar*, to be recovered on infor- 
mation made by the state attorney of that county to the 
county court ; in which trial no appeel shall be allowed. 

§ 8. And be it further enacted. That if it shall so happen, 
■that a sufficient number of jurors summoned as aforesaid, 
do not appear, or if by reason of challenges, or for other 
•cause, there shall not be a sufficient number of lawful roeii 
to make up the panncl or pannels, ordered by the court to 
attend the same, the court shall order the jury or juries, to 
be made or filled up of any good and lawful freeholders in 
the county, whose names shall be returned by the sheriff; 
and where the sheriff is concerned, or related to either ef 
the parties in the case, by the constable, or such officer at 
the court shall appoint ; which jurors being so returned, 
frhul! attend the service on the penalty above ordered to be 
inflicted on those who make default of appearance. 

§9. Be it further enacted, That every constable that 
shall summon such jurors as aforesaid, shall be allowed 
■therefor (save only fur return of such suramoft&l the. «wDBft. 
fees for travel and serving, as are. tyj Ykw tjStoN^&A 1 ^ \jw 
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cesses in civil causes ; to be. pa id out of the county trees- 
ury of the respective counties where such persons are to 
attend the county courts; and out of the state treasury 
•when such jurors are summoned to attend the superior 
court. Statutes B. i. fl. 426, fcfr. 

A subsequent statute, in additon to the foregoing, afttr 
providing among other things that the compensation to 
jurors shall be seventy-five cents to each juror for the trial 
of each cause, civil or criminal ; whether such- juror be 
•impanneUcd in the trial or not, provided he be summoned, 
and actually attending ; to be paid by the clerks of the re- 
spective courts cut of the monies by them received for 
court fees : enacts, 

ft That whenever the marshal of the district of Connect- 
icut shall repair to the town clerk of any town with a vr- 
.nire facia* for the purpose of drawing and summoning ju- 
rors to attend any court of the United States, it shall be the 
duty of such town clerk, and in case of his absence, it shall 
be the duty of a selectman of such town, or a justice of the 
peace, to give to said marshal access to the jury-box, for 
the purpose of drawing the names of jurors, and be pre**- 
ent at the drawing thereof, in the same manner as the law 
provides in cases where constables repair to such town 
clerks, for the purpose of drawing and summoning ju- 
rors." Statutes B. i. fi. '43 1 , &c. 

It was held by the Superior Court, in the case Gilbert v. 
Jtider> in the County of Windham, November Term, 1 78$, 
.that " To serve as a juror is not 'to execute" an office,' 
within the meaning of the statute, requiring an oath of fi- 
delity to the stale," Kirbifs Jit/arts. h. 184. 



MEETINGS. 

Au Act for preserving due Order in Town-Meetings, 
Society-Meetings, and in the Meetings of other Com- 
munities ; and lor preventing Tumults therein. 

JVHlLREdS the peace and good order of towns, societies 
and other communities do very much defend on their /.~ace- 
ably and orderly carrying on and managing their affairs in 
their meeting*, and their regularly firccecding therein.-* 
Therefore. 
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. § 1. BE it enacted &c. That when any town, society of 
proprietors meeting, or the meeting of any other com* 
rauuity is lawfully assembled, if any person or persons 
whatsoever! shall in such meeting or assembly, by tumuK 
tuous noise, quarreling, or by any unlawful act, disturb 
such meeting, or hinder the members thereof from pro- 
ceeding in an orderly and peaceable manner to the choice 
pf their moderator, or after the choice of such moderator, 
shall vilify or abuse him, or interrupt him in the discharge 
of his trust ; or after he hath commanded silence in such 
meeting, shall speak in the meeting to the disturbance of 
tjfce* business of the meeting, without the moderator's 
leave first had and obtained, (unless it be to ask reasona- 
ble liberty to speak) such person or persons so offending 
in any of the particulars above mentioned, contrary to the 
intent of this act, shall for every such offence forfeit and 
pay a fine of eight y^/lur cents to the treasurer of the town 
where the offence is committed. 

§ 2. All offences against this act to be heard and deter- 
mined by any one assistant or justice of the peace ; unless 
the offence be aggravated by some notorious breach of 
peace : in which case the offenders shall be bound over by 
such assistant or justice, to the next county court, to an- 
swer for such offence : Which court may impose such 
fine as the aggravations of the offence, in their judgment 
deserves ; not exceeding tlurty-four dollars. 

§ 3. And that no such meeting shall be adjourned, but 
by the major part of the members present.— Statute £. u 
Ji. 492. 

An Act in addition to the Statute entitled a An Act for 
preserving due Order in Town Meetings, Society Meet- 
ings* and in the Meetings of other Communities, and 
for the preventing Tumults therein." 

BE it enacted &c. That it shall be ill the power of the 
moderator of any town meeting, society meeting, propri- 
etors' meeting, or of any meeting of any other community 
lawfully assembled, and of the presiding officer of any 
freeman's meeting whenever any disorders are committed 
in the meeting punishable by law and the offender or of- 
fenders shall refuse to submit to his lawful authority, to 
order any aheriflj deputy &tK?Va\<rc ^^w^^v^^^^^ 

B % 



offender or offenders into custody and to hold him or 
them in custody, and if necessary to remove him or them 
out of said meeting until he or they shall conform to or- 
der, or if need be until such meeting be closed, and there- 
upon such sheriff} deputy sheriff or constable shall have 
full power to command all necessary assistance, of suita- 
ble persons to aid him therein as in other cases he is au& 
thorised to do in conserving the peace and suppressing 
riots, and any person so commanded to assist, shall is 
case of refusal, be liable to the same penalty as in other 
cases he is liable to for refusing to assist sheriffs and con- 
stables in the execution of their respective offices. Pro- 
vided nevertheless that no person so commanded to assist 
shall be deprived of his right of acting in the business of 
such meeting nor the offender or offenders, any longer 
than he shall continue to refuse to conform to order.—* 
Statute B. /. fi. 493. 

MILITIA. 

Extract from an act for forming and conducting the mili- 
tary force of this State. 

§ 23. And be it further enacted^ That whenever any 
soldier shall be unable to equip himself with arms and ac- 
coutrements required by law, a certificate from two of the 
civil- authority of the town to which he belongs shall be 
sufficient evidence to the commanding officer of the com- 
pany of such inability ; which certificate being made, no 
execution shall issue against him for any fine which may 
have been imposed for any such deficiency. And in every 
such case it shall be the duty of the selectmen of the 
town to provide such soldier with arms, and the whole or 
any part of such accoutrements as may be necessary, with- 
in forty days after such certificate shall be shewn them, 
and in default thereof, the said commanding officer shall, 
in his dficial capacity, have right of action against such 
selectmen or any of them, to recover the value thereof ; 
any one assistant of justice of the peace to hear and deter- 
mine the same, and grant execution thereon ; and in such 
case no appeal shall be allowed. And the commanding 
officer shajl thereupon, without delay, provide such arms 
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and accoutrements, and they shall be the property of such 
town ; and all arms belonging to the town shall, by the 
commanding officer of the company, be deposited in such 
place as he may think proper, to be ready for such sol- 
diers aiyfor the time being, may be unable to equip them- 
selves }«nd such officerl shall be liable to pay therefor if 
lost through his neglect. Statute* B* i.fl m 5 10, ' *• 
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MINISTERS. 

a 

- * 

Towns are for certain purposes identified with societies* 
as is explained by the following case, citfd. 
• In the case Uunsington^c . v. Carfientef, Superior Couit, 
county of New-London, March Term, 1786, it was observ- 
ed by the court, that " the inhabitants of each town in this 
state, (not divided into societies) are by law a corporation 
for the purpose of supporting public worship, and the 
gospel ministry, as well as for civil purposes ; and in their 
corporate capacity, have power to receive and hold estates 
real and personal, for said uses, and to call and settle min- 
isters, build meeting-houses, &c. 

The name and description by which they receive es- 
tates, and transact business in their ecclesiastical capacity, 
fe the same to wit, The inhabitant* of the town of &c. 

When part of the inhabitants of such town are consti- 
tuted a new and distinct society, the remaining inhabit- 
ants are considered for ecclesiastical purposes as the same 
corporation, having continuance and succession, by the 
name of ih^ first society which before existed by the name 
.of the inhabitant* of the town ; and as holding the meet- 
ing-house, and all other estates that the inhabitants of such 
town received, acquired and held, for any of the uses for 
which societies are constituted ; and as bound to perform 
all the contracts and agreements made by the inhabitants 
of such town, with the minister for his support, or respect- 
ing any other matter proper to a society. Kvrby** Re* 
port*, p. 46. 

An Act for the Settlement, Support, and Encouragement 
of Ministers; and for the well-ordering Estates giy«n 
. :: £>r the Support of the Ministry. 
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$ 1 . BE it enacted, &c That the inhabitant* of «Q£ 
town or society, constituted by this assembly, who ajrevor 
shall be present at a town or society meeting, legaJlywarq* 
ed, shall have power by the major vote of those so m«t*lcr 
call and s title a minister or ministers among them* and 
to provide for bis or their support and maintenance./ , 

% 3. Provided, That no person be allowed to vote in ajujf 
such affairs, unless such person or persons have a freehold; 
in the same lownjar society, rated at nine dollars or <mc 
hundred and tfdrtyfaur dollars in the common Iibt, or ire. 
persons of full age, and in full communion with the church 
in the said towaor society. " 

§ 3. That the yninister or ministers which have been«ot 
shall be so called and settled, shall be the minuter or rain-, 
iaters of such town or society. i 

5 4f. And all agreements which have been, or shall ba 
made by the major part of the inhabitants of such town or 
society, qualified and met as aforesaid, with such minister 
or ministers, respecting his or their settlement and main- 
tenance, shall be binding and obligatory on all the inhabit 
ants of such town or society so agreeing, and on their sue* 
cessors, according to the true intents and purposes there* 
of. 

§5. That the several towns wherein there is but one 
ecclesiastical society, and the several societies aforesaid 
within this state, shall pay unto their respective ministers 
for the time being, who dispense the gospel therein, and 
are, or shall be according to the laws of this state, settled 
or called to preach among them, annually, the several 
sums or payments agreed upon between them, as afore- 
said, according to the true . intent and meaning of such 
agreements, both for the specie,* and valuation thereof. 

§6. And that all such towns and. societies, by their 
proper votes or acts, shall annually take care to grant * 
tax for the purpose aforesaid, to be levied on their several 
•inhabitants according to their respective list, in the com- 
mon list or. lists of the persons, ana* estates of said inhabit* 

j. 

* The word " specie," as used in our ancient statutes and 

records, meant specific articles of fiersonai firofierty, which 

"were to be. paid in fulfilment of a contract, or in satisfaction 

of a clajm* These were commonly (lie ^recfyce of ihejkrra* 
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ants ; which shall tc collected by sucil person or persons 
as such towns or' societies shtdl annually choose ai*d ap- 
point for that end. 

§ 7. And the selectmen of such towns, and the com- 
mittee of such societies are. hereby required to take all 
proper care in their respective precincts, that such rates 
or taxes be granted and collected as aforesaid, for the sup- 
port of their minister. ^ 

$8. And when any such rate or tax is granted and 
made, as aforesaid, the said select-men or committee shall 
apply to some assistant or justice of the peace in the same 
county, for a writ or warrant, directed to the collector or 
collectors chosen and appointed to collect such rate or tax* 
enabling and requiring him or them to levy and collect 
the same : which assistant or justice shall forthwith pro- 
ceed to grant out said writ. 

§9. And every such collector or collectors shall with 
convenient speed, levy and collect every such rate com- 
mitted to him or them : the whole of which they shall do, 
and pay unto the said minister or ministers within two 
months after the' yearly salary is become due, for the pay- 
ment of which such rate or tax is or shall be granted. 

Always Provided, That if any person or persons shall 
be assessed wrongfully, or more than his or their propor- 
tion, they shall have remedy by the county court of the 
same county whereto he or they belong, upon proof made 
thereof. 

§ 10. And if at any time the said two months shall be" 
expired, and run out, and such minister hath not received 
his salary for the year then past ; the selectmen of soch 
town and the committees of such societies where siu !i 
neglects or delays* shall happen, shall forthwith take out a 
distress upon such negligent collector or collectors who 
shall have collected such rate, directed to the sheriff* cf 
ihe county, or constable of the town, signed by an assist- 
ant or justice of the peace ; who are empowered to grant 
the same, to levy such part of such rate as then remains 
unpaid, to such minister, out of the estate of such collec- 
tor or collectors ; which the said sheriff or constable shall 
forthwith proceed to do^ and pay the same unto si:: 1 : niii> 
is'.er. t 
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§ 11. That if any of the selectmen or committees afort* 
said, shall neglect their duty in not taking out a distress 
as aforesaid, upon the collector or collectors as aforesaid, 
such part of the said rate remaining unpaid, shall be pail 
by such selectmen or committee so neglecting, togethtt 
with a fine of ten dollars to the county treasury for every. 
such neglect. 

§ 12. All which shall be recovered by action brought b$ 
the state's attorney, to the county court in the same conn*, 
(y ; and no appeal shall be granted in such case. 

$ 1 3. And in case any such town or society shall neg- 
lect to choose and appoint a collector or collectors, as 
aforesaid, any one assistant or justice of the peace, next 
residing te such town or society shall, and he is hereby, 
authorised to appoint and empower by his warrant, such 
coll dor or collectors for the purpose aforesaid. 

£ 14. And where any town or society within this state* 
sh*U have made no agreement with their minister or mini 
isiers for the sum <>f their yearly maintenance, and such 
minister or ministers do find him or themselves aggriev- 
ed by tooscauty allowance every such minister making ap~ 
plication to the general assembly, shall by said assembly 
have ordered unto him or thern a suitable and sufficient 
maintenance to be given hiin cr them by the inhabitants of 
the town or society whereto he or they belong. 

5 15. And that if any town or society shall be for any 
yeur or years without a minister preaching the gosptl to 
them, sucii town or society shall in the said year or years 
pay such sum or payment as the general court shall ap- 
point, of which payment or payments the collector or col*. 
lcc'.ors who shall collect the same shall make certificate to 
the next county court of that county, which court shall 
dispose of and improve the said sums for the use of the 
ministry in the town or society where it is collected as 
soon as opportunity may be had for it according to the; 
discretion of the court. 

§ 1 6. And whereas there hare been divers grants, donations, 
or sequestrations of lands, monies cr ether estates or intcrct:s % 
made for the use and support of the ministry, settled and r«? 
tahlhhed by the laws of this state, by means whereof in sun* 
d*-y tfthe towns and societies in this sta!c ) there crc consider* 
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able estates veiongihg to' such towns of societies, for the use 
and support of the ministry therein settled) or that shall be 
settled as aforesaid. 

And whereas it is convenient that suitable provision be 
made for fife taking care of, and improving such estates y for 
the end designed in granting) giving or sequestering the 
sume 9 Therefore, 

He it further enacted, That where there are any lands, 
monies, or other estates granted, given, or sequestered, 
according to ancient custom, usage or practice, or shall 
hereafter be given, granted or sequestered for the use and 
support of such ministry, in any town or society in this 
state, then and in every such case, the selectmen for the 
time being, of such town where there is but one ecclesias- 
tical society ; and the committees for the time being, of 
such ecclesiastical societies as have been, or shall be con- 
stituted by this assembly ; or a committee appointed by 
such town or society (which committee they ere hereby 
respectively empowered to that end to appoint) shall have 
full power and authority to demand, recover, receive, take 
care o£ 9 land improve all such lands, monies, or ether es- 
tates, to and for the use of such ministry settled in such 
town or society which they respectively represent, accor- 
ding to the true meaning, intent, and design in such grants, 
donations or sequestrations contained, and for their im- 
provement thereof, and of the increase, profits, and inter- 
ests thereof to be accountable, from time to time to such 
town or society a>they respectively represent. 

§ i7. And thai such selectmen and committee may be ena* 
bled the better to do said service ; 

Be it further enacted, That the selectmen and commit- 
tee aforesaid or the major part of them, shall and may 
make all proper and necessary contracts, and commence, 
prosecute and pursue all needful suits, actions and jcauscs 
in the law, for the purpose and end aforesaid. 

§ 18. And that such selectmen and committee as shall 
from time to time succeed and come in the room and stead 
of others removed by death or otherwise, shall have the 
■ame power in their own names to act, appear, prosecute 
and pursue in and upon any contract, suit, action or cause, 
for or concerning the matter aforesaid, as fully as those 
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whom they succeeded in the office aforesaid, might or 
could do if they had not been removed as aforesaid. 

§ 19. And whereas divers of the societies aforesaid, arc 
made^ or such societies may be hereafter made and constitut- 
ed of two or more adjoining towns, so that part of the inhabit* 
ants of the society live in one town, and /tart in another. 

And whereas by virtue of the grants, donations, or sequel- 
trations aforesaid, such part of a society that ttve in one of 
the said adjoining towns, have or may have lands, monies or 
other estates, belonging to that part distinct from the rest of 
the society , for the use aforesaid. 

■ Be it therefore further enacted, That such parts of soci- 
eties having such distinct interests, shall, and may meet 
among themselves, and from time to time act, order, and 
direct, respecting such their distinct interests, for the use 
aforesaid, according to the provision before in this act 
made for societies in regard to such interests. 

$ 20. And where any such parts of a society have not 
already had yny meeting, or formed themselves, they may, 
and hereby are directed to take the same method in fonn- 
ming themselves, as societies by law are directed to take, 
in their first forming themselves to act : and being form- 
ed, may choose a clerk, who shall be sworn to a faithful 
discharge of his trust ; and also may choose a committee 
to take care of and improve the interests aforesaid, for the 
use aforesaid : who shall have the same power and author- 
ity, and be under the same regulation in their said trait ; 
as is given and provided by this act, to, and concerning 
ommittes of societies, respecting such interests. •■ 
21. And the said committee of such part of a society 
may warn meetings of the inhabitants of such parts, and 
appoint time an6\ place for that purpose, or on their neg- 
lect or refusal the clerk of such part of a society, on appli- 
cation of any five inhabitants, may warn the same by set- 
ting up a warning for that purpose, in some proper place 
or places, within the limits of such part of a society. In 
which meetings the inhabitants may proceed to act in 
any matters proper for them to act in. 

Provided always, That no meeting mentioned in this 
act, be held within less than five days after warning given, 
or set up as aforesaid ; and that no person be allowed to 
vote or act in any meeting of any town, society, or part 
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of a society) in the matters aforesaid, not qualified as be* 
fore in this act is provided) or that doth not belong to, or 
pay towards the maintenance of that ministry for the sup- 
port whereof such interests have been, or shall be granted} 
given, or sequestered, as aforesaid ; any thing before in 
this act to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding.— 
Statutes B. J.fl. 522, &c. 



OATHS. 

*• ■ ' • For the Freemeft. 

. YOU A. B. being by the providence of God, an in- 
habitant of this state of Connecticut, and now to be made 
free of the same, do swear by the name of the Everliving 
GOD, that you will be true and faithful to said state, and 
the constitution and government thereof, as a free and . 
independent state, and whensoever you shall be called to 
.give your vote or suffrage touching any matter which con- 
cerns this state, you shall give it as in your conscience you 
shall judge will conduce to the best good of the same, 
.without respect of persons or favour of any man. So 
help, you God, 

\ For Constables. 

. YOU A. B. swear by the everliving GOD, that for the 

.year ensuing, and until new be chosen and sworn, you will 

iaithfully execute the place and office of constable, for and 

.within the town of H. and the. limits thtreof ; and that you 

will endeavour to preserve the public peace of the said 

place and this state ; and will do your best endeavours to 

'see all watches and wards executed and duly attended ; 

and obey and execute all lawful commands and warrants 

that come from any magistrate or magistrates, justice of 

the peace, or court ; and execute all such orders of court 

as shall be committed to your care according to your best 

skill. So helfi you God. 

' For Town Clerks. 
YOU A. B. being chosen and appointed to be town- 
clerk or register of the town of H. do swear that you will 
truly and faithfully attend and, «tx\&& \V& \>\»Rfc «&<*&&»» 

F 
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of a town-clerk for the said town of H. according to yotr 
best skill ; and make true entries of all such grants, 
deeds of sale, or of gift, town votes, mortgages and alien- 
ations or dispositions of land as shall be completed accord* 
ing to law- ; and of all births, deaths and marriages ; and 
of all other writings and agreements as shall be brought to 
you to record ; and you will deliver true copies of the re- 
cords in your hands when they shall be required of j6H\ 
taking only your lawful fees. So helfi you God. 

for Packers. 

YOU A. B. being chosen and appointed to be packer 
of beef, pork and other goods, for the town of H. do 
swear, that jou will weH and truly pack all beef, pork, 
and other goods, an^- commodities when you shall be; 
thereto required ; that you will pack no kind of goods r* 
provisions but such as are good, sound, sortable and mer- 
chantable, nor in any cask that is not full guage ; an£ that 
you will set your own particular mark upon all cam pack- 
ad by you ; and all things proper to your place and office 
of packer* you shall faithfully perform and discharge ac- 
cording to your best skill] judgment and conscience* 
So helfi you God. 

For fence viewers, leather-sealer*) guagers, sealers of weights 
land measure*^ fitters, tything-men, surveyor* of highways, 
surveyor* and packers of tobacco, haywards, town treas- 
urers, society treasurer * 9 scavengers, commissioners of sew* 
ers, clerks of the owners of sheefi, and grand jurors, fcsV, 
mutatis mutandis. 

YOU swear that you will diligently and faithfully per- 
form, discharge, and execute the office of within 
the limits whereto you are appointed for the year ensuing, 
and until another be chosen in your place and sworn ; and 
that in all the particulars mentioned in the laws whereto 
your office hath relation, you will do therein impartially 
according to law, without fear or favour. 

So helfi you God. 
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PARTIES IN SUITS. 



An Act for enabling Communities to maintain, recover, 
and defend their common rights, estates, and interests, ( 

.§ 1. Be it enacted, &c. That it shall and may be law* 
Aif| for ajl'and every town, trustees for schools, proprietors 
of common .and undivided* lands, grants, and other estates 
and interest, and all other lawful societies or communities 
-whatever, to sue, commence and prosecute any suits or ac- 
tions, for the maintaining, recovery, or defence of their 
grahtiC interests and estates, m any court proper to try 
the same ; and to appear either by themselves, agents, or 
attornies ; and in like manner to defend in all suits and 
action*, as shall be brought or commenced against them. * 
•■ § 2. And when any such town, trustees, proprietors, or 
society as aforesaid, shall be sued, it shall be sufficient no- 
tice for them to appearand answer, to leave a true and at* 
tested copy of the wrh or summons, containing such suit of 
action, with their clerk, or either of the selectmen or com- 
mittee men, twelve days before the sitting of the court 
where the case is to be heard ; as in other actions is pro- 
vided. Statutes B, i.fi. 188. 

- In an action where a town is plaintiff, a member of that 
town- may serve the writ. Root's Refi. i.ft. 175. 

If the officer, or indifferent person, who serves the writ, 
give bonds of prosecution thereon when it issues, and is 
the only security thereon at the time of service, the serv- 
ice is nevertheless sufficient. Ibid. 328, 356. 



POOR. 

-■■■ - An Act for maintaining and supporting the Poor. 

$ l ' P € ** enac *ed, &c. That each town in this state shall 
take care of, support and maintain their own poor. 

$ ?; -And the selectmen for the time being, or overseers 
of the poor, (when any such are chosen) shall have full 
power to expend or disburse out of the town stock or 
treasury, what they shall judge meet and necessary from 
time to time, for the relief, supply axvd wpP**- <& w\ *& 
the poor belonging to their towa* so to* *&\s> ^* w** 8 *- 
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of seventeen dollars : and if more be needful, the said se- 
lectmen or overseers, or the major part of them Bhall,' 
with the advice of the authority of that town, (If* any 
there be) expend and disburse what shall be by thorn 
judged needful for the relief of the poor, as aforesaid. , 
, § 3. And in case there be none of the civil authority io 
any town, the selectmen, or overseers aforesaid, of such 
town, may act as fully as if they had such advice in the 
case aforesaid, for the relief of the poor, and for the sup- 
plying them, or any of them with victuals, clothing, fire* 
wood, or any other thing necessary for their support or 
subsistence. 

§ 4. And if any selectman, or overseer of the poor, do 
neglect or refuse to give a just account upon oath of what 
he hath expended as aforesaid, and of what, of the town's 
stock or money is in his custody, upon ten days warnings 
before an assistant or justice of the peace, when called to 
it by the town, and return what is not expended, to and 
for the use aforesaid, to the town, he or they shall be 
committed by an assistant or justice of the peace, to the 
goal, there to remain at his or their own charge and cost, 
until he or they shall give such account, and make return 
as aforestid. r 

, § 5. That if any poor person or persons who have had, 
or shall have relief or supplies from any town, shall suffer 
their children to live idly, or misspend their time in loi- 
tering, and neglect to bring them up or employ them in 
some honest calling, which may be profitable to them- 
selves and the public ; or if there shall be at any time any 
family that cannot, or do not provide competently for 
their children, whereby they are exposed to want or. ex- 
tremity ; or if there be any poor children in any such town 
that live idly, or are exposed to want and distress, and 
there are none to take care of them, it shall and may be 
lawful for the selectmen or overseers of the poor in .such 
town, and they are hereby empowered and directed, with 
the assent of the next assistant or justice of the peace, to 
bind out any and every such poor child or children. -be- 
longing to such town, to be apprentices or servants, where 
they shall see convenient ; a male child till he comes to 
the age of twenty-one years, and a female till she comes 
to the age of eighteen ; which binding 9\n3\Vk *& t$tax>&a.V 
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to til intents and purposes as if any such child were of 
full age, and by indenture of covenant had bound him or. 
hersdC Statute* B. /. ft. 552. 

■ 

In relation to binding poor children by selectmen, set 
* case cited under the particular title Childrbk, general 
tide Selectmen in the second part. 

For the laws relative to the support of State Paupe jw f 
see the. tide Sickness, in the present part. 

An act authorising the several towns in this state to es- 
tablish Asylums for the Poor. 

Be it cnactedi&c* That the several towns in this state, 
or any two or more towns, by their agents appointed for 
that purpose, be, and tbey are hereby authorised and em* 
powered to establish asylums for the admission of such 
town poor, or other destitute persons, as may be judged 
proper ; and to ordain and establish such by-laws as may 
be proper, relative to the persons to be admitted into such 
houses, and the well ordering and governing thereof, not 
contrary to the laws of this state, or the United States.— 
Provided, That all such by-laws may be at any time re- 
pealed by the Superior Court, if by said Court deemed 
unreasonable or unjust. PauedMay Scerion, 1813. 

By a decision in the EngtUh Courts, it was held in the 
cats of Ifindsony. Kersey », that "Persons living within a 
township, leaving estate therein, and being taxed for the 
'support of its poor, to the poor of which township prop* 
erty is divised, cannot be witnesses to a will containing 
such devise. 9 ' Day 9 * JRrfi. V. i.fl. 41. 



POST-GUIDES. 

An Act to oblige the several Towns in this State to erect 
Post-Guides for the convenience of Travellers. 

§ 1. Beit enacted, Wc. That it shall be the duty of tht 
•selectmen in the several towns, in this state, at the ex- 
pense of their respective towns, to erect, and keep up 
post-guides, at the comers or divisions of all ^ v^ 5 ^^ 

f2 
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roads leading from their towns, to the town or towns ad- 
joining ; and such post-guides shall indicate and point out 
the principal, road, or roads, from the towns wherein they 

are erected, to the town, or towns adjoining. 

•. 

[Remark. The second section firoviding that in cast of 
the neglect of the Selectmen, the County Court 9hdlL order 
the same to be done at the cost of the Selectmen, refiealed 9 and 
other firovisions substituted by the following statute.} 

An Act in addition to, and alteration of an Act, entitled 
" An Act to oblige the several Towns in this State to 
erect Post-Guides, for the convenience of Travellers.* 

■ § I. Be it enacted^ &c. That if the selectmen of any 
town shall neglect to erect post-guides agreeably to the 
requirements of said act, on or before the first day of Sep- 
tember next, [1797] such selectmen shall pay a fine not 
exceedingly dollars, to and for the use of the county to 
which said*town belongs, and a fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars for each month thereafter, during which said «e> 
lectmen shall neglect to erect such post-guides* 

§ 2. And be it further enacted. That if the selectmen .of 
any town in which post-guides have been, or shall be e> 
rected, shall neglect to continue the same and keep the 
same in repair, such selectmen shall forfeit and pay a 
fine noi exceeding twenty dollars to the county as afore- 
said, for every month during which such neglect shall ,ex> 

ist. ■■-■"■■■ 

$ 3. And be it further enact ed, That it shall be and here- 
by is declared to be the duty of the state's attorney in etcii 
county in this state, to make information of all breaches 
of this act by the selectmen of any town in that county, 
for which he is attorney as aforesaid, to the county court in 
such county, which court shall have jurisdiction of tucH 
information. 

: §4. And be it further enacted. That the second para* 
graph of the act to which this is an addition, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed. Statutes B. 1. fi. 553, 4. 

See Mile-stones and Selectmen, in Part xx» 
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POUNDS, 

An Act for providing and maintaining Pounds, and for 
regulating the impounding Creatures, anrd for preven- 
ting Rescues and Pound Breach. 

f $ 1. Beit enacted, &*r. That their shall be made, and 
from time to time kept and maintained, in every town 
within this state, at the charge and cost of such town, 
a sufficient pound or pounds for the impounding and re- 
straining therein, all such horses, cattle, swine and other 
creatures as shall be found damage-feaaant ; or shall be by 
law liable to be impounded. 

§ 2. And the selectmen in each town shall, from time 
^o lime, as. need shall require, erect and maintain a suffi- 
cient pound or pounds, as the towns have agreed or shall 
agree, at the proper charge and cost of said towns. 
. _ $ 3. And that if any town be at any time . hereafter, 
vcithout a sufficient pound for the purpose aforesaid, the 
selectmen of such town shall forfeit the sum ol one dollar 
and sixty-seven cents per month, for every, month such 
town is unprovided with a sufficient pound or pounds so 
agreed on by such town or towns j one half to him or 
them that shall prosecute the same to effect, and the oth- 
er half to the county treasury: antf one assistant or jus- 
tice, of the peace to. hear and determine the same. 

$4. JPropidtd nevertheless, That if any town hath gran- 
ted, or shall grant to any particular parish, hamlet, vi- 
cinity or part of any town, liberty at their own cost and 
charge to erect a pound or pounds for their own conven- 
ience (whigh grant such towns are hereby empowered to 
tnake) the said pound or pounds shall be maintained by 
the said parish, hamlet, vicinity or part of any town ; and 
the selectmen shall not suffer or be punishable for any de- 
fects therein. . 

$5. Be it further enacted^ That any person impound* 
iagany horses, cattle, swine or other creatures, shall give 
notice thereof to the owner of such creatures, as soon as 
may be, if the owner be known, on pain of forfeiting the 
same penalties as are hereafter in this act expressed for 
such persons as having notice of their creatures being 
impounded, shall neglect to redeem them out of pound. 

% 6. That if any horses, cattle, swine or other creatures 
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shall be taken damage-feasant and impounded} and the 
owner thereof is not known, the impounder shall forth- 
with inform one of the constables of the town thereof, who 
6hall cry such creatures, with their natural and artificial 
marks, by posting up the same in the town where they are 
impounded, and in the two next neighbouring towns, from 
whence it may be most likely such creatures came. 

[Remark. Additional notice is required by a subsequent 
statute passed in 1811, which is recited at the close of this 
statute. See flage 7 1 .] 

$ 7. And if no owner doth appear (in the case of sheep 
and swine that are impounded) in eight days after suclf 
creatures arc cried and posted as aforesaid, and in the 
case of horses and cattle, in twenty days after cried and 
posted as aforesaid ; then so many of the said creatures 
shall by the said constable be sold at an outcry, as may be 
sufficient to satisfy the damage and poundage, and for 
meat and water, with the charges arising for crying and 
selling the same. 

$ 8. And the marks natural and artificial of the crea- 
tures so sold, shall be entered in the town clerk's office, to-* 
gether with an account of the charges arisen and the price 
of the creatures, and the sum of the overplus remain^ 
Ing (if any be) after the town clerk is satisfied for en- 
try ; and such overplus shall be delivered to the town 
treasury to be kept for the owner ; but if no owner appear 
within one year, such overplus shall belong to said town's 
treasury. 

$ 9. Provided nevertheless, That the fence about the 
inclosure out of which horses or cattle are impounded, 
fnust b* found sufficient by two sworn fence-viewers be* 
fore any sale shall be made as aforesaid. And if the owner 
or owners of such horses or cattle shall come within said 
twenty days, he or they shall receive such horse kind or 
cattle, paying for viewing said fence, and other damage 
and cost, which by this act shall be due as aforesaid* 

$ 10. Be it further enacted. That if any person or per- 

•ons, whose creature of creatures shall be impounded,.and 

he or they notified thereof, as aforesaid shall not within 

twenty* four hour* after such notice to Idea or tiitm gfcen> 
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either replevy or redeem his or their said creature or crea- 
tures out of the pound, every such person or persons shall 
forfeit seventeen cents per head for every beast so by him 
or them suffered to continue in pound ; and so the same 
sum a day for every day after the first day that he or they 
shall suffer said creatures to continue in pound, besides all 
necessary charges the pound-keeper shall be at in pro- 
viding and giving meat and water to such creatures so 
continued in pound. 

$ 11. All of which forfeitures as shall become due for 
breach of this order, shall belong one half to the pound- 
keeper, and the other half to the town treasury ; (just 
damages and poundage being first paid ; which shall be 
done before said creatures are released out of pound :) any 
one assistant^ or justice of the peace, to hear and deter- 
mine the same;' and on conviction of the offender, to 
grant a warrant for levying the same, with cost, out of the 
estates of the persons convicted, as aforesaid. 

§ 12. Be it further enacted. That all horse-kind which 
being suffered to go at large on the commons, do break 
into any common field or particular enclosure, and are 
there found damage-feasant, and from thence impound- 
ed ; the owner thereof, if known, shall pay for the poun- 
dage five cents and five mills per head, and damages, not- 
withstanding the insufficiency of the fence. And in case 
the owner of such horse or horse-kind, cannot be known 
within the space of twenty-four hours after the impound- 
ing the same, they shall be accounted strays, and be liable 
to be proceeded with as such. 

5 13. That upon the replevin of any such horse or 
horse- kind, or other dispute in the law arising on any such 
matter, when the impounder has under oath declared the 
place from whence he took said horse or horse-kind, that 
unless the owner of such horse or horse-kind can shew to 
the satisfaction of the court or justice, before whom the 
trial is, that the said horse or horse-kind were wot suffered 
to go at large on the commons, and did enter into the said 
field or enclosure, through the insufficiency of some other 
part of the fence not adjoining to the commons, judg- 
ment shall be rendered against the owner of such horse 
or horse-kind, to pay just cU<mages N to^eAtar ^s\\Vv w^* 

$ J*. Be it further enacted^ Ttaxtae te* ViX^^&^i 
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the owner or owners of all such horse*, cattle i^TSi^c^'&d 
•wine as shall be taken daraage-feasant, and impounded, 
(whereof three-quarters shall be to the driver or impound- 
er, and one quarter to the keeper of the key) shall -btr wf 
follow*, viz. For all horses, horse-kind and neat eattfc* 
t lev en cent* per head ; for all sheep one cent and four ihifEe 
per head : fur all swine, elrven cents per head ; except 
where the law provides otherwise. '' '' 

§ IS. And that if any creatures lawfully impoondiedf 
shall escape and get out of pound the owner thereof being' 
known, shall pay all just damages and poundage- netwitn* 
standing : which shah be as recoverable by action of debit 
as any other debt whatsoever. 

Provided, The person or persons impounding suck 
creatures, shall give oath that he or they took such cm* 
lures damage-feasant. 1C 

$ 16. Jtnd be it farther enacted, That if any person q$ 
persons shall rescue any horses, cattle, sheep, swine of 
Other creatures taken up as aforesaid, out of the hand of,' 
custody of any person or persons going to pound toUJjh 
them, or shall resist them therein, or shall by any mcsuiq. 
convey such creatures out of the pound, or custody of tbp, 
law, whereby the party wronged may be liable to' lose his* 
poundage and damages ; and the law to be eluded, ,!}& 
party so offending shall for such rescues, forfeit and pay 
the sum oithrte ddlars and tldrty four cents ; and for such 
pound breach the sum of etven dollars ; three-quarter a fcf 
which shall be to the use of the town treasury of' Chirr" 
town wherein the offence shall be committed, and- Me' 
quarter thereof to him who shall prosecute the saria^* 
to effect ; and also shall pay all damages to the pMtjp' 
wronged by such rescues, or pound breach. 5 **-"■■ 

i 17. [Repealed October tension, 1812.] - * 

$18. And if it appear that there was any procurdflfetil? 
of the owner or owners of the creatures, or that they w€9e) - 
abettors ; or if it be done by their servants or chiMrrti} 
the s*id owner or owners shall pay all d<Anage and 'for* ' 
feirures, as if he or they had personally done the tame. 

$ 19. Always provided, That all complaints for breach 
•f this act, shall be prosecuted within nine months titer 
the offence is coqun'utedj and not after. • * *> ;r - , > 

_ Statutes B. I. ft. 554, Vc. 
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act in addition to an act entitled " An act for providing 
, and ipaintaining. Pounds, and regulating the impound- 
ing of creatures, and for preventing Rescues and Pound 
Breach." 

Beit enacted^ Istc. That if any horses, cattle* or mules 
shall betaken damage feasant, and impounded, and the 
itpper thereof ia not known, the constable shall, in addition 
to- the notice now required by the sixth section of the ad 
to which this ia in addition, advertise the same, with the 
aatuxal and artificial marks, in a public newspaper printed 
nearest to the town in which such creatures are impound* 
edf . Statute B. *j. fi.74. 

• - • * ■ 

SATES. 

I it the statutes upon this subject, the powers and duties 
of towns are so far blended with the regulations of thfc 
state and lesser communities, that although many of the 
provisions are foreign lb the immediate object of this part 
of the work, and some to the work itself, there seemed to 
be to necessity for reciting great part of them in this place, 
irt Order to fumi«h a correct view of the subject as it re- 
gards Towns* 

Ah act providing for the collection and payment of Rate* 

or Taxes. 

$ A* Be it enacted. If c. That every inhabitant in this 
state? shall (unless hy law in any case exempted) contribute 
tq public charges, both civil and ecclesiastical, whereof he 
doth or may receive benefit ; may and shall be compelled 
thereto if need be, by assessment and distress, to be levied 
and collected, as ia or shall be by law provided. 

§ 3v And all rates and taxes that shall be granted by 
the general court, and all other rates or taxes of counties, 
towns, societies, or. any community by law enabled to 
grant and levy taxes, shall be made by the same rule ;— « 
that is to say y according and in proportion to the general 
list of poles and ratable estate from time to time, given, 
and made according to law, except where another rule of 
granting and levying rates, taxes or assessments is by law 
prorata) n* any particular case or cases. 
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§ 3. That whensoever the general assembly doth grant 
any rate or tax, to be levied upon the inhabitants of this 
state, the treasurer of this state for the time being, is here- 
by empowered, required and directed (without any further 
notice to him given) to send forth his writs or warrants in 
due form at least three months before the time limited for 
the payment thereof into the public treasury, directed to 
the several constables, collectors of such taxes within this 
state, them commanding, without fail, to collect and pay 
the same into the public treasury by the time fixed for 
that purpose ; and in case no particular time is specially 
fixed in the grant of any tax, as aforesaid for the payment 
thereof into the public treasury, the same shall be collect- 
ed and paid in before the last day of August, which shaft 
be in each year respectively. 

Provided nevertheless, That the said collectors shall Jiot 
proceed to levy or distrain for such rates, or any part there- 
of, till within two months before the day in which the 
same is made payable into said treasury. 

§ 4. And be itjurther enacted, That if any such collec- 
tor shall neglect so to collect and pay such rate or tax*. and 
his account thereof with the treasurer to settle and adjust 
by the respective days or times to that end limited, the 
said treasurer shall, and he is hereby directed and requir- 
ed within four months next after such limited time, to is- 
sue forth a distress) directed to the sheriff of the county 
wherein such collector dwells, him in the name of jthis 
state commanding, of the goods or estate of such negli- 
gent collector, the full amount of such rate or tax, or such 
part thereof as shall then remain unpaid, to levy and pay 
to said state treasury, and for want thereof to take his body 
and him commit until the 6ame be paid, or he otherwise 
released by due course of law ; which writ shall be taiacte 
returnable to said treasurer, within sixty days from the 
date thereof; and it shall be the duty of such sheriff so to 
return the same accordingly ; duly certifying and setting 
forth his doings, touching such collections thereon, or a 
non est inventus or commitment as the case may require. 
And every sheriff to whom such distress or warrant shall 
be directed, is hereby empowered and commanded tote rve 
the same in and through all the counties and towns in 
this state agreeable to the directions therein give* 
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, ■ - ■$ S". And bt it further enacted, That in case of a return 
of non eat inventus or commitment) as aforesaid, and .the 
money thereby to have been levied, or any part thereof, 
shall still remain unpaid into the treasury, in such case 
the treasurer shall forthwith issue a distress directed to the 
sheriff as aforesaid, him requiring such remaining sum 
or sums with all officers fees and charges before such time 
arisen, and to arise of the goods or estate of the selectmen 
k (or of any or either of them) of the town to which such 
negligent collector doth belong, to levy and pay into said 
treasury ; which said writ shall be made returnable within 
sixty days. 

$ 6. And be it further enacted, That in ca3e of a return of 
non est inventus, in whole or in part of the distress issued 
as aforesaid, against the selectmen of any town, it shall 
be the duty of the treasurer, forthwith to issue a distress 
for such part of said taxes as may remain unpaid, togeth- 
er with all officers fees and charges before such time 
arisen, against the goods or chattels of the inhabitants of 
•such town. 

§7. [Imposes a fine upon the treasurer for neglecting /• 
issue distress against the collector, selectmen and inhabitants 
respectively."] 

$ 8. [Subjects the sheriff neglecting or failing in his duty, 
. to certain pains and penalties .] 

$ 9. [Makes it the duty of the States attorney in the sev- 
eral counties to prosecute breaches of this act.] 

§ 10. [Prescribes the compensation to the States Attorney 
for Am services herein.*] » 

' § 1 1. And be it further enacted, That when and so often 
•as it shall happen, that any constable, collector as afore- 
said, shall prove insolvent or shall not be able to pay the 
state tax, or any part or parcel thereof in his hands, in such 
case the treasurer is empowered and ordered to issue his 
'■' 'Warrant, directed to the sheriff of the county where such 
•insolvent or deficient constable or collector dwtlls, requir- 
ing him to levy and collect of the selectmen, or any one 
of them, of t*at town in which such insolvent constable is 
chosen as aforesaid, such rate or part or parcel thereof as 
shall then be in the hands of such insolvent constable ; 
which sheriff receiving such writ, shall be and he is hereby 
empowered and required to serve the same throughout 

o 
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this state as aforesaid ; and also shall pay what he shall so 
levy of such selectmen or selectman, to the treasurer as 
aforesaid. 

- $ 12. And the selectmen aforesaid shall, and they are. 
hereby empower - to levy a tax or rate upon the inhabit* 
ants of the said town or towns, according to the list of polls 
and ratable estate therein that shall be sufficient for the 
payment of such rates or part thereof as is recovered by 
said state treasurer of such selectmen as aforesaid, with 
the charges arising thereon. And the said selectmen 
shall be accountable for said tax levied as aforesaid to their 
successors in said office, or to such person or person* 
as shall be appointed by said town or towns for that pur- 
pose. 

§ 13. And in order that any town or selectmen, in case qf 
the Jailing circumstances of their respective collectors, may bt 
enabled to avail themselves of any part of the rate-bills in the 
hands of such collectors or of their estates^ and thereby fire- 
vent the loss they may be exposed to : 

Be it further enacted, That when and so often as any 
collector of the state tax shall neglect to make up and set- 
tle lis accounts with the treasurer, by the time appointed 
by law for settling the same, it shall be lawful for the se- 
lectmen of such town for the time being, to bring their ac- 
tion against such negligent collector for the recovery of 
such, sum or sums as shall remain unpaid, and to attach, 
and secure the person and estate of such collector for the 
same ; and the whole of the estate which such collector 
shall be seized or possessed of at the time of the select* 
men bringing their action as aforesaid, shall be subject . to 
the payment o?A8id rate or tax, any disposition of said cot- 
lector or any deig&ndof any creditor notwithstanding. 

§ 14 [As modified by a subsequent Statute ; see statutes 
B. i p. 572.] Be it enacted, &c. That if any collector of 
any town or society tax or taxes shall neglect to collect or 
pay the rates or taxes to him committed, by the time ap- 
pointed for that purpose, and shall deliver up his rate bill 
or bills to the selectmen of the town in case'of a town tax, 
or to the society's committee in the case of a society tax, It 
shall be lawful for the said selectmen and society's conjr 
mittee in the respective cases to depute some meet person 
to collect tJiG.iffgpauupg punas due on such rate httLojJgb ; 
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and the person so deputed shall have full power to com- 
plete the collection thereof. 

§ 1 5. Jind be it further enacted, That when and so often 
as any town shall have brought their action against any 
collector pursuant to this act, the treasurer of this state 
may grant out his warrant against the selectmen of that 
to*n lor the non-payment of said tax or taxes, in the same 
manner as if a return of a non est inventus had been made 
against such collector. 

§ 16. Be it further enacted, That the several towns with- 
in this state, shall be chargeable and responsible for the full 
amount of the state tax or rate that may at any time be 
granted by the general assembly, in proportion to the sum. 
total of the respective lists of said towns as the same shall 
be annually made and returned according to.law. And the 
treasurer of this state shall make no deduction from said 
amount, except the abatement that may be expressly men- 
tioned in the grant itself of said tax, nor shall he accept or 
allow any bills of abatement for any part of such rates, 
save only such as are expressly mentioned to be allowed 
and are certified conformable to the directions given in the 
law of this state, entitled " an act for the direction of lis- 
ters in their office and duty." 

$ IT. Be it further enacted, That the treasurer shall at 
the request of the selectmen of any town in this state, is- 
sue an execution directed to the sheriff of that county, and 
his deputy in the name of the selectmen of such town, 
against any collector of state taxes for such town, at any 
time after the tax committed to him becomes due, for the 
balance then due on such tax, and said selectmen may 
proceed with said execution against such collector accor- 
ding to law, for the indemnity of such town, and shall pay 
the money due on such execution to the treasurer within 
the term of four months after said taxes shall become paya- 
ble, and on failure thereof the treasurer shall issue execu- 
tion against the persons and estate of the selectmen, and 
the rest of the inhabitants of suph town Tor the sum then 
due. 

§ 18. And be it further enacted, That on all warrants to 
be issued hereafter by the treasurer of this state for col- 
lecting of taxes, there shall be allowed to the several 
towns in this state an abatement of one-eighth part of the 
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true list of said towns respectively, which eighth part the 
civil authority and selectmen of the respective towns are 
hereby empowered to apply for the relief of the indigent in 
the abatement of their particular rates, in whole or in part, 
in such way and manner as they shall judge most proper, 
just and reasonable ; and that no other or further abate- 
ment, shall be allowed in settlement of said taxes with the 
treasurers, to the respective towns or collectors. 

§ 19. And be it further enacted^ That the selectmen of 
the several towns in this state, respectively, or the major 
part of them with the advice of an assistant or justice of 
the peace, shall have power, and they are hereby empow- 
ered to abate the rates of such in their respective towns as 
are poor and unable to pay the same. That when any 
person shall by any collector of the state tax, be commit- 
ted to gaol for the nonpayment of such tax, and being so 
committed, shall have lawfully administered to him the 
oath by law provided for the relief of poor prisoners ; 
which oath he shall not be permitted to take, until one or 
more of the selectmen of the town where such prisoner 
belongs, have had due and reasonable notice to be present 
and shew reason (if any be) why said oath should not be 
administered to him, whose rates are so abated ; the town 
to which such poor persons belong, or who have taken the 
poor prisoner's oath as aforesaid, shall be chargeable with 
the sums at which such persons were charged in said rates, 
and also with all the cost and charges occasioned by such 
commitment ; and the selectmen shall order the same to 
be paid to such collector out of the treasury of such town ; 
and for want of a sufficiency in said town treasury to pay 
the same, the said selectmen are hereby empowered to 
make and levy a tax on the inhabitants of such town, suf- 
ficient to raise such sums as shall be needful for that pur- 
pose, together with the charges of collecting the same. 
And in case the said rates are not paid to said collector 
within thirty days next after the lime limited for payment 
of such rate to the state treasurer, such collector shall cer- 
tify the same to said treasurer, who shall thereupon issue 
an execution in due form of law, to levy the same out of 
the money, goods or estate of such selectmen. 

Always provided, That such commitment be made with- 
in eight months from and after such rates become due and 
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payable ; otherwise no town shtfH be chargeable with, or 
liable to the collector for any of the taxes of the inhabitants 
of such town, who shall be committed to gaol therefor by 
such collector or the exist and charges occasioned by such 
commitment ; nor shall the treasurer issue an execution 
in favour of such collector against the selectmen of such 
town. 

§ 20. And be it further enacted, That whenever the es- 
tate of selectmen or of the inhabitants of any town in this 
state shall be taken on distress issued against the selectmen 
or inhabitants' of the town, according to the provisions of 
this act, the owner or owners of such estate may apply to 
an assistant or justice of the peace, not inhabiting in such 
town, who is hereby empowered to appoint three judicious, 
indifferent freeholders, who shall appraise the estate so ta- 
ken on such distress at the just value in money, which on 
the sale thereof shall be paid by the town from which such 
taxes are due, with such further damages as shall be found 
just and reasonable. : 

§ 2 1. And be it further enacted, That in any town where 
the sums total of their list exceeds the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars, such towns shall have liberty and authori- 
ty, if they judge it expedient, to appoint two collectors an- 
nually to collect the state taxes and divide such town into 
two districts for the purpose of collecting the taxes and as- 
sign to each collector his district to collect ; and the town 
clerk in such case shall annually send to the treasurer of 
the state the names of both such collectors describing their 
respective districts as in other cases is provided where but 
one collector is appointed, and the listers of such town 
shall in the sum total of the lists, make a division thereof 
according to the districts made in su.h town, and the treas- 
urer sbill issue his warrants to each of such collectors re- 
spectively. . 

$ 22. And be it further enacted. That when two collec- 
tors are chosen in manner aforesaid, they shall be vested 
with the same powers and authorities to collect the rates on 
the list in their respective districts, under the same regu- 
lations, and be responsible in the same manner as other 
collectors of state taxes ; and such towns shall be respon- 
sible for the taxes as in other cases where but one collector 
is appointed^ and may proceed in the same manner against 
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such collectors to secure the town and collect the taxes if 
need be, whenever such collectors shall neglect to collect 
the same according to law. 

$ 23. And be it further enacted. That atl executions that 
are or shall be issued by the treasurer of this state, for ar- 
rearages of taxes against the goods and chatt-Ia of the in- 
habitants of any town which hath been, or shall be divided 
or altered, or hath had or may have any part thereof an- 
nexed to other towns, after the date of the lists on which 
such taxes are granted, shall be levied on the goods and 
chattels of the inhabitants, within the ancient limits of sucft 
towns, so divided or altered, in the same manner, and for 
the same purposes, as by law might have been done, iu. 
case no new township, division or alteration had been made 
within such limits. 

§ 24. And the civil authority and selectmen of the towns 
within such ancient limits, shall jointly make the abate- 
ments, allowed by law on taxes granted on the lists given 
in before the division or alteration of such towns, and may 
do all things proper to be done by them, or any of them 
for the settlement of the business of their ancient towns in 
the same manner as might have been done, in case no 
such division or alteration had ever been made. 

$ 25. And be it further enacted, That whensoever any 
town, society or other community, which by law are, or 
shall be enabled and authorized to grant and levy any rate 
or tax for the answering or defraying of their necessary 
charges and expenses, shall in any of their lawful meet- 
ings, agree upon and grant a rate or tax to be levied on and 
collected of themselves, for any of the purposes for which 
by law they are or shall be empowered to grant such rate 
or tax, they shall choose some meet person or persons to 
be collector or collectors of such rate or tax, and take 
proper care that such rate be accordingly made for the 
just assessments of the several persons taxed, and deliver 
the same to such collector or collectors. 

$26. And upon application made to some assistant or 
justice of the peace, such assistant or justice is hereby au- 
thorised and directed to grant a warrant for the collecting 
such rate or tax : Which warrant shall be directed to the 
collector or collectors appointed to collect the same ; re- 

quiring $ad empowering bun c* them xo ^&kk w& v$^ 
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lect such rate or tax according to the grant thereof, made 
as aforesaid. 

§ 27 And that all collectors authorised and empowered 
to gather and collect any rates or taxes whatsoever) duly 
laid and assessed on any of the inhabitants of this state or 
others, shall have full power ana authority to collect such 
rales or taxes according to such lawful, warrant as shdi be 
given them ; and shall have the same power and authority 
to command the assistance of any person or persons in the 
execution of their office (when need shall require) as is by 
law given to sheriffs and constables in the execution of 
their offices. And all persons are hereby required to yield 
due obedience thereunto, and immediately to afford their 
assistance^ on the same penalties as are provided by law 
for inforcing obedience to the command of sheriffs and 
constables. Provided^ such collectors shew and read their 
warrant or authority to the persons whose assistance is 
commanded. 

§ 28. And that all constables chosen to collect the pub- 
lic' tax, and other collectors of rates, and every of them, 
shall have the same power and authority in any of the 
towns in this state, as said officers have in their own pre- 
cincts, to gather and collect the respective rates of any 
person or persons whose polls or estates are in their lists : 
and shall be allowed post wages for their travel ; and also 
shall and may collect and gather such rates and taxes or 
what shall be due thereof at any time after their respective 
year shall be up, as well as before. 

$ 29. And if it shall so happen that any such constable 
or other collector of rates, after his year be up, and before 
he hath collected Shqtxrhofe of the rates he is appointed to 
collect, shall be. removed by death, then the executors or 
administrators of such deceased constable or collector shall 
- have the same power and authority to collect any and eve- 
ry part of the rate not p*id to said constable or collector ~ 
in bis life time, as the said constable or collector had when 
alive, and shall be collector in the room of the deceased for 
the gathering of the remainder of such rate : And all exe- 
cutors and administrators of collectors shall be responsible 
for the rates, as the collectors by law are. 

$ 30. But in case any such cotvaXa&te o* crifcsRXM* <& 
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lected, that then every town and society wherein such case 
shall happen, are hereby directed to proceed forthwith to 
the choice of a new constable or collector, for the collect- 
ion and gathering of the remaining part of such rate. 

§ 31 That the constables appointed to coile t the state 
tax, and also the collectors of town, society, ministers or 
other rales, shall appoint time and pUcs for paying and 
receiving such rales, as are due : and each inhabitant shall 
have reasonable warni g to pay his proportion ; which 
warning every man is to observe, aid attend) for the pay- 
ment of such rates or dues ; and upon neglect thereof, the 
said collectors shall be, and are hereby empowered to 
make distress upon such person or persons for their rates 
not paid, with one cent on every six cents, to the collectors 
of town, society, ministers or other rates, for their trouble* 
and charge of ferriage (if any be) and their lawful' fees for 
travel, and all other necessary charges ; [Remark. Al- 
lowance to collectors oj stare tax in the section refiealed by m 
statute herein after recited.] and that the levying fees of 
every collector of taxes, .shall be seventeen cents on every 
tax not exceeding three dollars and thirty -four cents , and two 
and a half cents on every additional dollar for which the lev/ 
is made, which shall be allowed on every such levy. 

$ 32. And that in case a distress be nude and granted 
out for any of the rates or assessments aforesaid, the officer 
shall distrain goods or chattels if they may be had, and if 
Do goods or chattels can be found, or shall be tendered, the 
officer may attach the real estate of sach person to be found 
withii his precincts, and for want of estate being found or 
tendered as aforesaid, he shall attach, the body, and him 
commit to gaol for the payment ttaBj&& w * tn tne C03t and 
chargea arising thereon, their to rctjft&n until delivered 
by due order of law. 

§ 33. an 1 34. [ Rdatcfp Sheriff's fee* on distress issued by 
State Treasurer."] i 

. § 35. That the treasurer of the state, whenever he shall 
issue an alias distress or warrant in consequence of such 
commitment, shall insert under the title of costs, the a- 
mount of such fees and costs lawfully charged. 

§ 36. And be it further enacted^ That when real estate 
shall be taken for the payment of rates in m inner aforesaid, 
tbe officer taking the same shall proswA v> w& «&&«?Qnfc 
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thereof at public auc'.ion, sufficient for the payment of such 
rates or taxes, charged against the owners thereof, and to 
satisfy the legal cost and fees thereon. Provided never ihe- 
lessy That the time and place of sale for payment of such 
taxes, shall be advertised by the collector she weeks, in 
some public newspaper in this state, at least three weeks 
before such sale : and whenever any real estate shall be 
thus sold by virtue of this act, the collector of such tax or 
taxes shall make and give to the purchaser a deed of war- 
ranty thereof ; and if the said proprietor or proprietors^ 
whether original or after purchaser or purchasers, or any 
creditor or creditors attaching such estate, or their heirs* 
shall not within twelve months after such deed is lodged in 
the town clerk's office, pay and satisfy, or tender to the 
person so purchasing of such collector, the purchase mo- 
ney, together with all costs and charges, and double inter- 
est thereon arising, the same shall be recorded ; and there- 
upon the title become confirmed to and in such purchaser^ 
his heirs and assigns forever. 

§ 37. [Provides that creditors may redeem and hold as 
mortgagees.'] 

§ 38. [And shall be refiaid, firincifial and double interest^ 
§ 39. And be it further enacted, That all the real estate 
that any one is seised and possessed of, in his own right iu 
fee within this state, shall be liable to, and stand chargeable 
with all the public taxes due from the owner thereof, and 
shall remain as a lien thereon, until the same are fully paid, 
notwithstanding any subsequent sale or transfer thereof, or 
any attachment thereon. Prowded nevertheless^ that no 
real estate shall be liable to be sold for taxes, after a legal 
transfer has been made of the same, and entered for record, 
or an execution or attachment has been duly levied there* 
on, and lodged in the town clerk's office, of that town where- 
in such land lies, where other estate can be found, within 
the limits of such town, sufficient to satisfy the same, with 
the legal cost arising thereon ; nor shall any real estate, 
which has been levied upon, or transferred as aforesaid, be 
liable to be sold for the payment of any taxes arising upon 
any list made up after such transfer or levy. And no real 
estate shall be liable to be sold for payment of any taxes, 
for more than one year, after such taxes become due. 
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§ 40. And all collectors of rates shall collect and pay 
the rates by them to be collected, according to such time 
and order as shall be agreed upon, and determined by those 
who grant the rate. And in case any collector or collect- 
ors shall not perform the trust committed unto him or 
them, according to law, he or they shall be accountable for 
such rate, or such arrears thereof, so by him or them neg- 
lected to be gathered and paid as aforesaid. And the se- 
lectmen of each town, and the committee of each society, 
or other community, are hereby empowered to demand 
such arrearages of their respective collectors ; and on /ai7- 
ure of payment, may make application to any assistant or 
justice of the peace for a warrant against such negUrent 
collector as aforesaid, agreeably to the directions aforesaid. 
And it shall be lawful for such assistant or justice to grant 
out such warrant, against the goods, chattels, lands, and 
body of such negligent collector, in the same form, and to 
toe proceeded with in executing the same, in the manner 
as by law is provided for the levying of executions. 

$ 41. And to prevent disputes that may arise rex/iecting 
the rates or taxes arising' and levied on lands in ecclesiastical 
societies belonging to firofirietorsj non-residents in such socie- 
ties and to direct where the fiayment for such land, shall be 
made. 

Be it farther enacted, That all taxes arising, and that 
shafl be Itwied upon land lying in any ecclesiastical society 
in this state, belonging to any such non-resident proprietor 
or proprietors, and in the same town, shall be paid by him 
or them in that society, and for and by order of that society 
only, to which he or they belong, and is or are resident in* 
according to his or their list in the grand levy ; except on- 
ly where such non-resident proprietor* or proprietors have 
lands lying in such other society or societies, and there be 
a tenantable house or houses thereon ; and also a tenant or 
tenants actually living in and upon the same ; then and in- 
every such case, the taxes arising on such lands in the im- 
provement of such tenant or tenants, shall be paid in the 
society or societies where such lands lie, and tenants live. 
Provided nevertheless^ That were any such society or soci- 
eties have ever since their being first set off and constitut- 
ed, steadily and uninterruptedly used and practised other- 
wjsein paying taxes arising on such lands> this act shall 
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jwt be under$teod to affect or prejudice such a steady and 
uninterrupted practice ; but the same shall be accounted pi 
practical agreem^n^ to be holden good and valjd according* 
ly ; any thingip tip Sntrary in this act contained notwith- 
standing. ' . f \ 

§ 42. And he it further enacted, That if any such non- . 
resident proprietor or proprietors live in any other towji 
fhan tbat in which such lands lie, he or they shall pay for 
the same in, and to that society in which such .lands lie, 
and that when such lands lie in two or more societies, in 
any other town than that in which such proprietor or pro- 
prietors live, then and in every such case? he or they in 
their list annua^tagiven in, shall particularly therein men- 
tion the sort and quality of his or their land* in each of 
such societies respectively , and shall pay therefor in *qa)i 
respective societies accordingly. . J > 

§43. And whereas this assembly have granted, and in 
some cases may hereafter grant, particular taxes on the land* 
lying in new towns and societies, for the s/ieedy and more 
equal settlement of the same ; for the effectual collection of 
which : 

Be it further enacted, That whenever this assembly shall 
grant a particular tax to be levied on the lands in any such 
town or society, the same shall be demanded as other rates 
or taxes by law ought to be ; and if the owner or owners 
of such lands do not pay the collector chosen or appointed 
to gather the same, such collector may apply to some as- 
sistant or justice of the peace, who shall grant him a war- 
rant for that purpose; by force whereof such collector 
may proceed to levy the tax or taxes not paid, in the same 
manner as town or society rates and taxes are to be levied. 
Always fir ovided, That if any owner of lands so taxed, be 
or shall be taxed greater or more than the tax laid by the 
assembly, the county court of that county wherein such 
lands lie, upon complaint thereof made by such owner of 
lands, may grant relief to him against such collector, town 
or society, according to the wrong they shall find done by 
such taxing or levying ; and tax costs to the person unne- 
cessarily vexed thereby. Provided also, That if any per- 
son or persons, shall by any town, society or other commu- 
nity, be assessed wrongfully, or more than his or tbew 
proportion; he or they shaU bin* ?*to&&i \*1 >*&» ««*&* 
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ctourt of the same county whereto he or they belong, v\ 
proof made thereof ; any thing in this act to the contra 
in any wise notwithstanding. jM**f M ' 

§ 44. [Contains directions to the 'WMgvfc* r effecting tk\ 
granting execunom"] ^ fi 

$ 45. Be it further enacted) That no collector of state 
taxes shall be allowed from the date of his respective war- 
rants, more than, three years to make his collection of such 
lax or taxes. ' * 

Provided nevertheless^ That such collection may be 
made at any time after the date of said warrant, of pt\ per- 
sons removed out of this state, leaving no rJropefty within 
the same. Provided also. That executing of the *iMs* 
and administrators on the estate of deceased coHectors, 
shall be allowed the term of two years from the time of 
their being capacitated as aforesaid, to make collection of 
taxes due to such deceased collectors, (and thetgJby law 
collectable) as shall come into their hands for collection, by 
virtue of their appointment. 

An Act in addition to and alteration of an Act, entitW 
" An Act providing for the collection and payment of 
Rates or Taxes." 

5 U- Be it enacted^ &c. That there shall be allowed ti 
each collector of the state taxes, three cents and a half on 
the dollar. {or all monies such collector shall collect and 
pay into the treasury, which shall be paid or allowed by 
the treasurer of this state, besides the lawful fees for Jravel, 
provided such collector shall make a full settlement with 
the treasurer of all such taxes as by his warrant he was 
commanded to collect, within twenty days after the time 
limited in such warrant for said collection. — And in case 
any collector of state taxes shall neglect to make such 
settlement within said twenty days, there shall be nothing 
paid or allowed by the treasurer to such collector for anjr 
monies by him collected and paid into the treasury. 

$ 2. And be it further enacted^ That so much of the thir- 
ty-first paragraph of the act to which this is an addition, as 
relates to the allowance to be made by the treasurer to the 
collectors of state taxes, be and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. Statutes B.i.fi. 072. 



An act to enable Selectmen to assess the Inhabitants of 

the Town in some cases. 
Whereas the lairs of this state do oblige the selectmen-qf 

each town within th* same, (at the charge of the town J to 

firovide, do and perform various articles y matters and 

things. 

Wherefore, to enable them thereto, 

§ 1 . Be it enacted^ &c. That the selectmen or the ma- 
jor part of them, in the several towns within this state, 
when, and so often as they shall need a supply of money 
in the treasury of any town, to provide and answer any of 
those articles, matters things or charges by them to be 
provided or answered according to iaw, and the inhabit- 
ants of the town at any town-meeting (whereat such want 
of a supply is made known to them by their selectmen) 
shall refuse or neglect to grant such supply, shall bet 
and the said selectmen are hereby fully authorized, and 
empowered to assess the several inhabitants of their said 
town, and make a rate upon them according to the list of 
the polls and ratable estate of the said inhabitants) for 
raising such sum or sums as shall be necessary for provid- 
ing the several things, and answering the several matters 
aforesaid, or any of them ; which sum or sums so raised 
• the said selectmen shall be accountable fon according to 
the act, entitled^" An Act for maintaining and supporting 
the poor." And that all such rates so made by the select- 
men or the major part of them, in any town in this state, 
and delivered to the constable or constables of the town, 
with a warrant annexed thereto, signed by the selectmen 
or the major part of them, and directed to the constable 
or constables, requiring him or them to gather the same 
(which warrant such selectmen are hereby authorized and 
empowered to grant, as aforesaid) shali be a sufficient 
warrant for such constable or constables to collect such 
rate : And they are hereby required to obey and serve 
such warrant ; and therein shall observe and follow the 
directions of the law relating to the gathering and col- 
lecting the state rates : And when they have collected 
the same according to such warrant, shall pay the sum or 
sums collected, to the selectmen or major pari of them, 
. or to their order, for the uses aforesaid! and take receipts 
of what they pay. 

sr 
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§ 2. And in case any such constable shall not perform 
the trust hereby committed unto him, he shall be ac- 
countable, and shall and may be proceeded against by dis- 
tress, as is provided against collectors of rates in the law, 
"entitled, " An Act ) rov!ding a for the collection and pay- 
ment of rates or taxes. Statutes B. i.ji. 590. 
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The Statute for the due observance of the sabbath, en* 
acts " That each town in this state at their annual meeting 
in \Nbvember or] Becember^ shall choose two or more 
tythingmen, in each society for divine worship in such 
town, who shall be sworn to a faithful discharge of the 
Office. Statutes B. i./i. 579. 



SHEEP. 

By the statute for " ordering, restraining and preserv- 
ihg sheep," it is provided that the owners of sheep in any 
town, may flock their sheep ; and are empowered to hold 
meetings within their limits, 'for* regulating the same* 
elect a clerk, sheep mastersv'fcc. 

Sheep are prohibited going at large without a keeper, 
tmless by agreement and order of the town ; and no par- 
ticular person, with a keeper, may turn upon the common* 
more than fifty sheep, under a penalty of three dollars and 
thirty-four cents. 

Towns which do not agree to flock their sheep have 
the atme power to regulate the restraining of rams, and 
securing their sheep from dogs as the owners of sheep 
Jiave who live within the limits of any flock. 

On complaint of an inhabitant to one of the selectmen, 
or one of the sheep masters of any flock* of damage done 
to his sheep or cattle, informing what, and whose dog 
tor dogs they suspect have done' the same, they are res- 
pectively to consider of the evidence offered, and if satis- 
fied of the reasonableness of such suspicion, shall give sen- 
^fiterthat such dog or dogs be killed ; whereupon itshftff 
ffggful tor any person to kill the wbk* 
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And if after sentence given, (such dog or dogs not being 
killed) mischief be again done by dogs, the party injuredf 
shall recover all his damages of the owner of such sen* 
tenced dog or dogs, unless upoo> trial, such owners shall 
satisfy the court that the same was not done by such sen* 
tenced dog or dogs ; always provided that the owner of 
such sentenced dogs shall have been notified of the sen- 
tence before the damage was done ; and that no prosecu- 
tion be* made, by virtue of this act, after four days from the 
time when the damage was done. Statutes B. i.fi. 595. 

By the statute " to encourage the raising of sheep" ori* 
gin ally passed in October 1800, and renewed in May 1806, 
owners of sheep are allowed annually to insert in their 
lists of poles and ratable estate," the number of sheep ten 
months old, and upwards, which they severally owned at 
the time of shearing, from which a coat or fleece waa 
shorn or taken, in the season next preceding the giving 
in such list while their property," which sheep shall be 
credited by the listers to such owners in the general list* 
and deducted from their respective sums total, at the rate of 
seventy-five cents for each sheep, and the listers are re- 
quired in cases of a false list, by the insertion of a greater 
number than were actually owned, to add,as a penalty , to such 
list, the whole sum they had deducted. By a subsequent 
statute passed October 1810, only twenty sheep are allow- 
ed to be inserted in, and deducted from, any one list.*-— 
Statutes B. i. ft. 598, and B. u. ft. 49. 



SICKNESS. 

The provisions of the statutes under this title being too 
numerous and extensive to be given at full length within 
the limits prescribed to this work, and especially as the 
civil authority in the seveial towns is associated with the 
selectmen in the exercise of most of the powers given toy 
and the discharge of the duties imposed upon, the latter in 
those provisions, it is thought to be unnecessary to de? 
scend to details upon this subject. ' 

The security of town* against malignant* or infectious! 
diseases is deemed by the legialatare «&. cfcy^cX *&Tfi»s2^ 
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importance* and the" precautionary system adopted is pro- 
portionately ample, extensive, and particular. The civil 
Authority and selectmen in each town are constituted a 
board of health, and vesttti with all necessary powers and 
authorities. They may hold meetings, appoint a presi- 
dent and clerk, the latter of whom is to be sworn ; also 
health officers, or health committees, who are to examine 
toto, and cause to be removed all nuisances and sources of 
Alth; &c. T 

The following statute, however, is more particularly 
and exclusively interesting to the town-officer. 

An Act regulating the duties of the Controller of prislic 
*• accounts. 

/* $ 1. Beit enacted^ &c. Thai all accounts payable by law 
from the treasury of this state, for the support of poor and 
indigent persons,* shall be liquidated by the controller of 
public accounts, on the application of the selectmen of 
the town in which the expence shall have arisen. And 
the justness and reasonableness of all such accounts before 
they are allowed, shall be verified by the oaths of at least 
& major part of the selectmen in the town, certified by an 
assistant or justice of the peace* And the selectmen 
shall also exhibit and lodge with the controller a certif- 
icate subscribed and sworn to by at least a majority of 
them, stating as far as is known to them when and from 
whence such poor and indigent person came into this 
state, and into such town where he or she has resided ; 
and whether any other town or person in this state is liable 
for his or her support ; also further stating the time when 
such person was Warned to depart from such town, and 
that the expence charged was incured for sickness or lame- 
ness which happened within the first three months from 
bis or her* coming into the town, or if afterwards, that du- 
ring the whole of his or her continuance in such town 
after the expiration of said three months until relieved, 
auch person could not be safely removed from such town.* 

* JRw* the form of this certificate, see Paupers, under 
<&f*tra1JL m Part it. 
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$ 2. Re it further enacted^ That if on examination the 
proofs and exhibit! made, shall conform to the provisioneof 
law, the controller shall draw on the treasurer of this state 
for the payment of such balances as shall be found to be 
justly and reasonably due, and it shall be the duty of the 
controller to make return to the General Assembly s£ 
each session, of the names of the sick and indigent persons 
for whose support allowance has been made ; and the 
towns in which they resided, together with the amount 
allowed for each person ; and it shall also be the duty of 
the controller, from time to time, as occasion may re- 
quire, to devise and make known to the selectmen in the 
respective towns, the requisite forms in which the proofs 
ana exhibits, should be made. r 

Provided however. That nothing in this act contained 
shall prevent the adjustment and payment of any account 
for expences incurred before the first day of January uest 
(1813) in the mode, and on the evidence heretofore requir- 
ed by law. 

$ 3. Be it further enacted, That the aet entitled " All 
act in addition to an act providing incase of sickness," 
passed in May A. D. 1799, and the fourth paragraph of 
the act entitled " An act providing in case of sickness 1 ' 
shall be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Statutes B. u. p. 1 10. 



SIG»-POStS. 

An Act for erecting and continuing a Sign-Post in each 

Town in this State* 

$ L Be it enacted* &c. That near the centre of every 
town in this state, there shall be a sign-post set-up at the 
town's charge, and maintained in sufficient repair, on the 
• penalty of one doiiar end sixty-seven cents per month, for 
aay. town that shall neglect the Same t One haCF to the 
compJainer that shall prosecute the same within six 
months after such neglect, and the other half to the 
county treasury; which fine shall be recof^raM© of the 
selectmen of the town so neglecting * 

n2 
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$ 2. At which sign-posts, proclamations sent forth to 
be set up and published, notices of strays, sales of hous- 
es* and lands, and advertisements of such like occasions, 
shall be set up to be read. 

§ 3. Provided nevertheless, That there shall be erected 
and maintained for public use, by the town of Water town, 
a .sign-post in each of the societies of Westbury and 
Northbury, &c. Statutes B. /. fl. 62 1 . 

An Act in addition to an Act, entitled, " An Act for 
•erecting and continuing a Sign-Post in each Town in 

this State." 

$ 1. Be it enacted, &c. That there shall in future.be 
erected in each located society in this state, by the com- 
mittee of such societies respectively, and in such situation 
as such committee shall judge most convenient, a sign- 
post, at the cost of such society, under the same penal- 
ties as is by law provided against selectmen for their neg- 
lect to set up and maintain sign-posts in their several 
towns, to be recovered of such society committee, in the 
same way and manner ?~ ;s by law provided against se- 
lectmen. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That advertisements of 
lands or goods taken by execution, or distress for rates 
and taxes in such societies respectively, shall be posted 
on the sign-post of the society where such lands or goods 
are taken, and sold thereat. And the said sign-posts shall 
otherwise be improved for similar purposes and uses as 
sign-posts in the several towns in this state have hereto- 
fore been improved according to law. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted, That in such societies as 
are made out of two or more towns, the constables of such 
towns shall have the same power and authority in the 
matters aforesaid, where the said sign-posts shall be 
without the limits of the town to which they belong, as 
other constables by law have within their respective dis- 
tricts ; any law, usage, or custom to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

% 4. This act to take effect and be in force from and 
titer the. first day of January next. (1786) 

Statutes B,z,fi.G22. 
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STOCKS. 

An Act appointing Stocks to be made and ^maintained in 
the several Towns in this State. 

§ I. Be it enacted^ &c. That every town in this state 
shall make and maintain at their own charge, a good pair 
of stocks, with a lock and key, sufficient to hold and se- 
cure such offenders as shall be sentenced to be set therein. 

§ 2. And if any town shall at any time be without a 
pair of stocks, as aforesaid, the selectmen of such town 
shall forfeit the sum of one dollar to the county treasu- 
ry, and so the same sum for every month such town shall 
be defective therein : to be heard and determined by one 
assistant or justice of the peace : or by the county court, 
when the forfeitures amount to a sum above the cogni- 
zance of an assistant or justice of the peace. 

Statutes B.i. ft. 63$. 



SWHJE. 

An Act for restraining Swine from going at large. 

Be it enacted^ &c. That no swine shall be allowed to g# 
at large on the high- ways, or commons in this state ; and 
if any person or persons, shall allow their swine to go at 
large on the highways or commons aforesaid, it shall be 
the duty of the htwards in the several towns in this state, 
and it shall be lawful for any other person or persons, to 
impound such swine ; and the owner or owners of such 
swine, shall pay the poundage thereof, by law allowed, 
before they are released out of pound. 

Always provided, That every town in this state shall 
have liberty to agree otherwise, in their own precincts, re- 
specting the swine in such town. 

Provided nevertheless, That if the swine (of such town 
so agreeing) shall at any time come within the bounds, of 
any other town, they shall in all respects be under the reg- 
ulation of this act, as ftUy as if no such agreement had 
been made ; unless such other town whereinto such swine 
shall come as aforesaid, shall alio i%xm a& *.toc«suA« 

Statute* B*i.fr**3^ 
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TAVERNS. 

The Statutes for licensing and regulating Houses of 
public entertainment provide that the civil authority, se- 
lectmen} constables, and grand-jurors, in the respective 
towns in this state, shall some time in the month of Jan* 
nary annually, convene together and nominate the person 
or persons whom they, or the major part of them think fit 
and suitable to keep an house or houses of public enter- 
tainment in the said town, for the ensuing year : and if 
any of the persons so nominated shall die, or refuse or 
neglect to take out licence, or be denied licence by the 
county court, or shall remove from the place where he 
dwelt when nominated, or shall be legally suspended ; or 
in case the authority and other officers shall judge it to be 
of public convenience and necessity to add to the number 
nominated in January ; in either of said cases they may- 
convene on proper notice, and nominate any suitable per- 
son or persons for the purpose aforesaid, at any time 
within the year ; which nomination shall be sent by them 
to the next county court in that county, certified under 
the hands of a majority of the civil authority, and of the 
selectmen in such town ; which court shall grant licen- 
ces to such persons nominated, or to so many of them as 
said court shall judge to be suitable and necessary to keep 
houses of public entertainment, and to no others ; which 
licences granted to the persons nominated in January^ 
Shall be in force for one year, and no more ; and the li- 
cences granted to the persons afterwards nominated, shall 
expire at the same time as those granted to the persons 
nomiriated in January : and the said court shall take a 
bond to the treasurer of the county, in the sum o( sixty* 
•even dollars ^ of every person to whom such licences shall 
be granted, fee. And that if it shall so happen that any 
town be destitute of civil authority in it, at the time of 
such nomination, the said nomination in such town shall 
be made by the aforesaid town officers. Statute* B. /. 
fi!640. 

It is further provided that whtfp and so often as the au- 
thority, selectmen and grand-jurymen in any town, or 
where there is no assistant or justice living in any town, 

the selectmen aed grand-jurors, al^Vu^t^\»^\^\«^ t 
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person in such town is a tavern haunter, or spends his" 
lime idly at any such house of entertainment, they, or 
the major part of them shall, at their discretion, cause the 
names of such tavern haunters to be posted at the doors 
of every tavern in the same town, by setting up a certifi- 
cate under their hands, forbidding every tavern keeper iu 
such town, on the penalties contained in this act, to en- 
tertain or suffer any such person or persons therein nam- 
ed, to have or drink any strong liquors in, or about their 
house, until such authority, selectmen and grand-jurors 
shall agree to take off such prohibition. 

It is also made the duty of the civil authority and se- 
lectmen of the several towns, to inspect the conduct of the 
taverns, within their respective towns, and when it shall ap- 
pear to them by their own observation, or the information 
of any informing officer, or otherwise, that any such tavern 
keeper does not duly observe the laws for regulating 
houses of public entertainment, but suffers disorders and 
irregularities to be practised in his or their houses, con- 
trary to law ; such authority and selectmen, or the ma- 
jor part of them, are authorized and directed to cite such 
tavern-keeper before them, aud examine into the matters 
alledged or complained of by any proper evidence ; and 
on finding such tavern keeper in fault, may duly admon- 
ish him or them for such misconduct ; or, as the case may 
be, they may suspend such tavern-keeper' s licence until 
the next session of the county court, of the county wherein 
such tavern-keeper dwells, and shall cause a copy of such 
order of suspension Jto be left with such tavtrner, and 
thereupon his licence shall be wholly suspended accord- 
ingly ; and the authority and selectmen shall certify their 
doings to the county court, which court may either remove 
or continue, such suspension to the end of the year. 
The costs of which proceedings before the civil authority 
and selectmen, in case of suspension, to be paid by such 
tavern-keeper, as the same shall be taxed by one or more 
\ of such civil authority, who are impowered to grant exe- 
cution accordingly ; but in case such tavern-keeper be 
not found in fault, su4% cost shall be taxed as aforesaid 
and paid out of the town treasury. 

It is also further provided that whetv «&& so c&sxv ^^nJc^ 
civil authority, or any two of Xhtm> axi4\\*& w*^^ *8X&& 
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selectmen irr any town, shall understand that any person 
within such town, by reason of an intemperate use of spirit- 
ous liquors, is in danger of being reduced to want, mis- 
spends his time, or does not provide for his family, the said 
authority and selectmen shall (by summons or warrant, is- 
sued and signed by an assistant or justice of the peace) 
cause such person to come before them, and him admonish 
to refrain from such intemperance ; and if such person 
shall not be thereby reformed, the said authority and select- 
men shall at their discretion, cause the name of such per- 
son to be posted on the several sign-posts in such town, 
by a certificate under their hands, thereby forbidding all 
persons to sell any spiritous liquors to such intemperate 
person ; and if, after such notification, any person or per- 
sons within such town (or any person or persons within 
any other town in this state, who shall have received infor- 
mation of the same) shall sell to, or procure for, any per- 
son posted as aforesaid any spiritous liquors, or be aiding 
or assisting therein, the person or persons selling or pro- 
curing as aforesaid, or aiding or assisting as afotesaid, shall 
for every such offence forfeit -and pay the sum of ten 
dollars to the treasury of the town to which such posted 
person shall belong-— unless the person or persons selling 
or procuring or aiding or assisting as aforesaid, shall have 
permission therefor in writing, subscribed by one of said 
authority or selectmen, therein specifying the quantity 
permitted to be sold ; any one assistant or justice of the 
peace to hear and determine all breaches of the said act, 
and no appeal shall be allowed in any such case. Statutes 
B. i. /i. 645. 

See Grand-Jurors, in Part n. 

Towns. The statute relating to Towns and Town-Of- 
ficers is recited at the beginning of this Book. 



VICE. 

By the statute for the more effectual putting in execu- 
tion the laws against Vice, ImmaMity and Profaneness, 
Sec. it is provided, That the justices of the peace, grand- 
jurors, constables and tything-men in the respective towns 
in this state, shall annually meet in xteicqpstim towns t* 
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Which they belong, on the first Monday of January, and on 
the third Monday of June, at the place where their annual 
town-meetings are held) or at some other place by them 
appointed, there to advise, consider, and use their juint 
interest in suppressing profaneness, vice, and immorality ; 
and for the due execution of the laws of this state, to 
-which their respective offices have relation. Which stat- 
ute it is made the duty of the several town-clerks, and in 
their absence) of the selectmen at the opening of the 
public town meeting for electing town officers in Decern- 
der annually, to read, or cause to be rtad publicly, under a 
penalty of three dollars and thirty fow cents 

Statutes B. /./*. 672. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The statutes prescribing and regulating Weights and 
Measures make it the duty of the selectmen, at the cost 
and charge of the town, to provide weights and measures 
of the various kinds therein described o' good And suffi- 
cient materials, which, for the standards of liquid measure, 
shall be copper, brass or pewter, as standards for such 
town, and cause the same to be tried and sealed by the 
county standards : viz. a half bushel measure, containing 
one thousand ninety-one cubic inches, very near ; a peck 
measure and half peck measure, for corn measure ; a gal- 
Ion measure of five inches square from bottom to top 
throughout, and nine inches and twenty-four hundredths 
of an inch in height, containing two- hundred, and thirty* 
one cubic inches ; an ale or beer gallon measure of the 
capacity of two hundred and eighty-two cubic inches; a 
yard measure, divided into three equal parts for feet, and 
«ne of those parts into twelve equal subdivisions for inch- 
es ; and brass weights of one, two, four, seven, fourteen, 
twenty-eight, and fifty-sis pounds, avoirdupois weight.— • 
Also a two quart corn measure, the bottom of which, on 
the inside is five inches wide on two opposite sides, and 
four and a half inchqfcgn the two other, and its height 
from the bottom on the Inside seven inches and sixty-three 
hundredths of an inch ; a quart measure, the canacit^ o£ 

i$u;h is three inches square itomta\tomvt*vo^SJ£^^ 
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out, and its height seven inches and sixty-three hundredths 
of an inch ; and a pint measure, the capacity of which 
from bottom to top is three inches square throughout, and 
its height three inches and eighty-two hundredths of an 
inch, under penalty of seven dollars for neglecting the 
same. Statutes B. i fi. 680, &c. 

By a subsequent statute for regulating the measure of 
charcoal, it is provided that the half bushel prescribed in 
the fore-recited statutes shall be the standard measure of 
charcoal, and that in measuring charcoal, such measure 
shall be well heaped. Statutes B. ii.fi. 32. 



WORK-HOUSES. 

The following statute was passed at the May session, 1813. 

An Act to authorize the several towns in this state to es» 

tablish Work- Houses. 

§ 1. Be it enacted, &c. That each of the towns in this 
state be, and they are hereby authorized to establish a 
work-house in their respective towns, and to ordain such 
bye-laws as thty may judge necessary, relative to the per- 
sons to be committed to such work-house ; to the man- 
ner of their being committed and confined therein ; and 
to the well-ordering and governing said house, and keeping 
the persons confined therein to labour. 

§2. And be it further enacted^ That whenever two ot 
more towns shall wish to unite in building a work- 
house, such towns be, and they are hereby authorized, by 
their agents, appointed for that purpose, to establish a 
work-house for said towns, and to ordain such bye laws as 
they may judge necessary, relative to the persons to be 
committed to such work-house, to the manner of their 
being committed, and confined therein, and to the well or- 
dering said house, and keeping the persons confined 
therein to labour. Provided, That any bye-law made by 
virtue of this act, may be repealed by the superior court, 
if on a hearing adjudged unreasonable or unjust. 

Statutes B. n.fi 135. 
See the title Work-House under Selectmen in 
Part ii. 
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APPENDIX TO PART t. 

The following statute, passed at Ottober Session, IS 13, 
which came to hand too late for insertion in its alphabetic- 
al place in Part i. to whicji part it is peculiarly appropri- 
ate, is nevertheless too important in itself, and too inti- 
mately connected with subjects pertaining; to that Parti 
not to be attached to it by way of Appendix. 



INHABITANTS. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled, " An Act for the 
admission of Inhabitants in towns, and for preventing 
charge on account of such as are not admitted therein." 

Be it enqctcdj &c. That no inhabitant of any town of the 
XJnited States, this^a tate excepted, shall gain a legal settle- 
ment in any town in this state, unless he shall have stead- 
ily resided in such town, one year next preceding the 
time he claims to be admitted an irinabitant ; and shall 
have some one of the requisites enumerated in the first 
paragraph of the act to which this is in addition ; or unless) 
lie shall have been possessed in his own right and set* 
of real estate situated in this state, of the value of tkrwm 
hundred and thirty four dollar* : and when the title of such 
real estate shall be by deed, such deed shall have been 
recorded at full length, in the proper office, for the term 
of one year ; nor shall such person gain a settlement in 
any town in this state, unless he shall have been the owner 
of such real estate, and resided in such town at least one 
year next preceding the time he claims to be admitted 
an inhabitant, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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Connecticut Town-Officer. 
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PART II. 



THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE SEVER- 

AL TOWN OFFICERS. 

r 

IN pointing out the powers and duties of the several 
town officers, it is proposed to pursue the order in whfcU 
they are arranged in the statute enumeration/ without res, 
gard to alphabetical succession ; and to begin with tig^, • ■•'. 
most considerable and important of those officers, viz. , "^gFT 

ami ^S^S^Lm 



THE POWER AND DUTY OF SELECTMEN 

It has been observed that in law a town is considered as 
an individual minor, and the selectmen as its guardians : 
as all town business must be transacted by or through 
them, unless special agents are appointed for the purpose 
by the town. 

The selectmen of towns, either individually, as a body, 
or associated with the civil authority, Sec. of the town, have 
cognizance of cases relating to the following subjects, viz. 
Ballast, Barberry- bushes, Bastardy, Boundaries, Children, 
Constables, Election, Encr&chments, Fences, Freemen, Fu- 
gitives, Highways, Idiots, Indiana, Inhabitants, Jurors, List- 
era, Mile-stones, Militia, Ministers, Nail*, Poor, Post-guides f 
Pounds, Previsions, Bates, Riots f Sewers, Sheep, Sickness, 
Sign-fiosts, Slaves, Stocks, Strays, Taverns, Town-meetings, 
Town-officers, Town-treasurer, Trespasses, Vice, Weights 
and Measures, Work-Houses and Wrecks 5 mwf <&>fc&^«^ 
Mas in trhich the several powers «cA taAs* A^tes**. ^* 
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cers therein are prescribed have been recited in the prece- 
ding part of this work, under the head of Towns. 



BALLAST. 

No ballast shall be faken from any common shore in 
any town in this state, by any person whatsoever (except 
the same be his own property) without permission under 
the hands of two of the selectmen of such town, upon pen- 
alty of forfeiting three dollar* and thirty 'four ctnft, for ev- 
ery tdjo so taken. Statutes. B. jr. J*. 69. 



BARBERRY-BUSHES. 

Any person or persons, with the adyice and consent of 

tte civil authority and selectmen of any town where bar* 

berry-bushes arc f or may be growing, or in pursuance of 

*fhe vote of any tottH), passed in legal town-meeting, may 

>gtany season of the year enter into and upon any lands 

fe Whereupon any barberry-bushes shall be growing in such 

jjtofro, and dig up and destroy the same without being lia- 

flhe'to an action, suit, or damage therefor. 

The selectmen of any town in this state, wherein such 
bushes are or shall be growing, may in pursuance of the 
vote of the inhabitants of their town, employ any suitable 
person or persons to dig up and destroy such bushes, and 
defray the expence thereof from the treasury of such 
town* Statutes B. i.fl. 98. 

Selectmen 9 * Precept to dig ufl and destroy Barberry-Bushes. 



»■ 



To A. B. and C. D. gf the town of H. 

.. In pursuance of the statute entitled " an act for destroy- 
ing barberry-bushes,' 9 and in conformity to a vote of .the 
inhabitants of the town of//, you <A. B. and C. D. (as the 
rase may be) are hereby authorized and directed to enter 
the field of E. F. in said town, (dscribing the same) and dig 
np and destroy any and all barberry-bushes you may there 
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find growing ; for which, service you ire hereby author!* 
zed to charge the town of//. 
Given under our hands at H. the day of 

A.D. IS 

G.H. 
I. 



r.H. 1 

. K. I 



said town* 



BASTARDY. 

In cases of bastardy, the selectmen of the town interest* 
ed in the support of such bastard child (when sufficient se- 
curity shall not be offered to save said town from all charge 
and ezpence for the support of such child or children) and 
the woman omits to bring forward her suit to recover 
maintenance, may bring forward a suit in behalf of such 
town against him who shall be accused of begetting such 
child ; and may,also take up and pursue any suit begun by 
the mother of such child for maintenance thereof, in cast 
she shall fail to prosecute the same to final judgment , 

Statute* B. jr. ft. 100. 

Selectmen** complaint in caee of Bastardy* 

To A. B. Justice of the Peace for H. County. 

Come C. D.j B. F. and G. H. f selectmen of the tows of 
J?, in said county, and complaint make) and give said 
Justice to understand, that /. K. of said R. a single woman* 
is now with child) that L. M. of said R. is accused of hay- 
ing begotten the said child ; and that the same is, if born 
alive, likely to become chargeable to the said town of J?., 
whereupon the said selectmen, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the statute entitled " an act concerning bastards 
and bastardy," pray said justice that due process of law 
may issue against the said L. AT., and that he be dealt with 



accordingly. 
Dated at J?, this day of 18 



#* 



CD. - ) 

E.F. V Selectmen of ff. 
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BOUNDARIES. 

The lines and boundaries of towns are to be run and re- 
newed at least once in three years, either in the month of 
March, Aprils October, or November, by the selectmen of 
the respective towns, or under their appointment and di- 
rection) upon penalty offourtcen dollars forfeiture, to be in- 
curred by every town neglecting the same : the selectmen 
of the most ancient town, to give notice to the selectmen 
of the adjoining town of time and place of meeting for the 
purpose, six days before hand. Statutes B. i.fl. 103. and 
B.ii. ft. 46. 

Notice to Perambulate division Unes between Towns. 

To the Selectmen of the town of A. 
Gentlemen, 

We the subscribers, selectmen of the town of B. being 
the most ancient of the said towns, hereby notify you that 
we propose to meet at on the day of at 
o'clock in the noon, to perambulate the line, {or line* 
ms the case may be) and renew the marks and boundaries, 
between the said towns, according to a law of this state in 
such cases provided, when and where, and for which ser- 
vice you are hereby requested to attend. Dated at said B. 
the day of 18 

C. D. Sec. Selectmen of said B. 

Selectmen's Warrant to Perambulate Unes between Townsl 

ToA.B.ylzc.ofC. 
We the selectmen of the town of D. by virtue of a law 
of this state in such case provided, do hereby appoint you 
to perambulate and run the division line (or Unes) and re- 
new the marks and boundaries, between the said towns of 
C and D., and you are to make return of your doings intb 
the town clerk's office of the said town of D. as soon as 
may bt. Given under our binds at said D. this day 

' • if p. % 

G.H.> Selectmen tf^i 
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Return of Perambulation into Town Clerk* 9 office* 

Be it remembered that on the day of 1 8 , the 
subscriber!, selectmen of the towns of C. and D. respec- 
tively, in pursuance of notice from the selectmen of the 
most ancient of the said towns, did proceed to perambulate 
the dividing line (or line*) and renew the marks and boun- 
daries between the said towns of C and D. as follows, vfa. 
Beginning, 8cc. [describing the course and length of the lines 
or distances, and the monuments renewed.} 

Given under our hands this day of 18 

£. F., kc Selectmen of D. 
L. M., See. Selectmen of C, 

Or, 

In obedience to a warrant from the selectmen of the 
town of D. y [or from the selectmen of the towns o/C. and D. 
respectively > where both towns appoint the same persons'] to 
ns directed, we the subscribers did, on the day of 
18 , proceed to perambulate the division line [or Unes 4 ] 
and renew the marks and boundaries between the said 
towns of C. and D. as follows, See. [describing as before.'] 

Dated at -D. this day of 1 8 

N.O. 
P.Q. 

This return is to be wade into the clerk's office of each 
t&wn, when the same persons are appointed by both towns. 

CHILDREN. 

The Selectmen of every town in this state, in their sev* . 
eral precincts and quarters, shall have a vigilant eye and 
inspection over their brethren and neighbors, and see that 
none suffer the children under their care, either as par- 
ents or masters, to live in ignorance of the fundamental 
principles of religion, and of the laws against capital of- 
•nces, and that they be taught at least some short ortho- 
dox catechism, so as to be able to answer to the questions 
that may be propounded to them out of the same ; they 
are to take care that all parents and master* do em$ta| 

g&4 briny up their children i&& i^rc^^^'*?**^^ 
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est and lawful calling, labor or employment, profitable to 
themselves dind the state ; and also that due prosecutions 
be made for breaches of law in this respect. 

If parents and masters after due admonition by the se- 
lectmen} are found negligent of their duty, whereby such 
children grow rude, stubborn and unruly, such selectmen, 
(with the advice of the next assistant or justice of the 
peace) are authorised and .empowered to take such children 
from their parents or masters, and place them with, and bind 
them to some master or masters, males, till they are twenty- 
one years of age, and females, till they are eighteen years of 
age, to the end that they may be suitably instructed, em- 
ployed and governed. Statute B. /. fi. 123, 4. 

It may be proper to remark here, that from the decis- 
ion, of the Superior Court in the case of Strong v. Brock- 
way, in 1794, it is settled that one of the selectmen who 
bind an apprentice under the aforesaid provision, being a 
justice of the peace and assenting to the same as such, is 
not such an approbation of the civil authority as to render 
the binding competent ; as the same person is not to act 
in one and the same transaction in both capacities ; and 
that even a subsequent approbation of another justice will 
not make good such a proceeding, being originally void. 
The assent and approbation of the civil authority, it would 
seem, must be coeval with the original transaction of tak- 
ing and binding. 

An Indenture by Selectmen in case of rudenes; stubborn* 

nets, &*r. 
Whereas A. B. child lor afifirenticc oa the caw may be,] 
of C. D. in the town of E. in the county of F. by reason 
of the negligence of the said C. D. in causing him to be 
properly instructed and governed) is become rude, stub- 
born and unruly ; and whereas the said C. D, having been 
duly admonished thereof by the selectmen of the said town 
of £., still neglects his duty therein, whereby it becomes 
the duty of the selectmen in conformity to the statute en- 
titled " an act for the educating and governing children," 
to take die said A. B. from the said C. D. and place him 
where he may be suitably instructed! employed and gov- 
erned : Therefore this indenture witnesscth, that the sub* 
ic&tn, Mkctam Of the aald town of £• do by ttttft 
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presents, by and with the content and advice of G.H., Esq. 
justice of peace in said county, put, place, and bind out} 
the said A. B. unto/. K. of said E. y with him to lire, and 
him faithfully to serve, from the date hereof until he shall 
arrive at the age of twenty -one years, [or eighteen yean if* 
female] which will be on the day of A. D. 18 ; all 
which time he the said A.B* his master iaithfullyshaU serve, 
and shall obey all his lawful commands. And the said 
J. JT. doth hereby covenant and agree with the said select- 
men and their successors in said office, that he will provide 
for the said A. B. sufficient meat, drink, washing, lodging, 
clothing and physic during said term ( and also to learn 
him the art or trade of ; and furthermore to teach 

the said A. B. to read and write, and at the end of said 
term to dismiss him and give him two suits of clothes, one 
suitable for common wear, the other suitable for holidays; 
also, a bible, Sic. [a* the agreement ekaU be*] 

In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto set 
their hands and seals, this day of A. D. 18 
Signed, sealed and delivered > 
in presence of 3 

L.M. 

N. O. R.S. V Selectmen of M. 



P.Q.I 
R.S. \ 
T. UJ 



I.K. 

This indenture was made and entered into by and with 
my advice and consent. 

G. H. Justice of the Peace* 

In case any persons who have been or are maintained 
by the town, suffer their children to live idly, and mispend 
their time, and neglect to bring them up, or employ them 
in some honest calling ; or if there be any family who can- 
not or do not make suitable provision for the support of 
their children ; or if there be any children who live idly, 
and are exposed to want* having none to take care of them, 
then the selectmen or overseers of the poor, with the as- 
sent of the next assistant or justice of the peace, arc em- 
powered to bind them out to be servants or apprentices** 
aforesaid. Statute* B. /. ft. 552. 

It was held by the Superior Court in the case of Strong 
v. Brockway, before cited, thai a cAi\\A WVvci% w> to&qx^ 
htber, gv&rdkn or master, but UVins ^VOfc \\.%m^c«t ^\s* 
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had married a second husband, and by whom it was well pro- 
vided for and educated, was not under such circumstances 
liable to be bound out by selectmen. To be subject to 
the binding of selectmen, under the statute u for maintain- 
ing and supporting the poor," it would seem that either 
the children themselves, or their parents, must be at the 
time, or have formerly been, actually supported by the 
town. 

An Indenture by Selectmen in case of floor children. 

Whereas A. B. a poor child son of C. D. of the town of E. 
in the county of -F. who is {or has been, as the case may be] 
maintained or relieved by the said town of M. is living in 
idleness, and mispending his time ; and whereas the said C. 
&. doth neglect to bring him up and employ him in some 
honest calling [or whereas A. B. a floor child belonging to 
the family of CD. of 1L. in the county of F. who is (or has 
keen) maintained or syfifllUd by the said town of E. and can* 
not (or does not) provide competently for his children, 
whereby the said A. B. is exflosed to want or extremity,] or 
whereas A. B. a floor child in the town o/*E. &c. is now living 
idly and exflosed to want and distress, and there are none to 
take care of him] whereby it becomes the duty of the se- 
lectmen, in pursuance of the law "for maintaining and sup- 
porting the poor," with the assent of the next assistant or 
justice of the peace, to bind out such poor child to be an 
apprentice or servant Where he may be suitably provided 
for ; Therefore this indenture witnesseth, fee. {as in the 
former case.'} 



CONSTABLES. 

Every constable in this state shall be furnished with a 
black staff, having a head with the arms of this state 
thereon ; which staff he shall cany upon proper occa- 
sions, as a token or badge of his office ; which the select* 
men of each town are to take care to provide at the town's 
charge ; upon penalty of eighty four cents for every month's 
neglect. Statute* A /. /i. 192. 



ELECTIONS. 

.It is made the duty of the selectmen of the several towns 
to procure for the use of the freemen at their meetings, a 
ballot-box with an aperture in the lid thereof, for the pur- 
pose of receiving the votes of the freemen in all cases in 
which they are required by law to give in their ballots. 

Statute* B. i./i. 252. 

After the Action of town officers at the annual town 
meeting in the month of November or December^ it is in- 
cumbent upon the selectmen forthwith to see that all 
those officers of whom an oath is by law required, be sum- 
moned and sworn to the faithful discharge of their re- 
spective offices and trusts. Statute* B.i. p. 649. 

ENCROACHMENTS. 

Where no committee is specially appointed by the town 
to remove encroachments upon the highways therein*, 
the duty devolves upon the selectmen for the time being, 
in case any person has within fifteen yisars, taken any part of 
the highway into his enclosure, or erected any fence there- 
on in such manner that said highway is straitened of its 
proper width, to give notice or warning to the persons so 
offending to remove, or cause to be removed such fence 
or encroachment within such convenient time as they 
shall appoint, not exceeding one month after such notice ; 
and if the person, or persons, so warned shall not cause 
such fence or encroachment to be removed within tho 
limited time, it shall be lawful for the said selectmen to 
remove the same: the charge of which warning, and 
throwing down and removing such encroachment to be 
paid to said selectmen by the person erecting the same. 
If the person so offending shall again commit the like of- 
once, he shall incur the penalty of seven dollar* for eve- 
ry such offence, as often as he shall commit the same ; to 
be recovered by bill, &c. by the person who gave the war- 
ning, and caused the said encroachment to be removed ; 
one half of the penalty to be the prosecutor's, with costs 
of prosecution, and the other half to the county treasury* 
After once removed, and again set up, it shall be lawful for 
t£c selectmen again to remoyc the asm* w&rox irftefe 
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The same authority it given to a committee appointed 
by the town for that purpose. Statutes B. j.fi. 259. 

Since writing the foregoing the following statute has 
Been pasted. 

An act relating to Public Highways. 

f 1. Be it enacted, &c That in tutor* m> title shall be 
acquired to any public highway, or land sequestered for a 
highway, by fifteen years possession ; any law to the con- 
trary notwithstarding : Provided : That nothing, in this 
act shall be construed to imply that such title could, or 
would not heretofore be acquired by fifteen years posses- 
sion. 

$ 2. Be it further enacted^ That any encroachment 
made upon a highway, or land sequestered for a highway, 
within fifteen years last past, or which may hereafter be 
made on a highway, or on land sequestered for a high- 
way, may be removed at any time whatever, in the sarqe 
manner as is provided in the act entitled " an act to pre- 
vent encroachments on highways, and on commtn| an£ 
undivided lands," any thing in said act contaiued notwith- 
standing. JPaucd May Sewoth 1819* 

Warning to remove Encroachment*. 

To A. B. of C. 
We the subscribers, selectmen of the town of C 
lor a committee afifieinted by the town o/C to remove en* 
croachment*) do hereby in pursuance of the laws of this 
state for preventing encroachments on highways, notify 
and warn you to remove, or cause to be removed, within 
one month from the date hereof, the fence now standing 
on that part of the highway [particularly describing the 
aame\ whereby the said highway is straitened and made 
narrower than it ought to be Hereof you are not to fail. 
Given under our hands this day of 18 

D. E.1 
F.G. >> Selectmen of C 
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FENCES. 

When parties do not agree in dividing their partition 
fences, it shall be in the power of the person aggrieved, to 
call the selectmen of the town, or major part of them, who 
shall divide and set out each and every person or persons* 
liis or their part of the dividing fence, in equal propor- 
tion ; and shall set a price upon the fence so set out to the 
person or persons last improving [in cases where one 
neighbour begins to improve and inclose before his adjoining 
neighbour*] to be paid to the person or persons who erect- 
ed the same ; an account whereof, under the selectmen's 
hands, shall he a sufficient evidence for the person or per* 
sons who erected the same, to recover said price so set, 
of the persons last improving as aforesaid. 

The like method may be taken in dividing any dividend 
lute of fence between adjoining proprietors of particular 
inclosures, on the motion of either party, where it shaH 
so happen that the other party refuses to divide the same ; 
in dividing which the selectmen shall have regard to the 
tetter part of said fence (if any such there be) and set the 
same to him who erected, or holds under him who erect- 
ed it ; and the charge thereof shall be paid by him who 
wilfully refused to make such division. 

Statutes B. i.fi. 312. 

Selectmen** account of assignment of dividend fence. 

We the subscribers, selectmen of A % hereby certify that 
upon the application of B. C of said d. f in pursuance of 
the statute for ordering and regulating fences, we did on 
tne day of 18 , divide and set out to the -said B. 

C. and D. £. their respective parts of the dividend fence, 
{describing the same} and did accordingly set to the said B. 
C. [describing his part] and to the said D. E. [describing his 
part] being their equal proportion. And we do adjudge 
that the said D. E. do pay to the said C. JD. who erected 
the same [or holds under the proprietor who erected the 
eame] dollars, for his part of said fence, together 

with the expence of such division, amounting to 

Given under our hands at A. this day of 18 



t- 
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FREEMEN. 

- Freemen of this state are to be admitted by the civil au- 
thority and selectmen of the respective towns, on free* 
men's meeting days, in open meeting ; having previous to 
. the opening of such meeting made application th<refoi* 9 
and not afterwards. Being satisfied of the qualification* 
of such applicant* it is the duty of the said civil authority* 
and -selectmen to certify the same in writing, and in such 
open freemen's meeting to administer the freemen's oath, 
and <Brcct his enrolment in the town clerk's office. 

It is made the duty of the dvilauthority and selectmen 
in auch town on every fmmertflpieetirig day to meet at 
the place appointed for said meeting, and previous Jo the 
opening thereof ; and receive and carefully examine all 
applications for admission to the privileges of freemen, 
and on such examination and approbation to certify as a- 

foresaid. Statute* B. i. fl. *57 9 &A 

» - • 

See the tide FsngEw under Towk-Qubk. 



FUGITIVES. 

Persons Convicted of any crime in any other state, for 
which corporis punishment might be inflicted if commit- 
ted in this state, and before punishment, escaping and flee- 
ing into this state ; v or having committed such cfime, arrd 
bring pursued by order £f authority, to bring them to jus- 
tice ; are to be apprehended and remanded back to the 
authority, or officers of the state from which they escangt 
by the authority of this state. And lb case no spch puP 
suit is made, any assistant or justice of >the peace, or the 
selectmen of the town 'where such person resides, may 
warn hfaa to depart out of tfcfestate ; and on failing so to 
do, lie shall pay a fine ot&v&t&n dollars for the use of the 
state, and the sariie for every month he continues aftefr 

ipn. Statute* B.i.fl. 35V. 
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HIGHWAYS. 

The selectmen or major part of them, may lay out pub- 
lic highways, or private ways, as they shall judge needful, 
in their towns, first giving reasonable notice to the own- 
ers of the land through which they are laid, or leaving no- 
tice in writing at the place of their abode, if within the 
state. The damage done by such laying out, shall be paid 
by the town if for public use, but if for private use, by the 
person applying for the same. A survey in writing, un- 
der the hands of the selectmen, containing a particular de- 
scription of such ways being made and accepted by the 
town, and recorded in the records of lands in such town, 
and satisfaction made to the persons damnified, or the mo- 
ney deposited with the town treasurer for their use, ready 
for them when they apply, according to an estimate made 
by three judicious disinterested freeholders, under oath, 
appointed by a justice of peace for that purpose, or as the 
selectmen and parties interested may agree, then such 
ways become established. # 

Towns, as often as they judge necessary, at their annual 
meeting, may vote and agree, that the selectmen may set 
out to each surveyor of highways, his district for mend- 
ing highways, and what persons shall labor under each 
surveyor, and to alter said districts as the/ shall find occa- 
sion ; which service the selectmen in such case are appoin- 
ted and empowered to perform. 

It is made particularly the duty of selectmen living in 
towns through which mail stages pass, to mend'and repair* 
the bridges and roads used by such stages, and keep the 
wfftit in good repaid in case of neglect, the county court 
m£y order necessary repairs, and grant a warrant against 
such negligent selectmen for the expence incurred there- 
on. Statutes B. i. ft. 376 — 6. 

Selectmen are also authorized, with the approbation of 
the town to discontinue any public highway, or private 
way, laid out by themselves, or their predecessors in of- 
fice. If any person is aggrieved by the dungs of any se- 
lectmen in discontinuing a highway, an appeal shall be al- 
lowed to the county court, in the same manner as when 
persons are aggrieved in laying out \\\^\vn* vj*. 

Statute* B % *.fc*W*- 



1 13 Selectmen. Ipji&r tu 

Survey of a Public Highway f or Private way. 

We the subscribers, selectmen of the town of**, ia pur- 
suance of the laws of this state, for providing, altering, 
regulating and mending highways, having first given rea- 
sonable notice to the owners of the land, as the law directs, 
did, on the day of 18 . [at the request of 

B. C- of said town, if a private way] lay out the following 
public highway [or private way, for the use of the said B. 
C.] in said town. Beginning at, &c. [describing' the wme.] 
And we have estimated the damages to be paid by the 
said town [or if a private way, by the said B. C] as fot- 
lows, viz. to JD. £. dollars^to F. G. dollars, Sec, 

Given under our hands at A. this day of 13 

K.I. ") 

K. L. J> Selectmen of A, 

M. N. J 

Assignment of limits to a Surveyor r qf Highways. 

To A. B. one of the Surveyors of highways for the town 
of C— We the subscriber^, selectmen of said town of C, 
do hereby assign to you for repair, and amendment the 
current year, the highways that are within the following 
limits, viz. [describing them.] To which assignment you 
are directed to conform yourself. 

Given under oar hands at A. this day of 18 

D. E. 1 

F. G. > Selectmen of A. 
** H.I. J 

IDIOTS. M 

By the statute under this title, for reliving and ordering 
of Idiots* impotent, distracted and idle persons, it is provi- 
ded, that in case of idiots, distracted, poor and impotent 
persons in any town, who have not estate or income suffi- 
cient to support them, and no relations* who do, or may 

* Relations jmho stand in the degree or line of father or 

mother, granajather or grand-mother \ children or grand- 

children^ if of sufficient ability , are liable to provide far^-and 

take care qf poor, impotent, and destracted/icrsons, as well as 

Mote wAo are non compos mentis. 



be cottfpfeUed to provide for theni, 'the selectmen or over- 
seers of the poor of the towri where such persons Were 
W>fB)>«r are by Jaw inhabitants, are empowered and requir- 
4^ to a*ake suitable provision for them at the charge af 
qucfe tywn; or if they belong to no town or place in this 
state* then at the fost and charge of she state.* 
y-Xfce selectmen are also to inspect the affairs and mart- 
agement of all persons in their towns ; and if they flild 
any whaare>or are likely to become, reduced to 'Want by . 
idleness, mismanagement or bad husbandry, they may ap- 
point an overseer, to advise, direct, and order him and his 
business, for such time at they shall think proper. A cer- 
tificate whereof they arc forthwith to set upon the sign- 
post, and lodge a copy in the town clerk's office. And 
thereupon sticb person shall be incapable of making any 
valid contract without the consent of such overseer. - 

If this measure fail to reform such person, or, if they 
judge proper, the selectmen may, without first appointing 
an overseer, make application to the next assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace, who shall issue forth: his warrant to ap- 
prehend the said person for examination. If the person 
abscond, that Jje cannot be taken, the officer shall sejsve the 
warrant by cbpy : And thereupon the selectmen, if no 
sufficient reason be shewn .to. the contrary, with, the advice 
of the said civil authority, are empowered to take such per- 
son and his family under their care, and assign, bind, and 
dispose of them in service, as they shall think best. They 
are also empowered, with the advice of such c^tf author- 
ity, to take into custody all the estate of such person, as 
juril real as personal, and dispose of, improve, and manage 
mm same by themselves or any under them, for the benefit 
of such person or his heirs. They may not, however, sell 
lands without the order of the general assembly. 

Of their proceedings a certificate under the hands of the 
s&td authority and selectmen' must be set on the sign post, 
or in some other public place in said town ; and a 90py 
lodged in the town clerk's office ; and an inventory ma^e 
within ten days alter such taking, of all OjMersonal estate 

* See a ta*c deed to rttati6nt& the retofotal of 1 1 
V,n<kr the tUlt ImHtotvMri JPorj it pi/&% 
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to be appraised by indifferent men under oath, and lodg- 
ed with t the town clerk. 

If any person shall withhold the estate or credits of 
' such person from the selectmen, they are empowered to 
demand and receive the same by suit, or otherwise from 
time to time, and are to inventory the same ; and they are 
-to take care to pay his just debts; No contract entered 
into by such person for the time being shall be valid in law. 
If aggrieved, he may apply to the county court who are to 
. afford such relief as they judge proper. 

Statutes B. /. fi. 3£3. 

Selectmen?* complaint to the County Court for children to 

maintain impotent parents. 

To the honorable County Court, &c. 
We the subscribers, selectmen of the town dW. in said 
county, pursuant to the statute for relieving and ordering 
'of idiots, impotent, distracted and idle persons, inform 
the said court, and complaint make, that B. C. an inhabit- 
ant of the said A. is poor, impotent, and unable to sup- 
' port and provide for himself, and has no estate wherewith- 
al it may be done ; and they beg leave further to inform 
the said court that D. E. ofF. in said county is grandson 
lor son as the case may be} to the said B. C. and so relat- 
ed within the degree limited by said statute to render him 
liable for his support and maintenance, and of sufficient 
ability to do the same ; yet the said D. E. neglects and re- 
fuses to afford such support and maintenance to the said 
B.C. Wherefore your complainants pray the said 
court, to order that the said D. E. shall afford sucb^e- 
cessary support and maintenance to the said B. C. as is 
by the statute aforesaid provided* Dated &c. 

G. H. "J 

I. K. y Selectmen of.*. 
L. M. J 

The supreme court held in the case Mack v. Parsons t 
September Term, 1786, New-London County, that u A 
son-in-lawi s not holden for the parents' support within the 
words of the statute, nor is he within the intent of it ; 

x which i* merely to enforce the law, of nature, or the mu- 

Aoff ©Miction of supped teli?^ 



iMffr /,] Ijhots. 115 

.ting from that law, or their natural relation to each oth- 
er." So has been the exposition of the English statute, 
expressed in like terms, where the son-in-law was adjudg- 
ed to be not holden, though he received a fortune with bis 
rwife, &rby's Reft. ft. 156. 

v. • . • • 

.*- Selectmen'* complaint against a person for idleness, &c. 

l*o A. B. Esq. justice of the peace, &c. come C. D. E. F. 
'and G. H. selectmen of the town of R. in the county of 
F. and in pursuance of a statute of this state for relieving 
and ordering of idiots, impotent, distracted and idle per- 
• sons, complain and inform, that J. K % of said /?. by idle- 
ness, mismanagement and bad husbandry is likely to be 
reduced to want and [with his family, as the case may be] 
become chargeable to the said town of R. wherefore we 
' the said selectmen request the said justice to issue his 
, warrant to apprehend the body of the said /. K. that he 
y may be examined concerning such idleness, fee. and be 

* -dealt with as by the said statute is provided. Dated, Sec. 

C. D. } 

E. F. I Selectmen of /?• 
;*' G.H.J 

Notice of the foregoing process. 

Whereas J. K. of i?. in the.county of F. in pursuance 
of the statute of this state for relieving and ordering of id- 
iots, impotent, distracted and idle persons, and by virtue of 
a warrant under the hand of A. B. Esq. justice of peace for 

* said county, was on the day of brought be- 
^fore the said justice and the selectmen of said R. ; and 

was duly examined concerning his idleness mismanage- 
ment and bad husbandry, upon the complaint and inform- 
ation of the said selectmen. And whereas on such exam- 
ination it was judged best by said selectmen, by and with 
the advice of the said justice, to take the said I. JT., his 
family and estate under their care : Therefore the said 
selectmen, by and with the advice of the said justice, did, 
on the day of appoint L. M. of said R. a 

master, or overseer, over the said J. K. him to oversee, 
direct and govern according to law for one year next eai- 
vaing ; and did hind him in wry'vex \» ^* w^ *-* "Nl~^fi* 
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JURORS. 

See under this title in part first, where the duties of se- 
lectmen are given in the recital of the statute. 

LISTERS. 

TKe civil authority and selectmen, together with the 
listers in the respective towns, may abate from the list of 
male persons not exempted by law, the polls of such per- 
sons as are disabled by sickness, lameness or other infirm- 
ity, provided such abatement do not exceed one-tenth part 
of such polls ; and provided such abatement be made on 
or before the first Thursday in October annually. The 
list from which such abatements are to be made may in- 
clude military exempts. 

Statutes B, i.ft. 468 and B. u.fi. 76. 

MILESTONES. 

The statute under this title, makes it the duty of select- 
men in towns, on post-roads, at the expence of the town, 
to erect and keep up mile-stones, at least two feet high, 
near the side of the common travelling road, marked with 
the* distances from the county town of the county, accor- 
ding to the mensuration made by public order. 

In case of neglect for the space of one month after no- 
tice given them for that purposes the selectmen shall pay 
and forfeit the sum of seven dollars, $ne half to the prose- 
cutor, and the other half to the town. 

Statutes B. i.fi. 495. 

Any person pulling down, breaking* or defacing any 
mile-stone, post-guide, or other monument for the direc- 
tion of travellers, or any railing by law erected on any 
causeway or public road, for the safety of travellers, such 
person shall pay to the town corporation, or proprietors 
owning such mile-stone, &c. or railing, treble damages ; 
and a fine not exceeding seven dollars, for the use of the 
town where the offence is committed. 

Statute* B, u.fu VYT. 
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MILITIA. 

For the duty of selectmen in relation to this title, see 
tbe title Militia under the power and duty of Towns, in 
part first) where the law is recited. 

MINISTERS. 

See the statute recited under this title in the first part of 
this compilation, in which are defined the power and duty 
of selectmen. 

NAILS. 

In towns where, nails are manufactured for aale or ex- 
portation, the civil authority and selectmen are authorized 
and required to appoint some suitable person or persons, 
to be nail inspector, or inspectors, who shall be sworn to 
the faithful discharge of their duty. And the cml author- 
ity and selectmen so appointing such inspectors, are to 
affix the rate of fees which such inspectors shall receive 
for inspecting, weighing, packing, branding and storing, to 
be paid by the manufacturer. Statute* B. i.fl. 526. 

PAUPERS. 

JPohnlfor a fating and cc$$fying accounts for $ufi/iort ofPau* 

fiers. 

[^.prescribed by the Controller of public accounts pur- 
suant to law.] 
Slate of Connecticut. To. the Selectmen of .; Dr. 
For the expencc of supportingState Paupir* vm* 

. paid * for his 1 

board mma to 

/ weeks at 



Qj.. B. Dates to the necessary articles 
if chalking furnished, and alt charges to 
be supported with vouchers*) 
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We the subscriber*, be|qg the major part of the select- 
men of do certify, that above mentioned is a 
foreigner, born in f who came into ^ja country in 
and fritd fh\4 Mate from*. \ on&e <: ' day of 
and has resided in the town of 

( Inter t the placet, and period* iff time) 

That he came into this town on the day of 

from of which the selectmen were ntfgeri, within 

fourteen days : and that he was on the ' ^Vy of 
Warned to depart the town, being within tjjjc months 
after he first came therein— that his sickncfjfeommen» 
ced within the first three months after he came into the 
town, and has ever since and still continues sick to such 
a degree, that he cannot safely be removed ; that he hath 
never resided six years in any towjfon this state ; and that 
he hath not any relations, nor is tfieir any other peradh oV 
town liable by law for bis support ; that he was poor, an<i r 
in a sufferh^T conditioned needed the relief that has been ' 
afforded him, to Ate amount of , M - ^ ; ' ; ' " 

We further certify, That \Befe netoi$fitber person* th§$* 
have been supported.) f 

Dated at ; 



-.'.•* • . .. ^. h 



\ 



Selectmen. 



County y at. 



Personally appeared, A. B., C. D+ and JS. F., stfocrtb- 
ers to the foregoing account and certificate, being a major 
part of the selectmen of . , and made path to 

the jusmess and reasonableness of the charges therein, and 
to the truth of all the facts stated in the certificate,. 

Before pit, . Justice of Peace. 



POOR. 

The statute, prescribing the powers and duties of se- 
lectmen in the maiotainance and support of the p^or, is 
recited in part first. See also the title CfUunuE* io Uu» 
second part. 
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POST GlflDES. 
Sec the statute with this title in part first of this wort; 

. POUNDS. 
See the statute regulating pounds in part first. 



i » 



PROVISIONS. 

The inspection laws of the state authorize and direct 
the civil authority and selectmen in the several towns, and 
the mayor, aldermen *bd common council in the sereral 
cities in which the articles therein enumerated) are put 
up, or from which they are exported, to appoint some 
meet person or persons to be inspectors, surveyors, and 
packers ; who shall be severally sworn to a faithful dis- 
charge of their duty in the same manner, mutatis mutan- 
dis, as surveyors of highways, &c. Statutes £. i,fi. 312, 



RATES. 

■++ 

The powers and duties of selectmen, in the system of 
taxation in this state, are defined in the statute, recited 
tinder this title in the first part of this work. 

In the case therein mentioned, when any collector of a 
town tax, neglecting to collect and pay the same shall de- 
liver up his rate-bill or bills to the selectmen, they are 
to depute some person to complete the same by a war* 
rant under their hands which may be in the following 
form, viz. 

To A. B. of C. Greeting. 

We the subscribers, selectmen of the town of D. by 
virtue of the laws of this state, '« providing for the collec- 
tion and payment of rates and taxes," do by these pres- 
ent* depute you the said A % B. in the $1&ca. *sA*\«»& A 

£ i^ tote coJJector of a tovm ttti&sud D.*»Te«*tt*>* 



rate bill lor bilk] which was [or toert] committed to the 
said E. F. and by him neglected to be'collectcd and paid ; 
and we do hereby authorize and empower you to com- 
plete the collection thereof, under the regulations in said 
laws provided. And you are to complete the collection 
of such remaining sums due on the said ra\e-bill {or bills] 
and pay in the same to the treasurfibf the said town of 
C for the time being, on or before the day of 

next ensuing. 

Given under our hands this day of. 18 

G. H. 1 

I. K. I Selectmen of C. 

L. M.J 

RIOTS. 

In case of a riotous assemblage, selectmen among oth- 
er officers, are authorized to compiand silence when procr 
lamation is making ; and fo make orisause to be made 
proclamation in words to the following effect, viz. 

" In the name, and by the authority, of the people of 
" Connecticut, I charge and command all persons assem* 
" bled, immediately to disperse themselvts, and peacea- 
" bly to depart to their habftatioqJ|or to their lawful bust* 
u ness, upon the pains and penalties contained in the act 
" or law of this satate entitled " an act for preventing lit. 
f c ots and rioters." ** . 

They are also required, on notice, or knowledge of any 
such unlawful assembly, to resort to the place for that, 
purpose. 

If after proclamation made, such asssmbly does' not dis- 
perse, then it shall be lawful for such selectmen or other 
officers to command : assistance, and to seize upon and! 
apprehend the rioters for punishment. 

Statutes B. i.fl. 576. 



SEWERS. , 

■ * 

Proprietors of lands through which dams, drains, and 
wm are awdc agreeably ^^j^jisiw xf f ^ At * tute 




with this title, whenever they think themselves aggrieved 
by the doings of scavengers, may at their own cost, with- 
in ten days make application* to the selectmen of that town 
where such lands lie ; who, being no ways parties to the 
-controversy, shall anew appraise the cost of any repairs 
made by the said scavengers, and the party deficient 
shall pay double cost according to their appraisement. 

Statutes B. i.fi. 594. 

SHEEP. 

For the power of selectmen in relation to sheep, sae 
the same title in the first part of this work. 

Selectmen's sentence agtmst a mischievous or suspicious Dog* 

Pursuant to the provisions of the statute of this state, 
entitled " An Act for ordering, restraining, and preserv- 
ing sheept" and on complaint and information of 4. B» 
of C, this day made to the subscriber, one of the select* 
men of said C, stating that damages have been done a- 
mong his sheep or cattle, by worrying [wounding or kil* 
Hngi as the case, may be"] the same ; and that he has reason 
to believe, and does believe, that a certain dog [or dogs] 
belonging to D. E. of JffiA town [describing them] have 
done-the same, whereupon I, the said selectman, having 
duly -considered and examined the allegations and eviden- 
ces offered by the said A. B. 9 and such other matters as 
was thought proper, as to the reasonableness of such sus- 
picion ; and upon such consideration and examination* be- 
ing satisfied there is great reason for suspicion that the 
said dog [or dogs] has [or have] done the said mischief; 
I do hereby accordingly, by. virtue of the said statute, 
give sentence that said dog [or dogs] be killed. 

Given under my hand at C. aforesaid, this day of 

18 . F. G., one of the selectmen of said C. 

SICKNESS. 

As under the present copious provisions of our laws 
upon this subject, the civil authority ate VkTO^cv^^- 
sociated with the selectmen, the coto^T w^» \tA\xw^^ 



believe that the suggestion of all the variety of forms ne- 
cessary in the course of transactions therein, would be 
tieemed a superfluous labour. 

For the prescribed form for stating, and certifying ac- 
counts against the state for expences of sick foreigners! 
see Paupers. 

SIGN-POSTS. 

See the statutes under the title Sign -Posts, recited in 
the preceding part. 



SLAVES. 

All slaves set free by their ownejt, who afterwards com* 
to want, are to be maintained by their former owners ; and 
on their refusal so to do, such slaves are to be relieved by 
the selectmen of the town to whi.h they belong : and the 
selectmen shall recover of the said owners, or masters, all 
the charge and cost they are at for such relief, in the us- 
ual manner, as in case of other debts. Provided however 9 
that, 

When any master or owner of any slave shall be dis- 
posed to emancipate and make free such slave, and shall 
apply to any two of the civil auttority, or one of the civil 
authority and two of the selectmen of the town, to which 
he belongs, it shall be the duty of said authority, or au- 
thority and selectmen (as the case may be) to enquire in- 
to the health and age of such slave, and if they find upon 
examination, that such slave is in good health, and is not 
of greater age than forty-five years, or less than twenty- 
five years, the said authority, or authority and selectmen, 
shall give to the owner or master of such slave a certifi- 
cate thereof, under their hands. Provided, That previ- 
ous to giving such certificate, the person giving the same 
shall be convinced by actual examination of the slave to 
be made free by such certificate, that he or she is desir- 
ous thereof. StatuM B. i.fl. 624, 625 and 626. 

-# 

STOCKS. 

See tfaii title iu the \pcc«£ni fort.. 
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Incases of lost goods, or stray beasts, Vhere no owner 
appears in twelve months and a day, after rtfeistering the 
same, the vahie thereof according to the appraisement 
made as the law directs, after aJl.jus t dues to the kcepegt 
finder, and register are defrayecKpe to the use of the treas- 
ury of the town where such goods or beast were found, 
and the selectmen of such town are fully empowed to re- 
cover and receive the same for the use of said town. 

Statute* B.i.fi. 636. 



TAVERNS. 

* ' i ■ 

The powers and duties of selectmen in relation to 

Taverns are defined tinder that title in the preceding part 



Certificate of nomination of Tayern^eeftera, 

. At a meeting of the [civil authority] selectmen, grand 
jurors, and constables, in the town of A. [if the town be 
destitute, of civU authority at the time, imert— there being 
at this time no civil authority in said town] duly convened 
at in said town* clothe . day of January 18 , the 

following persons are nominated to keep houses of public 
entertainment, or taverns, in said town, fiar the ensuing 
year as the. law ejects, viz* „ 

B. ■& f :JD*4t. f F. G. f &c. . . 

Dated at J. this day of 16 • 

Ck! L. \ Justice8 of ?*ace.J 



Selectmen. 



- < M.N.-7 
QR.J 

JfJ ' j Constable*. 

To the Hon. County Court, &c 

" Where the town is destitute of civil wfcW&i ^S.'&fc 
titae, the cdtfftitfrtf tiff <^ ^-^ il '* i ^ 

t 2 " 



Prohibition to %eU tflmtou* liguoro tointcmfierate fierwn*. 

Whereas it is understood by the subscribers, two of the 
civil authority, and a majority of the selectmen of the town 
of C. that A, A, of said town, by reason of an intem- 
perate use of spiritous liquor, is in danger of being redu- 
ced to want, mispending his time, and neglecting to pro* 
Tide for his family ; and whereas on the day of 
last past, in pursuance of the statutes for licencing houses 
of public entertainment, or taverns, Sec. the said A. B. was 
duly cited, and caused to come before the said authority 
and selectmen, and duly admonished to refrain from such 
intemperance, as the law directs. And whereas it appears 
that such admonition has not produced the desired effect* 
We do therefore, by virtue of the statutes aforesaid, here* 
by forbid all persons to sell or procure any spiritous li- 
quors to or for the said A. B. without permission in man- 
ner provided by law, on the penalty in such case prescrib- 
ed by the statutes aforesaid. Of which all persons are to 
ttke due notice, 
(liven under our hands at C. the day of 18 

p. E. > Civil authority, or Jus* 
F.G. 5 tices of the peace. 
H.I.1 

K.L. > Selectmen- 
M.N.J 
Tbfo notification to be posted on the several figli-pcgta 

In the town. 

» 

Citation to keeper* of disorderly Tavern* fir egcqminatiQn. 

To A. B. deeper of a house of public entertainment in C. 
Whereas it is represented to us the subscribers, the 
civil authority and selectmen in said C. that you the said 
A. B. do not duly observe tho laws for regulating houses 
of public entertainment, but suffer disorders and irregular- 
ities to be practised in your house contrary to law s these 
•re therefore, in pursuance of the statute for licencing, 
and regulating houses of public entertainment, Sec to re- 
quire you to make your personal appearance before us at 
on the day of next, that due examina- 

fhm /W be fyftd o^erning the truthqf such repreaeata- 



j*| .aC*****a*.> m 

4c»c%aM* thatyew tmy totok wUk^ccefdmgly. Here* 
of you are not to fail. Given under our hands at C tht* 
day of, A. 0.18 

D. E. \ Civil authority, or fa* 
F. G. 5 ticea of the Peace* . 

Selectmen. 




ttokreftutfiendon of a tavcrtp>kccfier % 9 ticpiee. 

At a court holden in the town, of C. in the county of A 
to the day of A. D. 19 : Preaent— 

D. Jg.sbd F. G. justices, of the peace, and if. Z, J£ l* 
and 'A£ JV% selectmen in said town, being a majority of 
the civil authority and' selectmen io said town ; A* A, 
keeper of a house of public entertainment in said town* , 
having been duly cited before the said court to be exam* 
ined concerning the truth of certain allegations against 
him* representing that the said A. B. does not duly ob- 
serve the laws for regulating -houses of public entertain* 
mentrbut suffers disorder and irregularities to be prao* 
Used in his house ; [w now before said court for such «r* 
amimtion, \fhe qfifaar] and now a full hearing and exana» 
inetion is-accordingly had in the premises, as well the sev- 
♦ml pleas, proofs* and defence of the said A. B. as of any 
«nd all fcrdj^r evidence in support of such allegation**** 
whereupon it appears to said court that the said A. B. i* 
in fault, and that he U*§uUty of misconduct in suffering 
disorders and irregularities to be practised in his house aa 
aforesaid | it is therefore considered by the said court, 
and they do therefore in virtue of the statute aforesaid, or- 
der that the licence of the said A. B. to keep a house of 
public entertainment in laid town* be, and the same ac- 
cordingly is, from the date hereof until the aesfckm of the 
•9Wty ofwat ne<t i»*t boWcn, fce. wholly suspended ; 
-*p4 teMhe *MA* Ado pay thecoma of this fcieere* 
ing,ta*tdat,*e. ' . ■ . 

Gven under our Jm^ t| G aforesaid, the def*f 

"-■••■ XKE* V %** .. '\ 

I »* . t m x. *-L ■ \ . 
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Similar forma, mutatis mutandis, may be Used in case of 
the non-appearance of the person cited, or of his acquittal 
and discharge ; and a certified copy of the foregoing form, 
or a similar one, in case of suspension, must be transmit- 
ted to the county court. 



TOWN-OFFICERS. 

It is the duty of selectmen, forthwith -after the choice 
of town-officers at the annual town-meetings, to see that 
all those officers of whom an oath is by law required, be 
summoned and sworn to a faithful discharge of their res- 
pective offices and trusts. Statutes B. i. fi. 640. 

Selectmen's^ warrant to summon Town-Officers to take their 

Oaths of Office. 

To AM. one of the Constables of the town of C, Greeting. 

By authority of the state of Connecticut, you are hereby 
required and commanded forthwith to notify and sum- 
mon the following persons [inserting the names of the per- 
sons chosen, with the offices to which they are respectively 
appointed,] to make their personal appearance before D;E. 
Esq. one of the Justices of the peace for F. county, at his 
dwelling-house in said C. on the day of s next, at 
one o'clock in the noon, to take the oaths by law pro- 

vided to qualify them for the discharge of the offices to 
which they are respectively chosen. Hereof fail not, and 
of your doings make due and seasonable return, dated, &c. 

G. H. fee. Selectmen, 



TOWN-MEETINGS. 

Annual town-meetings for the choice of town-officers, 
as well as all necessary special town-meetings, are to be 
notified by the selectmen of each town, or by such others 
as they shall appoint for that purpose. 

Annual town-meetings are by law tf be holden some" 
time in the month of November or December. 



**** il.\ ToWV-TftlAtVBXB^ TRtstAss. J2ft 

Notification qfan annual Town-meeting for choice tfTown- 

Officers) &c. 
The freeholders and other inhabitants of the town of 
A, qualified to vote in town-meetings, are- hereby notified 
and warned that a meeting of the said inhabitants will be 
holden at in said town on the day of next, 

at nine o'-clock in the forenoon, to make choice of all such 
town -officers for the year ensuing as towns are by law re- 
quired or allowed to choose in the month of November or 
December annually, and do a wj f other business which 
may be^fbund necessary and proper to be done. Datea> 
&c. B. C, Sec. Selectmen. 

N. B. Qualified voters in town-meetings are, all free* 
men in that town whereto they belong, and other inhabit- 
ants or house-holders, being twenty-one years of age, hav- 
ing resided in the town one year, and possessing a free- 
hold estate rated in the common list at nine dollars, not 
subject to mortgage, or personal estate rated in the said 
list at one hundred and thirty-four dollars, beside his per- 
son. Statute* B. i.fi. 650 and B. ii.fi. 123. 



TOWN-TREASURER. 

Monies of the town in their treasury are subject to the 
orders of the selectmen, with whom the town treasurer t* 
by law required to account, at least annually. 

Statute* B. J.fi. 65*. 



TRESPASS. 

In the statute under this title in certain cases of tres- 
pass in which the damage sustained is estimated by two 
indifferent " able men" to be procured by the party tres- 
passed upon ; if the party' charged shall be dissatisfied 
with the estimation of damage, he may apply to the se- 
lectmen, whose duty it shall be to nominate and appoint 
two able indifferent men to review and adjudge between 
the parties, whose determination shall supercede the first 
judgment. Statute* B. z. £* 66$. 



HO SELECTMEN. (PART A, 

' Appointment of Appraisers to review and adjudge. 
To A. B. and C. D. of E. 

Whereas F. G\ of said E. having sustained damage in 
his corn-field or other enclosure, by the horses, &c»of //. 
J. of said E. did procure K. L. and A/. N. of said E. to 
view and adjudge the said damage, and whereas the said 
H. /. upon noiice thereof, Is dissatisfied with the damage, 
adjudged by the said K. £. and M. M and desires that 
two able and indiflferenrfnen be nominated and appointed 
by us the subscribers, selectmen of said E. in pursuance 
of the statute entitled " An act for detecting and punishing 
trespasses in divers cases, and directing proceedings 
therein ;" to review and adjudge tb'e said damage : We 
do therefore, in virtue of the said statute, hereby nominate 
and appoint you the said A. B. arid C. D. to review and 
adjudge as aforesaid. And of your doings herein, and 
your charges for reviewing, &c. you are to make return as 
soon as may be. Given under our hands this day 

«f A. D. 18 

O. P. 

Q, R. y Selectmen. 

S. 



VICE. 



>. P. 1 
>. T. J 



The selectmen from time to time are to make diligent 
enquiry of all house-holders within their respective 
towns, how they are furnished with bibles ; and if upon 
such inquiry any house-holder be found without one bi- 
ble at least, then the selectmen shall warn the said house- 
holder forthwith to provide one bible at least, for the use 
and benefit of his family. And if the same be neglected, 
then the said selectmen shall make return thereof to the 
next authority, who may deal with such house -holder's 
family according to the directions of the Jaw relating to 
the educating and governing of children. See Chil- 
dren. 

And all such families as are numerous, and where cir- 
cumstance's will, allow thereof, shall be supplied with bi- 
bles according to the number of persons of capacity t« 
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use the same in such families ; and with a suitable num- 
ber of orthodox catechism sand other good books of prac- 
tical godliness, and the like.' Statutes B. j.ft. 671, 2. 



WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

For the duty of selectmen in relation to this title, see 
the same in the first part of tiiis work. 



WORKHOUSES. 

When any person shall be committed to any house of 
correction, or work- house, in case he or she belong to any 
town in this state, suitable materials, such as are necessary 
and convenient for keeping such person at work during 
their abode ^herein, shall be provided at the charge of 
said town. And the selectmen of the said town shall de- 
liver the same to tJje master of such house, or be account- 
able to him for the charge and expence thereof, and as- 
sess the inhabitants for the same. 

And if any person committed as aforesaid, shall be un- 
able to work, or be weak or sick, then to be relieved by 
the master or keeper of such house, who shall be again 
reimbursed what he shall so necessarily expend for the 
relief of such person or persons, if he belong to any town 
in this state, by the selectmen of that town ; and the se- 
lectmen may assess the inhabitants of such town to an- 
swer the same ; except such persons, being weak or sick 
as aforesaid, were at the time of their commitment in 
their minority and under the care of parents or masters. 

Statutes B. j. /i. 690. 



WRECKS. 

When any shipwrecked property shall be discovered 
on the sea-coast of this state, it shall be the duty of the 
selectmen of the nearest town thereto, and it suall be law- 
ful for any other person to take the most efT ctuul meas- 
ures for saving and secuiing the same ; and if seed be, 
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such person or persons shall apply to one assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace, who is tftpaby authorized to grant ar 
warrant, directed to a proper officer, to impress and call 1 
forth proper assistance for that purpose : And that the 
person or persons securing such property, shall immedi- 
ately give notice thereof to the judge of the County court 
in the county where the same shall be secured ;' who 
shall direct the sheriff of the said county to seize the said 
property, and the same keep and hold until it shall be re* 
leased or disposed of by order of said court. And if any 
owner of such property, being a person entitled by the 
laws of the land, or the laws of nations, to a restoration 
thereof, shall within a year and a day after such seizure, 
appearand claim the same, it shall be restored to him, on 
paying such reasonable costs and salvage, for the persoia 
to whom due, as the said court shall order and allow. 
And in case no such owner shall, within that time appear, 
and claim said property and pay costs and salvage, ascer- 
tained as aforesaid, the same shall be sold by order of said- 
court, and the avails thereof (first deducting reasonable 
costs and salvage for the persons to whom due) shall be 
lodged in the treasury of this state. 

Provided^ That if the property be of a perishable na« 
ture, the court may order the same to be sold ; and also* 
that in any case where no owner appears in one month afc 
ter seizure, to pay salvage and costs, the court may order 
the sale of so much thereof, as shall pay such salvage ami 
costs. Statute* £. I. fi. 694. 



THE POWER AND DUTY OF TOWN CLERX& 

An act concerning Town»clerks* office and duty* 

$ 1. Be it enacted, &c. That the town clerk or register 
of every town in this.state, shall record all marriages, births 5 
and deaths of persons in their towns ; and that all par* 
cots, masters, executors, and administrators respectively) 
shall bring in to the register of the town to which they 
belong, the names of such persons belonging to them as 
Cither shall be born or die : and also every new married 

Jtoa fftalf bang the time oi twa tnaxm^e sufficiently 
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proved) either by certificate from him that married them* 
or by other legal proof, to the register within one montU 
after such birth, death or marriage ; and every person 
neglecting shall forfeit sixty-seven cents ; and for every 
month after the said first month, sixty-eeven cents a month, 
wherein it is neglected* 

$ 2. And the registers of every town shall, as far as 
they can come at, give in an account of all such neglects 
to the grand-jury, who shall make presentment thereof to 
the next assistant or justice of the peace iri the county * 
which forfeiture shall be paid to the town treasurer. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted, That there shall be a suita- 
ble book or books for registering, kept in each town ia 
this state, with an index or alphabet to the same, con- 
taining the names of the grantors and grantees, and also 
of the grantees and grantors in alphabetical order ; ia 
which book or books the town clerk or register shall re- 
cord every man's house, and lands granted and measured 
out to him, with the bounds and quantities of the same, 
and date the time of his entering all such records. 

§ 4. And if any grantor being required by the grantee* 
his heirs or assigns, to make acknowledgment of any 
grant, sale, mortgage, or bargain by him made, and shall 
refuse so to do, the grantee, or his heirs may enter cautioa 
with the recorder upon such houses and lands as are to 
him granted, bargained, sold, or mortgaged ; which cau- 
tioa shall secure the interest of the grantee till a legal 
trial hath passed unto a final issue according to law : and 
the judgment of the court being delivered to the record- 
er, under the clerk of the court's hand where the case was? 
tried, shall be his warrant to record the said grant, al- 
though the grantor shall refuse to acknowledge the same £ 
and a copy of the same 1 under the hand of the register or 
town clerk, and an assistant, or commissioner, or justice 
of peace, and one of the selectmen, shall be a sufficient 
and legal evidence to all and every person and persons 
that shall have the same, to all intents, ends and purposes 
for the holding of the same firm to him, his heirs and 
assigns for ever. . . * 

Always provided. That no register shall record axv^ 
lands to any person except he*\uAd lYie ^«tffcV\\afc wp&> 
right, and make it appear to the ctexWo? njjtf«*^ta»&^. 
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liath clear right to those lands by sufficient testimony, 
^uiet possession, deed of gift, or acknowledgment of the 
grantor before the said register. 

§ 5. And to prevent inconveniences and unnecessary 
trouble that mau ensue by unwritten grants, bargains, sales, 
or mortgages : 

Beit further enacted, That after the first day of May, 
%ne thousand six hundred and sixty-one, all grants, bar- 
gains, sales, and mortgages made of houses and lands 
shall be in writing and subscribed by the grantor, with 
his own hand or mark, unto which mark his name shall 
he annexed, and also attested by two witnesses*, with 
their own hands or marks, unto which marks their names 
shall be annexed. 

§ 6. And after the first of September, one thousand six 
hundred and seventy -three, all grants and deeds made of 
houses and lands shall be acknowledged before an assist- 
ant, or commissioner, or justice of the peace. 

$ 7. And that no grant after the time aforesaid, shall be 
accounted completed according to law, but such as are 
written, subscribed, witnessed and acknowledged as afore- 
said : and all such grants shall be recorded according to 
law. 

§ 8. And the town clerk or register in each town in 
this state, shall keep the town book or books of their re- 
spective towns ; and shall truly enter in the said book or 
hooks all votes of the said town, grants of land, choice of 
town officers, and other town acts and matters upon his 
oath (except when necessarily absent) and shall grant all 
Sopies of the same as need shall require, for reasonable 
satisfaction. 

$ 9. And be it further enacted, That no grant or deed 
of bargain, sale or mortgage made of any houses or lands 
Within this state, from and after the first day of March, 
me thousand seven hundred and nine, shall be accounted 
good and effectual in law to hold such houses and lands 
against any other person or persons whatsoever but the 
grantor or grantors, and their heirs only ; unless the 
grant, deed or deeds thereof be recorded at length in the 
records of the town where such houses and lands do lie. 

J "10. And the town clerk or register in every town4n 
&«* *t* fc> ihalJ on the receipt of «ay pwsfc* 4Mh convey- 
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ahce or mortgage of any house or land brought to him to 
record, note thereupon the day, month and year when he 
received the same, and the record shall bear the same 
date. 

$11. And it is further enacted^ That if any town clerk 
or register within this state, shall neglect to do and per- 
form his duty according to the foregoing paragraph of this 
act, and be thereof convicted, he shall pay a fine of seven- 
teen dollars to the treasury of the county whereto he be- 
longs for every such neglect. Statutes B. i.fl. 652. 

A$ Act in addition to an Act, entitled " An Act concern- 
ing Town-Clerks* Office and Duty." 

$ 1. Be it enacted^ Ifc. That no lease hereafter made, 
of any houses or lands, within this state, for life, or any 
term of time, exceeding one year, shall from and after 
the first day of September next, [1789] be accounted good 
and effectual in law, to hold such houses or lands against 
any other person or persons whatsoever, but the lessor or 
lessors, and their htirs only ; unless such lease be in writ- 
ing, and subscribed by the lessor, and attested by two 
subscribing witnesses, and acknowledged before an assist- 
ant, or justice of the peace, and be recorded at length, in 
the records of the town where such houses and lands are. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That no leases of houses 
and lands, already made for term of life, or any term of 
time, exceeding one year from the time of rising of this 
assembly, shall be good and effectual in law, against any 
-other person or persons, but the lessor or lessors, and their 
heirs ; unless the same be recorded in the records of the 
town where such estate lies, on or before said first day of 
September next. Statutes B. j. fi. 654. 

It has been adjudged ( Willardv* Hutchinson, S. C. 1794) 
that a town-clerk being a public officer, having received a 
deed for record, may not suffer it to go out of his hands 
unrecorded, and if he does, will be liable to any person 
who shall receive prejudice thereby. 

In Strong's case, the Superior Court, County of Litch- 
field, November Term 1787, on motion, granted a manda- 
mus to compel a town*clerk, and register of deeds% to re- 
cord a deed which had been mot* Va^OT^^^* 5 *^ 
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the motion, lodged on file in his office to be recorded ; and 
•which the said register had absolutely refused to record. 

Eirby** Refi.fi. 345. 

For town-clerk's oath, see part first, page 61. 
The several duties of town-clerks, not particularly enu- 
merated in the foregoing statute, are principally compriz- 
ed under the following titles ; and for the most part, will 
be found under corresponding titles in part first of the pre- 
sent work, viz. 

Freemen, Grand-jurors, 

Laws, Leases, 

Pounds, Rates, 

Sheep, Strays* 



Jurors, 
Oaths, 
Records, 
Towns, 



Vice. 



FREEMEN. 

The duties of town-clerks in relation to this title will be 
found in the statutes recited in part first. 

It is by a late statute made the duty of town-clerks to 
furnish the civil authority and selectmen, at their meet- 
ings for the admission of freemen, with the list book which 
shall have been last perfected, and lodged in his office. 

Toivri'derk's certificate of enrolment. 

This may certify that at a freemen's meeting regularly 
assembled in the town of A. on the day of 18 , 

JB. C. of said A. was duly admitted and sworn a freeman of 
the state of Connecticut, in open freemen's meeting ; and 
has been by direction of the authority and selectmen in 
said town, duly enrolled in the roll of freemen in said town 
as the law directs. Dated, Sec. 

D. E. Town-clerk. 



GRAND-JURORS. 

It is made the duty of town-clerks to make return to 
tbt clerk of the county court within the same county, of 



Mjrr i*j\ JcaoRs. Laws. isfr* 

the names of the grand-jurors elected in their reBpectiTe 
towns at their annual town meetings for electing town of- 
ficers who shall have* accepted and been sworn. 

Statute* B. i.fl. 371. 

Return of Grand-Juror* to the Clerk of the Court. 
At a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of the town of A. qualified to vote in town meetings legally 
assembled on the day of ; 

B, C, D. E. y and F. <3. were duly elected grand-jurors 
for the ensuing year ; have accepted their appointments 
and been sworn, as the law directs. 

Certified by, 



To the Clerk of the County 9 
Court of county. $ 



JURORS. 



H. J. Town-Clerk. 



For the duties of town-clerks in regard to Jury-men 
see the title Jurors in part first. 



LAWS. 

It is provided by statute under this title, that in future 
distributions of the laws of the United States to the sever- 
al officers, offices and towns in this state, the same is to be 
made in the way and manner in which a former distribu- 
tion therein prescribed was directed to be made : viz. of 
the two hundred and ninety-seven sets of said laws, 

To the Governour of the state, one set ; 

To the Lieutenant Governour, one set ; 

To the office of the Secretary of State, for the use of 
the Legislature, two sets ; 

To the office of Treasurer or Controller, one set ; 

To the several county clerks, for the use of the super;* 
or and county courts, one set in each of the offices. 

To the Town-Clerks, in the office of each town, one se{> 

And, to the several towns iccat^%\ata&t xta^ftMta*. 
lists for present year, the resitae* J fiw^w B * v t»»V. 

m 2 
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It is made the duty of the town clerk of each respective 
town in this state, at the opening of the public town meet- 
ing for electing town officers, annually, if present, to read, 
or cause to be read, the entire " act for the more effectual 
putting in execution the laws against vice, immorality, and 
profaneness, and promoting christian knowledge, 9 ' public- 
ly in said meeting. Statutes B. /.//. 672. 



LEASES. 
§ee the statute recited under the general title. 

■ 

OATHS. 

When there is no assistant or justice of the peace resi- 
ding in a town, the town clerk is authorized by law to ad- 
minister the oath to town officers. Statutes B. i. fi. 650. 

POUNDS. 

Marks of creatures impounded are to be entered in the 
town clerk's office. See the statute under this title, part 
first) of the present work. 

RATES. 

It is the duty of the town clerk, annually, in the month 
•f May, to transmit to the treasurer of the state, the name 
of the person or persons chosen constable and collector 
of the state tax. See the statute under this title, recited 
in part first. 

Town-Clerk's return of names of Collectors of State rates. 
At a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of the town of A. legally assembled on the day of 
jB. C. was duly elected constable and collector of the state 
{ate in said town for the year ensuing, and sworn. 

Certified by 

D. E. Town-Clerk. 

foAt K> E$Q. Sttte Tftttfwtr* 
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• Or i in eases where two collectors are allowed bo law, and 

chosen. 

At a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of A. legally assembled, on the day of B. C. and 

JD. E. were duly chosen collectors of the state rate in said 
town for the year ensuing, and sworn ; the district assign- 
ed to the said B. C. for collection, described as follows, viz. 
fcc. and the district of the said D. E. described as follows, 
vis. &c. 

Certified by, 

F. G. Town-Clerk. 

To A. K. Esq. Treasurer. 



RECORDS. 

An Act prescribing the mode of preserving and certify- 
ing the Files and Records of Assistants and Justices of 
the Peace in the cases therein mentioned. 

§ 1. Be it enacted, &c. That whenever a person who 
at any time hath been, or is an assistant or justice of the 
peace, shall die or remove out of this state ;' or whenever 
an assistant or justice of the peace shall be removed frons 
or not re-appointed to office on account of any crime of 
which he shall, on impeachment or otherwise, have been 
convicted, the files and records of such assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace, shall by him, his heirs, executors, or 
administrators, be lodged in the town clerk's office of the 
town where such assistant or justice of the peace last re- 
sided ; and the town clerk is hereby empowered and re- 
quired, if need be, to ask for, demand, and receive such 
files and records, and shall safely keep the same, and 
shall give as occasion may require, true and attested cop- 
ies in lieu of the same.— -And if such assistant or justice 
shall refuse to deliver such files and records to the town 
clerk within ten days after demand, he shall incur a pen- 
alty of [five dollars for each week he shall so neglect or re- 
fuse to deliver the same, to be recovered by an action of 
debt to be . brought in the name of the county treasurer 
Tto be to and for the use of the cqurV} v& ^Yk^^^^&e&Rfc, 
jb committed.— Ant the exeroxmt wA %fc»vK^to»v* 



i 




HO /9i*nr^ TKTm mimn &CUN [ M * n. 



oase or the death of such assistant or justice of the peace, 
shall in like manner deliver oTcr to the (own clerk such 
files and records as are in his custody belonging to the de- 
ceased, and on like notice and refusal be subject to the 
aarae penalties, to be recovered in che same manner as 
herein provided. 

$ 2. Be it further enacted, That whenever an/ peron 
who hath been an assistant or justice of the peace shall be 
removed from, or not re-appointed to office, for other 
cause tban that mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 
he shall have right to perfect such records from the files, 
as occasion may require, and shall give true and attested 
copies of such files and records ; and the copies so certifi- 
ed, in either of the cases aforesaid, shall have the same ef- 
fect in all respects, as if certified by the assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace while in office. Statute* B. i.fi. 573* 



SHEEP. 

Owners of rams suffering the same to go at large, be- 
tween the fir$t of September and the first of December, an- 
nually, shall forfeit two dollars to the person who shall find 
and prosecute therefor, for each time so found : and in 
case the owner shall not be known, the person finding and 
taking up any ram, shall secure and keep the same, and 
within twenty-four hours next after, lodge a certificate 
with the town-clerk, setting forth the marks natural and 
artificial (if any such there be) which clerk shall make a 
record thereof ; and the finder shall post up a certified 
copy of such record on the sigr.-post in the society where 
such ram was taken up ; the clerk for such record and 
copy shall have twenty cents paid him by the person lodg- 
ing such notice. Statutes B. i.fi. 597. 

STRAYS. 

Whosoever shall take up any stray beast, or find any 
lost goods, being worth thirty-four cents, of which the Ow- 
*•* i» unknown, must carry * true description of the 
no*** with the nwta tircteoi>>* w**« ****** 
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where found, within fourteen days, who shall register the 
same, with the name of the finder or keeper ; to be restor- 
ed to the owper if applied for within six months, on pay- 
ment of charges to he adjudged by an assistant, &c. If 
no owner appear within six months, the register shall ap- 
point two freeholders to appraise undtr oath said beast or 
goods, according to the then present value in money. 
. If {he owner appear in six months after appraisement, 
to claim and pay charges (to be adjudged as aforesaid) he 
shall have restitution of the same, or the value, at the elec- 
tion of the finder, according to appraisement. If no ow- 
ner appear in twelve months after registering, the value 
thereof, according to appraisement, shall after all just 
dues to the keeper, finder and register are defrayed, be to 
the use of the town treasury ; provided, the risk of such 
beast or goods, the keeper being faithful, in taking care, 
shall be that of the owner. And no beast shall be taken 
up as a slray^ except it be found in a suffering condition. 

Statutes B. i.fr* 635. 

TOWNS. 

See the statute relating to towns and town officers, re- 
cited in part first of the present work. 



VICE. 

. It is made the duty of town-clerks, at the opening of the 
public town meeting for electing town officers in Novemt> 
Berov December, annually, if present, to read or cause to 
be read, the statute entitled " An act for the more effec- 
tual putting in execution the laws against vice, immorali- 
ty and profaneness, and for promoting christian knowl- 
€< H»ej w upon penalty of three dollars and thirty-four cents. 

Statutes B. i. fl. 672. 



THE POWER AND DUTY OF TOWN 

TREASURERS. 

Town treasurers must be sworn, as other town officers, 
(tee form of the oath; part first oS Was* trotfft«k\wfc 
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power to receive all monies that shall become duo \& the 
town, by rates, fines, assessments, or otherwise ; and shaM 
pay and deliver out the same according to the order of the 
town, or selectmen, keeping an account of the receipts and 
deliveries ; and accounting with the town, or selectmen at 
least once a year. It is the duty of the town treasurer to 
apply to the civil authority for an account of all such fines 
and forfeitures as shall be recovered by judgment before 
such authority, belonging to the treasury of the town 
where such judgment is given, at.Ieaat once a year; and 
receive the same for the town. Statute* B. /. p. 65T. 



POWER AND DUTY OF CONSTABLES. 

An Act relating to Constables. 

5 I . Be it enacted, &c. That the constables in each town 
in this state, shall be yearly chosen to that office ; and 
sworn by some assistant or justice of the peace ; or where 
there are no sucti authority in any town, by the town* 
clerk of that town, before the first day of January in each 
year. 

§ 2. And that one, and hut one constable, shall be ap- 
pointed by each town, to levy and gather their state taxes, 
and make up their accounts thereof with the treasurer. 

§ 3. That every constable shall duly receive all hue- 
and-cries ; and the same diligently pursue to full effect ; 
such as are granted and sent out after capital or criminal 
offenders, at the cost and charge of this state ; but such 
as are taken out by particular persons in their own cases, 
at the cost and charge of those who take them out. 
. § 4. That every constable within this state, is hereby 
authorized and fuily empowered, to put forth pursuits or 
hue-and-cries after murderers, peace-breakers, thieves, 
robbers, burglarians, and other capital offenders, where 
no. magistrate or justice of the peace is near at hand. 

§ 5. As also without warrant, to apprehend such as are 
guilty of drunkenness, profane swearing, sabbath-break- 
ing, also vagrant persons, unseasonable night-walkers, or 
any others that shall offend in any of these : provided, 
they be taken and apprehended u\ xte ma&t^ either of 



the sight of the constable, or present information of some 
Others. 

§ 6. As also to make search for all such persons, either 
on the Sabbath or other days, when there shall be occa- 
sion, in taverns and other suspected places, or houses ; 
and those to apprehend and keep in safe custody, til) op- 
portunity serves to bring them before the next assistant 
or justice of the peace, for further examination ; in order 
to their being proceeded against according to law. 

$ 7. That each and every constable shall have power and 
authority to serve and execute such lawful precepts, writs 
or warrants as are directed to them from lawful authority.. 

§ 8. And shall have the power of water-bailiffs in the 
several respective towns in this state, when and where 
there shall be occasion for the same. 

§ 9. Provided neverthelessy That when any constable is 
employed or commanded by any assistant or justice of the 
peace, to apprehend or arrest any person or persons, he 
shall not do k without a warrant in writing. 

§ 10. Be it further enacted, That all constables may, 
and from time to time shall, make diligent search 
throughout the limits of their town, upon the Lord's-day, 
and on all other times, (as oft as they shall be informed) 
or see cause,) for such offenders as shalllie tippling in any 
inn, or house of entertainment, or private house, exces- 
sively, or unseasonably ; and after such as retail strong 
drink without licence ; and also warn all those that fre- 
quent taverns, and spend their time there idly, to forbear ; 
and also warn all" those persons that keep such houses, 
not to suffer any such person in their houses. And to 
make due presentment of all breaches of law (coming 
within their knowledge) to some authority proper to re- 
ceive the same, once in every month. 

. ^ 1 1. And if upon due information, any constable shall 
refuse or neglect to make such search, seizure and pre- 
sentment, and be thereof legally convicted, he shall pay a 
fine of '■ eighty-four cents to the treasury of the town 
whereto he belongs. 

$ 12. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall 
refuse at any time to assist any constable in the execution 
of his ofijce, being by him duly thereunto required, he 
akaU forfeit onedoUar and sitfy-teven cents. 
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$ 13. And if it appear that any person shall wilfully, 
obstinately, or contemptuously refuse to assist such con- 
stable, as is before expressed, he shall forfeit and pay to 
the use of the town where the offence is committed, seven 
dollars ; the said offence to be heard and tried by any as- 
sistant or justice of the peace. 

§ 14. That if any constable, or other person, upon ur- 
gent occasion, shall refuse to use his besfc endeavour, in 
raising and prosecuting hue-and-cries, either on foot or by 
horse (if need be) after capital offenders, he shall forfeit 
the sum of seven dollars^ to the use aforesaid $ to be de- 
termined as aforesaid. 

§ 15. And every constable in this state shall be fur- 
nished with a black staff, having a head, with the arms of 
this state thereon ; which staff he shall carry upon prop- 
er occasions, as a toktn or badge of his office ; which the 
selectmen of each town are to take care to provide at the 
town's charge ; upon penally of eighty-four cents for every 
month's neglect ; one half to be to him of them that 
sjiall prosecute for the same, and the other half to the 
town treasury. 

§ 1 6. And in case any town, by the death or removal 
of the constable or constables thereof, shall become wholly 
destitute of such officers ; such town shall forthwith as- 
semble and proceed to the choice of a constable or consta- 
bles to supply the vacancy so made, who shall be sworn 
according to law. Statutes B. i.fl. 191. 

For the constable's oath, see part first, page 61. 

Constables as well as sheriffs, &c. to whom process, 
summons, or capias shall be directed by name and office, 
byproper authority, to apprehend and bring before them 
persons against whom complaint is made for any criminal 
offence, for which he ought to be brought before such au- 
thority, may execute the same at any place within this 
state, when the person or persons against whom the same 
issued, are not to be found within the official precinct of 
such officer. ' Statutes B. f. ft. 423. 

Each and every constable in this state shall, within their 
respective towns have power equal to what is by statute 
given to sheriffs in their respective counties. 

Statutes B. 1. fi. 600. 
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No justice of the peace may hold the office of constable. 

Statutes B. n.fi. 84. 

The remaining powers and duties of constables, as they 
are particularly prescribed by statute, relate to the follow- 
ing titles, or subjects, and will be treated of in the order 
in which they here stand, viz. Bail) Counterfeiting, Deaths, 
Delinquent*, Deserters,- Election, Execution, Fees, Forcible 
Entry and Detainer, Horse-Racings Inhabitants, Jurors, 
Limitation, Masters and Servants, Meetings, Peace, Pounds, 
Rates, Riots, Sabbath, Selectmen, Sheefi, Sheriffs, Sickness, 
Sign-Posts, Staves i Taverns, Towns, Vice. 



BAIL. 

It is the duty of constables, as of sheriffs, &c. to take 
sufficient bail when offered by any person by them arrest- 
ed or held in custody on mean process in any civil action, 
•which bail shall be one or more substantial inhabitant of 
-this state of sufficient ability to respond the judgment that 
may be recovered in the case, who shall become bound to 
the said constable in a sufficient sum, conditioned for the 
appearance of the person arrested, before the court to 
which such writ is made returnable ; and the person ar- 
rested, shall be, thereupon liberated. And no recovery shall 
be had against the constable who shall have taken such 
bail, unless the same be insufficient, or he shall refuse to 
let the plaintiff have the bail bond. Statutes B. i. p. 68. 

A Bail-bond, 

Know all men by these presents, that we, A. B. of C. 
and D. E. of F. in the county of H. are holden and stand 
firmly bound and obliged to I. K. constable of said C. in 
the penal sum of dollars, to be paid to the said /. K. 

or to his heirs, executors administrators or assigns : To 
the which payment well and truly to be made and done, 
we the said A. B. and D. E. do bind ourselves and each 
of us, our and each of our heirs,, executors and adminis- 
trators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. 

Sealed with our seals. Dated at C. this day of 

one thousand eight hundred and 
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^ The condition of this obligation is such, that whereas 
the above bounden A. B. is arrested at the suit of L. M. 
of said C. in the sum of dollars, to appear before 

M O. Esq. justice of the peace within and for said county 
of H % at his d a t iling house in said C. on the day of 

next (as by the original writ will appear.) If 
therefore the above said A. B. shall appear at the time 
and place above mentioned to answer to the said suit, 
then the foregoing obligation to be void ; otherwise to re- 
main in full forces power and virtue. 
Signed and sealed > A. B. Seal, 

in presence of $ C. D. Seal. 

Assignment endorsed on a Bail-bond. 
I, the within named /. K. constable of the town of C. 
do hereby assign the within written bail-bond, to the use 
•f the within named L. M. the plantiff, to be sued by him 
at his own cost and risk — In witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal of office this day of 

A. D. 18 

in presence 01 3 

Receipt for Bail-bond, 
I hereby acknowledge to have received of and from /. 
JT. constable of the town of C. the bail-bond for the ap- 
pearance of A. B. of said C. before A*. O. Esq. justice of 
the peace within and for the county of //. at his dwelling- 
house in said C. on the day of next in a plea 
of demanding the sum of and dated the 
day of last past ; together with an assign- 
ment 9 thereon endorsed, pursuant to the statute in such 
case provided. And I do hereby promise to save harm- 
less and indemnify the said constable from all actions 
suits, and costs relating to the same ; as witness my hand 
this day of 18 . 

COUNTERFEITING. 

Constables are required by the statute under this title, 
to make presentment of all breaches thereof. 

Statutes B, up. j_96« 

See Gbaitp-Juroes. 
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DEATHS. 

In case of any sudden, untimely, or unnatural death, or 
of a person being found dead, the manner of whose death 
is not known, in the absence of an assistant or justice of 
the peace, the constable of the town shall forthwith sum- 
mon a jury of twelve able and discreet men, who shall be 
sworn by such officer to enquire of the cause and of the 
manner of such person's death ; and shall present upon 
oath a true verdict thereof under their hands unto some 
near assistant or justice of the peace, who shall return the 
same to the next superiour court; in the same county.— 
And no fee or reward shall be allowed for any of the str- 
vices aforesaid. Statutes B. i. fi. 227, 8. 

i 

DELINQUENTS. 

When a constable or other officer shall receive a war- 
rant from any court, assistant or justice that hath lawful 
cognizance of the offence, to do execution of judgment by 
them given against any criminal or delinquent* such offi- 
cer shall proceed according to the direction of such war- 
rant to do execution himself, or by some meet person by 
him to be procured, to the acceptance of the court grant- 
ing the same. And for doing execution as aforesaid, a 
reasonable satisfaction shall be made, as the court, assist- 
ant, or justice shall allow ; which shall be taxed as part of 
the cost against such delinquent, and, shall be paid, as is 
by law provided for the charges of prosecution. 

Statutes B. i.ft. 232. 

DESERTERS. 

If any soldier or mariner in the service of this state, 
shall desert said service, and be found within this state, it 
shall be the especial duty of constables, and grand-jurors 
in the several towns to give notice thereof to the next as- 
sistant or justice of the peace, who shall by proper warrant 
cause such deserter forthwith to be apprehended and re- 
turned to his commander, fcc. Statute* B» i,tuW!>^ 
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ELECTION. 

For the powers and duties of constables in the business 
of elections, see that title in the first part of this work, 
\\\ treating of the powers and duties of Towns, where the 
several statutes under the title are recited. 

OMttte&V* Warning of Freemen's Meeting. 

The freemen of the town of A. are hereby notified and 
warned to convene at in said town on 

MftiHfoy the day of A/irH, being the Monday 

fte&t following the first Tuesday in said month, [or on 
Atotttay tb* day of Stfttemoer being the third 

Afri^Uy ** wvtf atotf A, as the case may be] at nine o'clock 
jr the rooming* then and there to choose representatives 
ft attend the general assembly in May [or October as the 
co** may **] next ; and also to give in their votes for, &c. 
fee. as the law directs. Dated at A* this day of 

A. D. 18 . 



B.C. > 
D.E.5 



Constables of said town. 



EXECUTIONS. 

All constables, as well as sheriffs, shall have power to 
execute any writ of execution to them directed, within 
their own precincts. When executions are levied on land, 
the officer so levying shall cause the same, with his return 
thereon to be entered on the town records, before he re- 
turns the same to the clerk's office ; for which he shall re- 
ceive thirty-four cents, with additional travel. 

Set the title Sheriffs. 

Statutes B. i.fi. 283. 

FEES. 

Serving every summons, six cents. 

if by copy, nine cents. 
.^Serving every attachment, nine cents. 
^^ail-bond) seventeen cents. 
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Levying every execution, not exceeding three dollars 
and thirty-four cents f seventeen cents ; and two cents per 
dollar beyond that sum. 

Attending a justice's court, on trial of each action, when 
obliged to attend, twenty-five cents. 

Each mile travel out, Jive cents. 

For attending the general court one dollar and thirty- 
four cents per day. 

For attending superior or county court, eighty-four cents 
per day. 

Travel to serve writs and executions, to be computed 
from the place of the officer's abode to the place of service 
and thence to the place of return. 

. Summoning jurors of trial, the same for travel and ser- 
ving as in process in civil cases. 



FORCIBLE ENTRY AND DETAINER. 

In cases of forcible entry and detainer, if it shall so hap* 
pen, that the sheriff is either a party, or within tfje de- 
grees of relation to a party which disqualifies htm to act, 
either of the constables of the town where the case occurs, 
not being interested or related as aforesaid, shall have all 
the powers and authorities of the sheriff, and subject to 
the same regulations and penalties. Statutes B. x. fi. 348. 



HORSE-RACING. 

IJorses or horse kind, used or employed in any race 
for wager, purse or stakes, shall thereby be forfeitfld to 
the state, and may at any time within six months there- 
after be seized by any constable or grand-juror of the 
town in' which such race shall have been run ; and in case 
of such seizure the officer shall make information against 
such horse, or horse-kind to the next court of common 
pleas in such county'; and said court shall proceed to hear 
and decide such information ; and in case such horse, 
Scc.be adjudged forfeited, such court shall order- a sale 
thereof at public vendue, or private sale, and direct the a* 
yails thereof first deducting the charges of cwdenwrtioty 
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to be paid to the treasury of this state. And constables, 
» as well as the state's attorney) and grand jurors,* in their 
respective towns, are enjoined to make seizure, present- 
ment, complaint or information in sucb cases. 

Statutes B. i. fi, 3«i, 2. 

Information against a Racing- Horse. 

To the Hon. County Court, &c. 

A* B. constable of the town of C. in said county, com- 
plains and informs, that a certain bay gelding horse [de- 
scribing hint] the property of D. E. of said town, was at 
said C. on the fi day of last past, used and employ- 
ed in a race for a bet or wager, Sec. contrary to the form 
and effect of the statute entitled " an act to prevent horse- 
racing, &c." whereby the said horse, &c. became forfeit- 
ed to this state, and liable to seizure ; and thereupon on 
the day of last, within six months after such race, 
the said horse was by virtue of the statute aforesaid seiz- 
ed accordingly by your informant, and is now holden sub- 
ject to the order of the said court. Whereupon your in- 
fornAnt prays the said court that such proceedings may 
be had in the premises as are by law provided in such 

cases* Dated, Sec* 

A. B. Constable of C. 



INHABITANTS. 

Upon warrant from an assistant or justice of the peace 
for that purpose, constables are to warn persons who are 
not inhabitants of any town in this state, to depart the 
tow# in which they are found. Statutes B. /. fi. 392r 



JURORS. 

"i— 

In the choice of persons to serve as Jurors annually in 
the month of January, the constables of the several towns 
lire associated with the authority, selectmen and grand- 
jurors, as will be seen in the statute recited under this ti- 
Ue in pa>tfirst«f this writ. ~ " 
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Constables are also, upon warrant from the clerks of 
the respective courts, to draw from the box, and summon 
and warn, in manner therein prescribed, such jurymen as 
are required, and must make timely return of such war- 
rant to the clerk of the court, certifying thereon whom 
they have so summoned, under a penalty not exceeding 
five dollar 8. See as above. 



LIMITATION. 

No suit or action, in law or equity, shall be maintained 
against any constable, fee. or other person, for the neglect 
or default of such constable, Sec. in their office and duty, 
but within two years next after the right shall have accru- 
ed ; saving, however, to feme coverts and minors, the pe- 
riod of their respective disabilities. Statutes B. i.fi. 460. 



MASTERS AND SERVANTS. 

When any servant or apprentice shall run from his. 
master, it shall be lawful for a constable and two of the 
chief inhabitants in such town, where no assistant or jus- 
tice is, to press men and boats (if occasion be) at the mas- 
ter's request and charge, to pursue such servants and ap- 
prentices by sea tir land, and to bring them back by force. 

Statutes B. i.fl. 487. 



MEETINGS. 

Whenever disorders are committed in any town-meet- 
ing, Sec. or freemen's meeting, punishable by law, and the 
offenders shall refuse to submit to the lawful authority of 
the moderator or presiding officer, respectively; such 
moderator, or presiding officer may order any constable, 
Sec. to take them, into custody and hold Ihem in custody ; 
and if necessary remove them out of said meeting unti) 
they shall conform to order ; or if need be until such 
meeting be closed ; and he may command all neccessary 
assistance in so doing; provided no person so assisting bg 
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deprived of his right of acting in the business of such 
meeting ; nor such offenders, longer than until they con- 
form to order. Statute* B. /. fi. 493. 



r# PEACE. 



'£ 




any person shall resist or abuse any constable, fee. in 
the execution of his office, such person shall find sure- 
ties for the peace and good behaviour till the next county 
court in that county ; or on refusal may be committed to 
the common gaol, there to remain till the next county 
court, which court shall take cognfzance of such abuse, 
and lay such penalty on the offender, being thereof con- 
victed, as the same shall deserve, not exceeding thirty- 
fiur dollar** Statute* B. i.jt. 546. 



POUNDS. 

When creatures are taken damage feasant, and im- 
pounded, and the owner is not known, upon information of 
the impounder the constable muflf cry such creatures, by 
potting up the same, with their marks, in the town where 
impounded, and the two adjoining towns, whence it is most 
likely they came ; and in caseffhorses, fee. advertise in a 
news-paper printed nearest the town, and if no owner ap- 
pear in eight days (if sheep or swine) or in twenty days 
(if horses and cattle) after cried and posted, he shall sell 
so many of them at an outcry as will satisfy the damage, 
and poundage, with aH charges. See the statutes recited 
under this title ia£art first. 



RATES. 

The powers and duties of constables in the collection 
and payment of rates are defined in the statutes recited 
tinder this tide in the preceding part. 
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RIOTS. 

Constables have the same powers, and are subject to 
the same duties in case of a riot, as selectmen, &c. for 
which see under the head of Selectmen. 

SABBATH. 

It is made the duty of constables, Sec. to pull down and 
destroy notifications for any secular business set up on the 
door, or other part of any meeting-house for public wor- 
ship, so as to remain there on the Lord's day, or any fast 
or thanksgiving. 

They are also, as well as grand-jurors, and tythingmen, 
carefully to inspect the behaviour of all persons on the 
Sabbath, or Lord's day, and especially between the%meet- 
ings for divine worship on said days, whether in the place 
of such public worship or elsewhere, and make due pre- 
sentment of any profanation of the worship of God or the 
Lord's day, or any day of public fast or thanksgiving ; and 
of every breach of Sabbath which they shall see or discov- 
er any person to be guilty of, to the next assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace, from whose judgment no appeal is al- 
lowed. And they shall be allowed thirty-four cents fier 
diem for each day they spend,, in prosecuting such offend- 
ers, to be paid by the person offending, &c. They are al- 
so empowered and directed, without warrant, to appre- 
hend and carry before the next assistant or justice of the 
peace, all persons unnecessarily travelling on the Lord's 
day ; provided they be taken upon sight, or present infor- 
mation of others, and to command all necessary assistance 
therefor. Persons refusing or neglecting to assist, are 
subjected to a penalty. Upon receipt of a warrant from 
lawful authority to apprehend any person for breach of 
Sabbath, Sec. they are empowed and directed to pursue 
and apprehend such person any where within the juris- 
diction of the authority granting such warrant. 

Statutes B, i.ft. 579. 
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under a penalty ; and the sheriff shall not return that he 
cannot do execu: ion. 

If any neglect or refuse such obedience, they shall psy 
a fine not exceeding sixty seven dollar*, being a comnis- 
ttioned officer, or two dollars being a soldier, and all charg- 
es, and the damages sustained by reason of such disobe- 
dience, to be paid out of the offender's estate ; And if no 
estate, or not sufficient, can be found, it shall be satisfied 
out of the county treasury; And the sheriff is authorised 
to seize and dispose of a sufficiency of the offender's es- 
tate, if to be found, to answer the charges and damages 
aforesaid. The allowance to officers, soldiers, and others, 
for such service, per diem, is, 

For a captain, eighty-four cents. 

For a lieutenant, jfty cents. 

For each sentinel and other person thirty-four cents. 

The more effectually to oblige sheriffs and constables 
to perform. the c'uties of their offices, and the better to reg- 
ulate them therein, it is provided thataberiffs and consta- 
bles shall receive all manner of writs, in any place, and at 
all times within their counties or precincts, when and 
wheresoever they shall be tendered to them, and shall ex- 
ecute the same, and make return thereof according to the 
direction therein given. And any person may demand 
of the sheriff or constable to whom he delivers any writ, 
to give a receipt therefor under his hand, wherein the 
names of the parties, the sum or thing in- demand, the 
date of the writ, and its delivery shall be contained, with- 
out taking any thing therefor ; and on his refusal, others 
prasent may set to their hands as witnesses to such de- 
livery. And if such sheriff or constable shall not execute 
the writ, or shall neglect to make return thereof, or shall 
make a false or undue return, on complaint thereof made 
to the court or justice to which it was made returnable, 
the court or justice may enquire thereof, by the evidence 
produced, and if he be found in default, the court or jus- 
tice may set a suitable fine upon him, and award damages 
"to the party aggrieved, having respect unto the quantity 
and quality of the action, and the peril that might have 
happened unto him by the delay which he suffered. 
Which process against such sheriff or constable, shall be 
served at least fourteen days before the sitting of the court 
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wfcerrih H is to be tried. And whensoever any sheriff or 
constable shall be sued for not executing any writ of exe- 
cution delivered to him to be executed, there shall be no 
appeal allowed in any such case ; provided a receipt it* 
writing be demanded or received of such officer for such 
writ of execution at the time of the delivery thereof, as is 
before stated. 4 Provided also, that if such officer shaft be 
complained of, or sued before an assistant or justice of the 
peace, for not executing, or for making a false or undue 
return of any writ of execution on a judgment for more 
than seven dollar*^ founded on the confession of the debt- 
ffty either of the parties in such complaint or suit shall 
have liberty of an appeal from the judgment of such as* 
shunt or justice, to the next county court; 

Whenever any sheriff or constable, by virtue of any 
writ of execution, shall seize any goods or chattels to an- 
swer and satisfy such execution, and any person shall ap- 
pear to receive such goods and chatties, into his caret 
and shall give to such officer a writing well executed by 
such person, therein expressing the receipt of such goods 
and chattels, and thereby promising to re-deliver the same 
to such officer, and shall fail of performing accordingly, 
and any action shall be brought by such sheriff* or consta- 
ble, there shall be no appeal in such case allowed. 

No sheriff, under-sheriff, sheriff's deputy <or constable 
shall be allowed to draw or fill up any writ, process or 
declaration in any case whatsoever, nor appear in any 
court as attorney for and in behalf of any other person or 
persons whatever. And if it shall appear in any case, 
that the writ, process, or declaration, was drawn or filled 
up by any sheriff, sheriffs deputy, or constable (their own 
cases only excepted) the same shall abate and be dismiss- 
ed. 

Every return endorsed on any writ or process, excep- 
ting executions, shall exhibit the items constituting the 
amount thereof ; viz. the charges for service, with the 
number of miles travelled, and any other legal charges. 
And if, by such endorsement, it shall appear that such 
fees are charged at a greater sum than by law they ought 
to have been charged, such fees shall be reduced by the 
court, assistant or justice to which such wvttft^TO^fe'^v 

o 
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returnable) to such sum as by law is allowed for &u&b* 
service. 

Every person authorized to levy and collect any execu- 
tion, shall endorse on such execution, when levied and 
collected, the amount of his fees for such levy and collec- 
tion) with the items thereof made put as aforesaid, and 
shall at any time before such execution shall have been 
returned to the office whence it issued, deliver to the debt- 
or in such execution, on demand, and without any fee o>r . 
reward, a bill of the fees by him charged as aforesaid, 
signed by him, and containing the items as aforesaid, and 
expressing the name of the creditor in the execution, v 
the court which issued the same, together with the date, 
and amount of such execution ; and in case of refusal or 
neglect to make such endorsement, or deliver such bill, ' 
such person shall forfeit and pay to such debtor a sum 
equal to three fold the amount of his fees on such execu- 
tion. 

If any person authorized to collect any. execution, shall 1 
for the payment or security of such execution, . or any 
part thereof, take more than one bond, bill, note, receipt, 
•r other instrument, to himself directly, or to any other 
person for his use, or in which he shall be directly or indi- 
rectly interested, every bond, bill, note, receipt, or other 
instrument, so taken shall be void. 

If any person authorised either generally or specially* . 
to serve any kind of process, shall for any service by him 
performed, endorse as his fees on such process, more than 
by law he ought to have endorsed, or shall in and way, 
demand or receive more than his lawful fees, such person 
shall forfeit and pay a sum three-fold greater than the a- 
mount of such excess, to be recovered by the persons a-, 
gainst whom such illegal charge has been made, in any 
proper action. 

In the statute for directing and regulating civil actions* 
it is provided that all writs and processes shall be directed 
to the sheriff, his deputy, or some constable, if such officer 
can be had without great charge or inconvenience, with 
an exception of summons for witnesses, warrants to col- 
lectors of rates, and warrants granted by military officers* 

And no person shall be required to make answer to any 
civil action, real) personal) or mixt, except the writ or 
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process, if returnable to the superior or county court, hath 
been served upon him at least twelve days inclusive, be- 
fore the day of the courts sitting, or if returnable to an as- 
sistant or justice, the same hath been served six day inclu- 
sive, as aforesaid ; which service shall be, if a summons, 
by reading the same in ' the hearing of the defendant, or 
leaving an attested copy thereof at the place of his usual 
abode ; but if an attachment, the service shall be the at- 
tachment of the defendant's estate or person, and giving 
him notice by reading the writ to him, or in his hearing, 
or by lea\ing an attested copy thereof at the place of his 
usual abode, if that be within this state ; and all writs 
rftade returnable to the county courts shall be ret urn td to 
the clerk of said courts on the day before the sitting of the 
said county courts, and not afterwards. In actions oi\ 
joint securities, or contracts, when all the defendants are 
not inhabitants of this state, the service of the process on 
such of the defendants as are inhabitants of this state (if 
any) shall be sufficient notice to maintain the suit against 
all the defendants. And if any such defendant, on whom 
the : process was not served, is aggrieved by the judg- 
ment,, he may be relieved by audita quarela* 

When' the court have committed a case to the consider- 
ation of a jury, they are to be confined under the custody 
of an officer appointed by the court until they are agreed 
on a verdict : and the court may set a suitable fine not 
exceeding three dollars and thirty-four cents upon such 
officer or juryman, as shall be disorderly, or neglect, or 
refuse, due attendance of their duties respectively, during 
their attending the court. 

1 Whenever a writ of error is to be served on the petition- 
ers for any highway, it shall be accounted legal service for 
the writ to be read in the hearing of anyone of the three first 
signing petitioners ; or an attested copy thereof left at the 
usual place of abode of either of the said three first sign- 
ing petitioners, twelve days iuclusive before the day of 
the courts sitting. Statutes B. t fi. 3 1. 

By the statute for directing and regulating the levying 
of executions it is enacted, that when any judgment is re- 
covered, and execution is taken out thereon, the sheriff or 
other officer to whom the execution is directed «> shall **.- 
pair to the place of the debtotH wsusiV ^\xA<^\£ m>Xv\si\^ 
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precinct, and there make demand of the debt or sum due 
on such execution 9 with all necessary charges of execut- 
ing the same ; and upon refusal or neglect of payment of 
the same) the officer shall levy the execution upon any of 
the personal or moveable estate of the debtor, except ne- 
cessary bedding, tools, arms, or implements of his house- 
hold necessary for upholding his life : and excepting 
also (as is provided by subsequent statutes) one cow, tep 
sheep, and two swine, being the property of one per- 
son ; and upon such goods also, if they shall be presented 
for that purpose by the debtor. 

And the officer shall forthwith draw an account of the 
particulars of the goods or estate he shall so seize anct 
take, and set up the same on the sign-post of the towjp 
wherein he shall seize the same, and the officer, with the 
amount of the said goods, shall set up a declaration that 
the said goods so posted are to be sold at the place where 
posted, at public vendue, at the end of twenty days.after, 
naming the day of the month. 

And in case the debtor shall not within the said twenty 
days, pay the debt, and all the cost and charges arisen 
thereon, the officer shall cause a drum to be beaten at the 
w^pc:; io give riCtine to eustcirirrs to come ; and ahul! 
sell the said goods, (or as many of them as shall be ne- 
cessary) there, at an out-cry, to the highest bidders ; and 
of the effects thereof shall pay the debt and charges due 
to the ci editor, and satisfy himself for his own fees and 
charges ; and the overplus (if any be) shall return to the 
owner thereof. 

If moveable, or personal estate of the debtor, sufficient 
io satisfy the debt and charges, cannot be found, and the 
creditor shall not agree to accept or take the debtor's land, 
the officer shall levy the execution upon the debtor's body, 
and him comn;it to the common goal in the county iu 
which the execution is levied, where the debtor shall re- 
main until he pay the debt and charges, with the officers 
and prison keeper's fees. 

And every officer who shall commit any person to pris- 
on by virtue of distress or execution, shall deliver a copy 
of the writ or execution signed by such officer, to the.gaol- 
er or prison-keeper ; which copy so signed and deliver- 
ed, shall be a sufficient warrant or order to the goaler to 
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receive such person or persons, and him or them to hold 
In safe custody, till delivered by law. 

AD lands and tenements belonging to any person in his 
own right in fee, shall stand charged with all the just 
debts owing by such person as well as his personal estate, 
and shall be liable to be taken in execution for satisfaction 
of the' same, where the debtor or his attorney shall not ex- 
pose to view and tender to the officer personal estate suf- 
ficient to answer the sum mentioned in the execution, with 
all charges. And all executions duly served upon any 

Such houses and lands, being, with the return of the offi- 
er thereon recorded in the records of lands in the town 
Wherein such houses and lands are situate ; and also re; 
turned into the clerk's office of the court out of which the 
same issued, and there recorded, shall make a good title 
to the party for whom they shall be taken, his heirs and 
assigns forever. 

And whensoever any execution shall be levied upo« 
lands the same shall be appraised by three indifferent free- 
' holders of the same town where such lands lie ; or if that 
town be a party, then of the next adjoining town ; one of 
Whom may be chosen by the debtor, and another by the 
creditor ; and if they do not' agree in choosing a third, or 
if either party neglect to choose, the officer shall apply to 
the next assistant or justice of the peace, who by law may 
judge between the parties in civil causes, which authority 
shall appoint one or more appraisers, as the case may re- 
"quire, which appraisers shall be sworn according to law. 
And it shall be the dutyj of the officer that levies such 
execution on land to cause 'the execution, with his endorse* 
irient thereon, to be entered on the town records, as afore- 
said, before he returns the same into the clerk's office of 
: the court out of which it issued ; and the officer shall have 
thirty-four cents for causing the same to be recorded, 
' with additional fees for his travel. 

All executions issuing out of the office of the clerk of 
the county cotirt, aor superior courts respectively, and ex- 
ecutions granted by justices of the peace, where by law 
they have authority to grant executions, may by the said 
justices and clerks respectively, be directed to aay of &«. 
officers proper to serve the same, \tt *w| o**^ ws&fcK^Sv 
this state in which the person 4wtito%w*»**^ "**■** 
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on the same is to be levied, is* at the time of granting the 
execution : which officers, to whom the same is directed 
and delivered, shall duly and faithfully serve and return 
the same according to the directions therein given \ which 
being returned shall be kept on file in the office out of 
which the same issued. * 

And all writs of execution shall be made returnable 
within sixty days, or to the next court (in case sixty c}ay^ 
are remaining between the date of the execution and the 
next court) at the election of him that prays it but. And 
all executions granted by a single minister of justice, shall 
be made returnable in sixty days. And all constables, as 
well as sheriffs, shall have power to execute any writ of 
execution to them directed, within their own precincts. 

It is made the duty of any officer levying any execution 

to endorse thereon the time and place, when and where 

be made demand of the debt or sum due theroon, in aU 

cases where by law such demand is made necessary. 

s One cow, ten sheep, two swine, necessary wearing ap- 

Sarel, bedding, tools, arms, or implements of a man's 
pusehold necessary for upholding life, are exempt, and 
not liable to be taken or disposed of by any warrant or ex- 
ecution, for any tax or debt whatever. 

Statute* B. i. >. 290,. 
No writ shall be valid or authentic in law, and of course 
an officer would expose himself by serving the same, un- 
less the authority signing such writ, shall certify thereon 
in writing, and in words at full length, that the duty pay* 
able by law thereon is paid. Statutes B. i. fi. 243. 

A constable having by virtue of an execution arrested 
the body of the defendant, who was rescued) brought his 
action against the rescuers for an assault and battery, but 
without alledging that he was an officer in the execution 
of his office. While this action was pending, the judg- 
ment on which the execution issued was reversed. Qn 
the plea of not guilty as to the assault and battery, the 
plaintiff was permitted to prove that he was a constable, 
9&4 held the person rescued by virtue of said execution. 
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BsraaHS upon Civil Pmwess. 
Perianal Service! on Summon*. 

m 

-F. County, is. P. May 1, IS . fc 

"1 then read the within writ, In the hearing of the withr 
ianajmed defendant* as the law directs. 

I". '?&+ A. B. Constable of -n\ 

l^eVding Q « 
Travel, 6 m. 30 
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- On Summons by Copy, 

r >r I then left a true and attested copy of this writ at the 
usaat place of abode ot the within named defendant, as the> 
law directs. A. B. Constable of R. 

Fee*, &c. 

*.''■■ On an Attachment Vfhen Chattels are taken. 

Then by virtue of this writ to me directed, I attached 
[describe the property taken] as the property of the withhi 
-named defendant, and left with him [or, at his usual place 
of .anode] a true and attested copy of this writ, with my 
cVqprsetnent thereon, as the law directs. 

When Share* in a Bank } Turnpike or other Company or Cor- 
poration* are attached. 

Then by virtue of this writ to me directed, I attached 
shares in the Bank in B* [or, the Turnpike, 

or other company or corporation] the property of the wtth- 
ifruamed defendant, bjr leaving a true and attested copy of 
this writ, with my endorsement thereon, with A. B+q*g*M- 
ier of Mid Bank, [pr» secretary, or clerk of said company, 
or (corporation a* the case may he] and on the day tf 
I left with the said defendant [or, I left at the place 
of the usual abode of the said defendant in ] a like copy 
as the law dtftofs. 
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■~ 'When real estate is taken. ' 

Then by virtue of this writ, and. by direction of the 
plaintiff, I attached as the property of the within defend- 
ant, a certain piece of land lying in said town of R. with 
a dwelling house and barn thereon standing, containing, 
&c* and bounded, &c. and on the same day I left a true 
and attested copy of this writ, with my endorsement 
thereon, with the said defendant, and a like copy at the of- 
fice of the town-clerk of said R* as the law directs. 

When the Body is taken and bail given. 

Then by virtue of this writ} and for want of personal 
estate to be found within my precinct, I took the body of 
the within named C. D. the defendant, read the same in 
his hearing, and took good and sufficient bail for his ap- 
pearance at court to answer thereto, as the law directs. 
[See Bail for the form of the bond.] 

• 
When the Body is taken and committed* 

Then by virtue of this writ, and for want of personal es- 
tate in my precinct, I took the body of the within named 
defendant, read the writ in his hearing, and, he having 
neglected (or refused) to find sufficient bail for hi* appear- 
auce at court, him committed to the keeper of the gaol in 
said county, within the prison, by virtue x>{ a. lawful mitti- 
mus therefor as the law directs, \A mittimus is necessary 
in committing the body on mesne process.] 

When neither Estate or Body can be found. 

* ■ 

, In obedience to the within writ to me directed, I have 
made diligent search within my precinct for the goods or 
.estate, and also for the. body of the vjithin named defend- 
jant, whereon to make service of the same, as therein di- 
rected, but can find neither. 

On a process of Foreign attachment. ... 

Then by virtue of this writ, I summoned the within na- 

■ med defendant, by leaving a true and attested copy there* 

■ of with my endorsement thereon, at his last usual place ef 
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abode in this state, and attached his goods and effects in 
the hands of E, F. within named, as agent, trustee, factor 
and debtor, to said defendant, by leaving with him [or, at 
the usual place of abode of the said E. F.] a like true and 
attested copy of this writ, with my endorsement hereon, 
fourteen days before the time of trial, as the law directs. 
[Remark, If the principal never resided in this state % no 
cofiy for him is necessary.] 

On a Writ of Replevin. 

Then by virtue of this writ I replevied to him the said 
A. B, his cattle [or 9 as the case may- be] within described, 
and read this writ in the hearing of the within named C. 
D. the defendant, [or, left a true ai>d attested copy of this 
writ at the usual place of abode of C. D. the within named 
defendant] as the law directs. 

On a Warrant of distress by a Collector of Taxes. 

[Remark, When levied on the body, or chattels, the firs* 
ceedings on a warrant of distress are the same as in the levy 
tf executions ; but when levied ufion real estate, the estate so 
tukcp must be sold at auction } 

Then by virtue of this warrant to me directed, for want 
of geoda or chattels of A. B. named in the schedule 
hereto annexed, found in my predict, I took acres of 
land, the property of the said A, B, in his own right in fee 
[or, fojp want of goods, Sec. or any other estate, incase a 
prior legal transfer, levy of execution, or attachment, of, or 
ufion the premises had been made— of the said A, /?. on the 
day of within one year after the tax in the an* 

nexed schedule became due, I took acres of land be- 
longing to him the said A, B, at the time of making the 
list of polls and estate whereon the tax in the said sched- 
ule arose] and on* the said day of I advertised on 
the sign-post in the society, wherein said land lies, 

in said town of C. that on the day of said land 
would, at said sign-post, be sold at public action, for the 
purpose of paying said tax, or so much thereof as should 
be sufficient for that purpose. And also, three weeks suc- 
cessively, six weeks before the said day of sale, I caused 
the same advertisement to be published in the public news- 
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paper, called the , printed at , in this state: : And 

' afterwards on the same day of ' , at said sign-poih 
I, at public auction, sold to D. E. of , acres, 

part of the land aforesaid, for the sum of dollars, be- 

ing the amount of the said tax, with legal costs and fees 
thereon ; which said acres of said land I then, set off to 
him the said D. E. by metes and bounds, as follows ; to 
wit, [describing* the line* and boundaries] and executed, ack- 
nowledged, and delivered to him the said D % E. a deed of 
warranty thereof; as the law directs. 

On a Scire Facias. 

Then by virtue of this writ, to me directed, I made the 
said A. B. to know, by reading the same in his hearing, [or 
by leaving at the usual place of abode of the said A. B.& 
true and attested copy thereof, with my endorsement 
there on-^a* the case may be] that he appears^ at the time 
and place therein mentioned, and shew cause, as thertin 
is required, as the law directs. 

It is to be observed that process against communities*. 
' whether returnable to the county court, or a single magis- 
trate, must be served twelve days before the court. Serv- 
ice upon the trustee in foreign attachment, and for suits 
against sheriffs or constables, for default in their offices* 
must be fourteen days before the court. 

In attachments, when personal estate can be found, it is 
the duty of the officer to take it, whether shewn and ten* 
dered to him by the, debtor or not, instead of taking the 
body, though offered,and though he refuses to offer person* 
al estate. If personal estate cannot be had, the officer may 
take real estate, but not otherwise. When personal es- 
tate is taken, a copy of the writ with the endorsement 
thereon, must be left with the defendant* or at his usual 
place of abode, if within this state, if not,' with his attorney, 
if any ; if no attorney, the service without such copy will 
authorize a irial of the action. * 

When no personal estate can be had, attachment may 
be levied on real estate, if the creditor chooses ; but thV 
debtor cannot tender the same to avoid the attachment W 
his body, as he may personal estate. If attachment hvfevV- 
ied *n the body, and the debtor tender personal esfate/W 



tl)^ office* find it, he may release the body, and levy oji 
tfye, estate. When the body is attached, if the defendant 
effer sufficient bail, the officer is bound to take it. 



Returns upon Executions. 

Non Est Inventus. 

Then with this execution I repaired to the usual plaee 
of abode of the said C. D . the debtor, and there made de- 
mand of money, goods, or chattels to satisfy the same, and 
my fees, but none were shewn unto me, nor could I by 
diligent search throughout my precinct, find either the es- 
tate or the body of the said debtor whereupon to levy this 
execution. I therefore return the same wholly unsatisfied* . 

When levied upon Personal Estate. 

■ In -obedience to this execution, I levied the same upon 
a bay horse, the property of the within named defendant, 
and posted (he same in the said town of A. and at the end 
of twenty days after such posting, I caused due and usual 
notice to be given to customers to come to the sale there-* 
of, *nd on the day of instant, did sell the said 

horse" at an out-cry to the highest bidder for the sum 
of dollars, being the highest bid ; the amount of 

this execution, debt and cost being dollars', and the 
cost of levying, &c. the sum of dollars, making in 

the whole the sum of dollars, I have applied the 

said sum last mentioned to the payment and satisfaction 
of Ihe said execution, and the overplus of such sale, being, 
dollars, I have returned to the said B. C. the own- 
er thereof, as the law directs. 

On an Execution for Seizen and Possession. 

Then by virtue of this execution, and agreeable to the 
directions of the same, I repaired to the within described 
piece of land, and having put all others out of possession, 
I caused the said D. E. to have seizen and possession 
thereof in due form of law. In farther obedience to the 
s*we execution; I levied th£ samepjuponj &c. shewn to 
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rite as the- property t>f the 1 said 19. C: an* after posting 
the wmt in the said town of A. for the space of Jwenly 
days, 8cc. [a* w* the preceding form for the damage* and' 
eosts, when not paid by the defendant and a levy is made 
for ihem.] 

When the Debtor is committed. 

Tljen by virtue of this execution, having first on tttt 
said day of at A. aforesaid, made'demand of 

money, goods, or estate to satisfy the same; and not being 
able to find any, I took the body of the within named A 
& and him committed to the keeper of the goal in F. in 
said county of F. within the prison ; and* left with said 
keeper a true and attested copy of this execution, as the 
law directs. 

On an Execution against an ExetutotfjSffc. 

Then with this execution I repaired to the usual place 
of abode of the said executor, &c. at A. aforesaid, and 
there made demand of the money, goods, or estate of 
the said J5. C. deceased in the hands of the said executory 
he. but neither were shewn me, or found within my pre- 
cinct, whereon to levy this execution ; I therefore return 
the same wholly unsatisfied. 

On an Execution against a Garnishee. 

By virtue of this execution I this day, at A. aforesaid, 
made demand of the said D. E. said to be agent, fee. to 
the within named B. C. [the absconding debtor] of money 
or estate of the said B. C. in his hands, to satisfy this ex- 
ecution, but none was shewn unto me by him, nor could 
I find any whereon to levy the same, nor could I fiod the 
body of the said B. C. within my precinct : 1 therefore 
retufo this execution wlioHy unsatisfied, having received 
no part thereof; nor any costs. 

On a Citation upon Petition. 

Then I left a true and attested copy of the within or 
foregoing petition and citation at the last usual place of 

ajbodc tf the withinu^med B* C. in said A % 
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Criminal Process. ■ 

Return upon a Warrant to aflfirchendfor trim. 

Then by virtue of the /within warrant) I arrested the 
body of the within named B. C. read the same in his hear- 
ing) and now have him in custody for trial. I have also 
summoned the said D. £. and F. G. to attefd at time and 
place as witnesses, as the law directs. 

*fcC8)&C. 

When the. Offender cannot be found. 

In obedience to the within warrant I this day made dili- 
gent search for the within named B. C but could not find 
him in my precinct. 

On a Search Warrant when the Goods are not found. 

In obedience to the within warrant I this day repaired 
to .the said dwelling house of the said A. B. in the day 
time, and in the presence of the informant made diligent 
search for the articles within mentioned but could not 
find the same. 

When the Goods, &c. are/bund. 

By virtue of the within warrant I this day repaired to 
the said dwelling house of the said A. B. in the day time) 
and in the presence of the informant searched the same, 
and there found the articles within mentioned ; whereup- 
on I arrested the said A. B. and him and the said articles 
now have' in court as the law directs. 

On an Execution for Punishment. 

Then by virtue of the within execution I took the said 
A. B. to the public sign post in said C. [or to the fiubfic 
stocks as the case may be] and him punished by whip- 
ping ten stripes on his naked body, [or placing him in the 
said stocks for one hour] as the law directs. 

On a Mittimus. 
In obedience to the within mittimus to me directed, I 
'this day took the said A. B. to the common gaol of the 
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said county of F. and committed him unto the keeper 
thereof, within the prison, and left a copy of this mitti- 
mus with the said keeper. 

On an Execution for PunUhment and Mittimus. 

Then by virtue of this execution I took the said J.B. to 
the public slap-post in said C. and him punished by 
whipping ten stripes on hia naked body. ; I then made de- 
mand of the said A. B. of money to pay the said fine and 
costs, which he refusing to pay, I fpmmitted him unto 
the keeper of the gaol of said county* at D* within the 
prison, and left a copy of this execution with the said 
keeper, as the law directs* 



SICKNESS. 

See the 7th section of the " act providing in casa of 
sickness/' recited in the first part of this work under this 
title. 



SIGN-POSTS. 

When a society is made out of two or more towns, the 
constables of such towns shall have the same power and 
authority in the improvement of the sign-posts therein, 
When the same shall be without the limits of the town to 
wich they belong, as other constables by law have within 
their respective districts. Statutes B. i.p. 622. 



SLAVES. , 

Constables and grand-jurors are to enquire after and 
make presentment of all importations of Indian, negro, or 
mulatto slaves into this state ; and of the purchasing and 
receiving such slaves so imported, knowing them to have 
been so imported. Statutes B. i.fi, 624. 

See Grand-Jurors. 



t 
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TAVERNS. 

■ 

Constables have power to enter into and search any tav- 
ern or licenced house ; and for that end to require assist- 
ance) and to break open any lock or door, as they shall 
judge there is occasion, and shall command all persons 
belonging to the town who are found thqgt, contrary to 
law, to depart forthwith. And all persons refusing to de- 
part on such 'commands shall be arrested by such consta- 
bles, and safely kept till they can be brought before prop- 
er authority : and upon conviction shall suffer a penalty 
of one dollar. Statute* B. i.fl. 642. 

It is made the duty of constables and other informing 
officers to make presentment of all persons in their re- 
spective precincts who"shall presume to be common vict- 
uallers or taverners, or to sell to be drank in their houses, 
shops or dependencies, or suffer to be drank there when by 
them sold, any metheglin,*vyd*Spdaie^4Mr, wine, rum, 
brandy, gin, or other strong liquor, except such persona 
as are duly licenced to keep houses of public entertain- 
ment. Statute* B. i.fi. 646. 

See Grand-Jurors. 



TOWNS. 

See the Statute under this title, recited in part first of 
the present work. 



VICE. 

Constables, Sec. in the. respective towns arc required to 
make diligent search after, and presentment of, all the 
breaches of the laws which relate to their offices. And on 
the evening after the Lord's day, and other public days of 
religious solemnity, shall walk the street, and duly search 
all places suspected for harbouring or entertaining any 
persons assembled contrary to law. 

And the authority, grand-jurymen, constables and ty- 
thingmen in the respective towns shall annually meet on 
the first Monday of January^ and on the third Monday of 
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June, at iht place where, their annual town-meetings are 
held, or at some other place appointed, there to advise, 
consider, and use their joint interest in suppressing pro- 
ftneness, vice and immorality; and for the due execu- 
tion of the laws. And the constables and grand-jurymen 
•re to enquire after and make due presentment of all 
breaches of tlje act against vice, &c. Statutes B. i. /i. 672. 

• 
In an action against a town for the default of a consta- 
ble in not duly serving a writ, he being a bankrupt, and 
in failing circumstances at the time of his appointment, 
it was adjudged that towns are not responsible for the 
conduct of constables, whom they appoint, for they have 
no power to controul them, or to require them to find su- 
rety, and are bound by law to appoint them. 

Hurlburt v. Litchfield, S. C. 1793. 



POWER AND DUTY OF SURVEYORS OF 

HIGHWAYS. 

• 

The power and duty of this officer will be found in the 
statute recited in the first part of this work under high- 
ways. 

For surveyor's oath see part first, title Oaths. 

Warning to work at Highways. 

ToA.B. of G - 

You are hereby notified and warned to appear at 
in said town, on the day of instant [being at least 
three-days after the warning] at o'clock in the morn- 
ing, [with your team as the case may be} to work on the pub- 
lic highways in said town, according to law. 

D. E. Surveyor of highways. 

C. 18 . 

Presentment by Surveyors) of Persons in their districts) 

negligent or defective. 

To F, G. Esq. Justice of the Peace for H. county. 
Comes D. JE. one of the surveyors of highways for the 
said town of C. and informs and complains; that A, B. of 
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said town, is by law obliged to work at highways, and is 
within the limits assigned to the said surveyor for repair 
and amendment the ensuing year ; that the said A. H. 
was duly warned to appear [with hU team f as the cage may 
be] to work on said highways on the day of in- 

stant, three days before the day so appointed) but neglect* 
ed so to appear and work, whereby he became liable to a 
forfeiture of one dollar > [or, a* the ca*c may be] to be i OS- 
proved to hire others to do said work. Your complainant 
therefore prays that distress may be granted for levying 
the same of the goods, of the said A. B. as the law directs. 
Dated, Sec. D. E. Surveyor of highways. 



POWER AND DUTY OF FENCE-VIEWERS. 

Fence viewers are to be annually chosen in t(ie several 
towns at the annual town-meetings in November or Decent" 
bcr, and must he sworn as other town-officers. Fpr feqee- 
viewer's, oath, see' part first. 

They are empowered by statute to decide upon the suf- 
ficiency of fences between neighbors, when called for that 
purpose, in cases of the impounding of cattle, or other 
creatures taken damage feasant ; which sufficiency is de- 
fined to be such a fence as is as effectual against the crea- 
tures impounded as a jive-rail fence t or atone-wall, four 
feet high, well erected, would be. 

If it be made to appear to the fence-viewers that the 
creatures impounded did not enter the enclosure at the 
deficient place, but over some place tyat was sufficient, as 
aforesaid, then the said fence-viewers shall declare the 
fence to be sufficient. 

When owners of dividend fences neglect or refuse to 
keep the same in sufficient repair* according to law,, the 
person aggrieved, may at his own cost, call the fence* 
viewers of the town to view the same, who finding it 
insufficient, may, after five days notice, proceed to erect 
and repair the same, and the negligent proprietor shall 
pay double the expence, with cost of viewing, fcc. 

*2 
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Fence-viewers' Complaint of dividend Fence. 

. To A. B. Esq. Justice of Peace for the County of C. 

Comes D. E. and F. G. of the town of H. and fence- 
viewers of the said town, duly appointed and sworn ; and 
information make, that on the day of we were 

called out by /. K. of said town to view the dividend fence 
between the adjoining lands of the said I. K. and L. M. 
in said town, and found that that part of said fence belong- 
ing to the said L. M. was insufficient and defective ; and 
did forthwith give notice thereof to the said L. M. and the 
said L. M. having neglected to repair the same for the 
space of five days after said notice, we proceeded to make 
and repair the said defective part of said fence, and did 
charge for doing the same, with cost of reviewing and 
other expences, the sum of dollars ; and on or about 
the day of last past we made up, and presented 
our account thereof, doubling the same, making an a- 
mount of dollars ; and made demand thereof of the 
.said X*. M. ; bat for more than ten days the said JL, M. 
hath, and still doth, refuse to pay the same ; wherefore 
we the said D. £. and F. G. pray that a warrant may is- 
sue against the goods and estate of the said L. M. for the 
same, agreeably to the provision of the statute in tiuch 
case provided. Dated, &c. 

D.E.} Fence-viewers of 
F. G.> the town of if.^ 

POWER *ND DUTY OF LISTERS. 

listers consist of such number as the town think prop- 
er to choose, at their annual town-meeting ; and are to 
be sworn on or before the first day of July in each year. 
For the form of the oath, see part first of this work, title 
Oaths* 

In July annually it is their duty to notify the inhabit- 
ants of their town to bring in their lists of the estate, rata- 
ble by law, which they own on the twentieth day of August , 
by the tenth day of September following, who on failure* 
are liable to be fburfolded. The listers are, some time in 

#Sg*9fflfeei> t* nuke » true list of the names of all male 
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persons, in their respective towns, not particularly ex* 
empted by statute, and including therein all such persons 
as have claim to exemption from poll-tax, on account of 
being dressed in uniform, and equipped, and performing 
rnilitary duty, placing the names of adults and minors in 
separate lists. And on or before the first Thursday of 
•October in each year, the civil authority, selectmen, and 
listers, shall jointly abate the polls of such as are disabled 
by sickness, lameness or other infirmity, provided that 
such abatement shall not exceed one tenth part of such 
polls. 

Having received the several individual lists in writing, 
signed with the names of the owners, the listers shall pro- 
ceed to add thereto, according to their best judgment, a 
value for all things enumerated in the law to be listed, that 
are not particularly valued therein ; and make the whole 
into one general list ; which list shall contain the name of 
each person who shall give in, or stand charged with any 
list, arranged in alphabetical order, each society by itself 
w^th a transcript of the several articles composing the 
same, with the amount or sum total thereof annexed. 

Male polls* from eighteen to twenty-one years d. c. 
of age, not exempted, to be # set in the list at 30 00 

•Male polls, from twenty-one to seventy years of 
age, except ministers of the gospel, the president, 
professors, and tutors of the collegiate school, con- 
stant school-masteff, and students of college, until 
the expiration of the time for taking their second 
degree, and persons which are, or may be exempt- 
ed by the general assembly, each person at 60 00 

All ministers of the gospel that now are, or hereafter 
shall be settled in this state, during their continuance in 
the ministry, shall have all their estates, lying in the same 
society or town wherein they dwell, and all polls belong- 
ing to their several families, exempted from being put in 
the list. And also the estate of the president of Yale-Col* 
lege, for the time being, shall be under the same regula- 
tions as the estates of ministers of the gospel ; as also 
shall all lands and buildings in this state, sequestered to, 
and improved for schools, or other public or pious uses. 

The polls also of the non-commissioned officers, an 
privates of the militia of this state) Nita\bst ^aW 
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rjr f cavalry, artillery, guards, or independent companies, 
shall be exempted from the list, during the time of their 
being liable by law to do military duty in their respective 
companies ; provided that each person claiming such ex* 
emptiou, shall produce a certificate from the command- 
ing officer of the company to which he belongs, on or be- 
fore the tenth day of September in each year, that he is 
equipped according to law, and dressed in uniform, and 
has performed military duty according to law, during the 
year preceding, or been prevented from performing the 
same, by sickness, bodily infirmity, or other reasonable 
cause. And all such certificates shall refer to the prece- 
ding year, ending thejfitieth of August annually. 

All inhabitants of this state who shall be employed four 
months in a year, on board any vessel pwned in this state, 
either in the whale or cod fisheries, shall be exempted from 
having their beads set in the list in each year wherein 
the/ shall be so employed in said business ; and shall also 
be exempted from working at highways. 

Statutes B. i. fi. 329. 

By the " Act to establish a military corps for the de- 
fence of this state," it is enacted, That the polls of non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, and the 
horses of the cavalry, shall be exempted from the list of 
polls and rateable estate, from the time* of their enlistment, 
during the time they belong to this corps ; provided each 
person claiming the benefit of this ac^shall procure a cer- 
tificate from the commanding officer of the company, or 
troop to which he belongs, of his said enlistment ; and the 
same lodge in the'town clerk's office in the town where he 
resides. Statutes B. n./i. 97. 

Every ox or steer of four years old and upwards, d. c. 
shall be set in the list at 10 00 

Every steer of three years old, and every cow or 
heifer of three years old and upwards, at 7 OO 

Every heifer or steer of two years old, at 3 34 

All bulls more than one, owned by one person, 
shall be set in the list at the rate of steers or.oxea 
of the same age, 

Neat cattle under two years old are exempted* 
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Each horse or mare of three years old and up- 
wards, (except stallions and trooper's horses en- d. c. 
listed) at 10 09 

Each stallion of more than 3 years old, (whether 
belonging to a trooper enlisted or not) at 

Each covering Jack, at 

Each horse kind of two years old, at 

Each horse kind of one year old, at 

Every mute three years old, and upwards, at 

Every mule of two years old, at 

Every mule of one year old, at 

All horse kind and other creatures rateable by law, that 
are put upon any farm in this state, out of the town where 
the owners dwell, and under the care, occupancy, and 
improvement of a tenant there, shall be put into the list 
of the ■ owner of such creatures in the town where suck 
farm lieth ; and in all other cases, all horse kind and oth- 
er creatures, rateable by law, shall be put into the list of 
polls and rateable estate of the owners thereof in the 
towns where they dwell. 

All meadow land in the county of Hartford, both n . c . 
for mowing and ploughing, per acre, at 2 50 

Except boggy meadow, which if mowed, per acre, 84 

If not mowed, per acre, 34 

All other plough lands in this state, per acre, 1 67 

All meadow lands both salt and fresh, within the 
counties of New-Haven, New-London, Fairfield, 
Windham, and Litchfield^ at 1 25 

Except boggy meadow, which if mowed, per 
acre,' at 84 

Always provided, That all plough lands shall be 
so assessed only for that year in which the crops 
are taken off, or separated frofti said land, but in the 
next year following it shall be assessed as pasture 
land, per acre, at ' 1 34 

And so from year to year, till the year wherein 
the said land shall be ploughed for another crop, 
in which it shall be rate-free ; and in the year in 
which the crop is to be taken off or separated 
from said land, it shall be rated at 1 67 

\It may be remarked here, that by an existing statute 
entitled " an act to encourage (he raising of flax and 
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hemp"—-" all lands on which hemp or fkx was raised, 
should be exempted from taxation in that year, in which 
the crop was taken off "-until October session 18 J3 ; when 
that provision of the statute was repealed^ and the exemption 
ceased.] 

All upland pasture, either, for feeding, or d. c. 
mowing, at 1 34 

Except such lands as are overgrown with woods, 
bushes, briers and the like, whereby the lands be- 
come unservicable for pasture, whether the same 
have been cleared or not, which shall be assessed 
per acre, at 34 

All uninclosed lands shall be set as follows, viz. 

All timber lands, which if cleared would be fit 
for mowing or ploughing, per acre, at 34 

All other timber lands, except on mountains in* 
accessible to teams, per acre, at IT 

And all other- uninclosed lands per acre, at D 

All meadow- lands in the towns of Middletowh 
Haddatn, East- Had dam and Chatham, in the coun- 
ty of Middlesex, whether used for ploughing or 
mowing shall be set in the list per acre, at 2 50 

Except boggy meadow, which, with all other lands in 
the county of Middlesex, and within the county of 7b/- 
land, shall be set in the list at the same rate as the lands in 
the counties of Ncvj-London and Windham* 

Each dwelling-house shall be set in the list at five dol- 
lars for each fire-place therein, whether used or not, but 
the listers may abate for old and decayed houses, one 
quarter, one half, or three fourths of the said sum, accord- 
ing as the houses shall appear to them more or less to be 
decayed or depreciated in v ^JS£/M*fr 

All stock in any bank,^rffiSKrbelonging to any person 
or persons inhabitants of thiystate, whose estates are not 
exempted from taxation, shift be set in the list at three dol- 
lars on every hundred dollars of said stock, provided that 
no person owning stock in any bank in any other state, 
which is or shall be taxed in the state where such bank is 
kept, shall be subject to be taxed by this state for such 
stock. 

The cashiers of the several baj)ks in this state shall, 
within twenty-four hours after request made in raiting 
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by a majority of the listers of any town in this state, fur- 
nish said listers with a true statement of all the stock or 
shares in the bank where application shall be made* be* 
longing on the twentieth day of August annually to inhab- 
itants of the town to which such listers belong ; and if any 
cashier shall refuse or neglect to comply with such re- 
quest) or shall exhibit a false account of such stock or 
shares, he shall. forfeit to the- use of the town to which 
such listers belong, the sum of fifty dollars, to be recov- 
ered in an action of debt, in the name of the treasurer of 
said town. 

By a subsequent statute, all the stock in the banks of 
this state belonging to any person or persons not inhabit- 
ants of this state, and standing in his or their names on the 
books of such bank, on the twentieth of August in each 
year, shall be set in the list at three dollars on every hun- 
dred dollars, and shall be liable to all taxes, as is pro- 
vided relating to bank stock owned by inhabitants of this 
state. And the listers in each town in- which a bank or 
banks are established, shall some time between the 20th 
of August and the 1 1th of September, in each year, ap- 
ply to such bank or banks, and obtain the names and a- 
mount of stock of all stockholders in said banks respective- 
ly, who are not inhabitants of this state : and the respec- 
tive cashiers of such banks shall, on application as afore* 
said, deliver to the said listers a certificate of the names of 
such owners of stock, with the amount holden by each 
owner, and such listers shall insert such stock in the res- 
pective lists in the same manner as is provided by law in 
regard to the property of non-residents. And the res- 
pective collectors of the state tax in such towns shall be 
the collectors of the taxes arising on such «tock. 

The stock thus greeted to be set in the list, however, 
shall not be deemed any part of the list of the town to in- 
crease their state tax, or to enable them to draw a greater 
proportion of the school monies. Statutes B n.fi. 89. 

d. c. 
Each coach shall be set in the list, at - - 1 68 00 
Each charriot, at - - - - - 134 00 
Each phaeton, at - - • • - 100 00 

Each coach ee, at 75 OC 

Each curricle, at - - « - 68 00 
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Each chaise } chair or other two-wheeled 'ri- 
ding carriage, wiih or without a covered top, at 
a sum not less thnn Jifieen dollars, nor more than 
sixty dollar*, at the discretion of (he listers, which 
carriages shall be set in the list, at fifteen, twen- 
ty, thirty, forty, fifty or sixty dollars each, as 
they are more or less valuable. 

All other four-wheeled carriages on springs, j>. c. 
each, at 30 oo 

All four-wheeled pleasure carriages, not here- 
tofore enumerated in the law, with a covered top, 
hung on leather braces, but not on springs, 
shall be set in the list at fifteen, twenty or twenty- 
five dollars each, at the discretion of the listers, 
as they shall be more or less valuable. 

Statutes B. ij.fi. 64. 

Each gold watch, at 34 00 

All other watches, at 10 00 

All steel or brass wheeled clocks, or other 
time pieces regulated by a pendulum, each, at 20 00 

Each clock with wooden wheels 7 00 

All wrought house- hold, silver plate, at six per 
cent, on the just value thereof, estimated at one 
dollar eleven cents per ounce. 

All monies loaned on good security, except 
monies loaned to this state, or the United States, 
more than the owners thereof pay interest for, at 
six per cent, on the just value thereof. 

Each store or warehouse, whether part of, or 
connected with any part of a dwelling house or 
not, one story high, at 10 00 

Each store or warehouse as aforesaid, of two 
stories high, 20 00 

Each store or warehouse as aforesaid, of three 
stories high, • SO 00 

Each corn-mill, standing on a stream sufficient 
.to carry the same through the various seasons of 
the year, and so situated that they are constantly 
supplied with custom, shall for every run of 
atones contained therein, be set in the list, annu- 
ally, at 150 00 
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All otbci corn-mills of less advantage, whether wind- 
mills or others, at a less sum in proportion,, according to 
the best judgment of the listers. 

And the listers shall assess owners of slitting-mills, oil- 
mills, saw-mills, and all other, water works (except iron' 
works) by which profits, arise, and all other works and 1 
and occupations followed by any persons by which- profits* 
arise, and which are not enumerated in the law (except 
business in any public office, husbandry and common la- 
bour for hire) shall be assessed by the best judgment of 
the listers in due proportion to the rules given in particu- 
lar instances in the law. 

Attornies in actual practice shall be assessed according 
to the profits of their profession, at a sum not less than 
seventy five^ nor more than three hundred dollars. 

Physicians and surgeons in actual practice shall be as- 
sessed according to their profits at a sum not less than 
thirty four^ i\or more than two hundred dollars. 

Traders of all kinds shall be assessed according to their 
profits, at a sum not less than forty nor more than three 
.hundred dollars* 

Persons carrying on mechanical business of apy kind, 
shall be assessed according to their profits, at a sum not 
less than ten, nor more than two hundred dollars. 

Tavern-keepers, shall be assessed at a sum according 
to their profits, at a sum not less than twenty, nor more 
than two hundred dollars. Provided, That attoi neys, phy- 
sicians, surgeons and mechanics shall be exempted from 
all assessment for two years next, after they shall enter 
upon. their. respective professions or occupations. 

The listers are carefully to inspect the lists until the last 
day of December annually, and to add fourfold for all the 
rateable estate they shall find left out of the list by any 
particular person or persons, the property whereof did 
belong to such person or persons on the 20th day of Au- 
gust preceding, giving notice thereof to the persons four- 
folded ; and if any doubt thereon shall arise, the said es- 
tate shall be adjudged or reputed the property of the person 
assessed for the same,unless he can shew it to have been the 
property of some other person on said 20th day of August ; 
and also add to said list fourfold for *he whole rateable 
estate of all such persons as have given in no lists at all, 
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a* a penalty on and inhabitants for their neglect, who 
shall pay rates for the same according to Ibcir fourfold 
assessments. And one half of all auch sums arising upon 
such fourfold additions, shall by the constable and other 
collectors of rates that shall be made upon such lists, bt 
paid to the listers as a reward for their trouble and the 
other half shall be for the use for which such rates are 
made. 

This general transcript of the individual lists in alpha- 
betical arrangement, distinguishing religious societies, 
together with the additions* fourfolds and assessments, 
with the sum total of each list annexed, and the total a- 
mount of the general list, must be completed, signed by 
the listers, and delivered to the town clerk sometime iff 
the month of January, who is required to receipt. the 
same. 

The estates of non-residents, of which no lists are giv* 
en in, not being subject to fourfold, together with auch 
rateable property of residents, not inserted in any list, as 
is not liable to fourfold, and such articles of rateable prop- 
erty as shall have been left out of any list upon supposi- 
tion of its being lost or perished, and upon discovery is 
given in to the listers to be entered in the public list, after 
the same shall have been arranged ; are 4 to be entered upon 
the general list by way of addition, and constitute that part 
of such list called additions. 

When any person shall be over-charged in the Bet, it is 
the duty of the listers to grant relief only where the estate 
shall appear not to have belonged to the person on the 
20th day of August preceding, or that it was not left out 
through his wilfulness or negligence, but from sufficient 
ground to conclude the estate to have been lost or perish" 
ed, and that so soon as he was sensible of his duty therein 
he did offer his estate, bonafide^ to the listers, to be enter- 
ed in the public list. But if such listers will not give just 
relief, then upon application made by the aggrieved party 
to two or more justices of the peace, and the selectmen 
of the town, or to a majority of the civil authority and se- 
lectmen of such town, qualified by law to judge in such 
cases, notifying two or more of the listers to shew reasons, 
if any they have, why relief should not be. granted to such 
aggrieyed person, they shall consider the case, and give 
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auch relief as they shall judge just and reasonable ; and 
also io all cases where any person may be wrongly charg- 
ed) either by way of assessment or otherwise, by the lis- 
ters* in their list as aforesaid ; provided such application 
be made on or before the first day of March next after 
such over-charge complained of be made. All abate- 
ments which shall be made shall be lodged in the town 
clerk's office by the 10th day of March annually. And 
the sum. total thereof shall by the listers in each town, be 
returned) with the additions and fburfolda, to the Control- 
ler by the first day. of April annually, who shall deduct 
such abatements from the amount of the list of such 
towns 

The listers are to transmit to the controller of public ae- 
odunts annually* on or before the first day ofJflrii, the 
lists of their respective towns, together with the warn 
-total of all the additions and assessments, agreeably to the 
rform aforesaid ; and also the sum total of the school soci- 
t*ty or societies, or part of a society, in their several towns, 
naming the society to which such part belongs ; and also 
• certificate from an assistant or justice ef the peace, or 
•town clerk, before whom they were sworn, that they were 
rswerarto a faithful discharge of their duty on or before the 
-first day of «/«*> preceding. It is also provided that the 
if stem shall at the time of returning the list to the control- 
ler make return of the names of all persons by them assess- 
*■ ed, together with their occupations and the amount of their 
j respective assessments* 

v The listers shall also certify to the controller at the 
time they return the .list, as aforesaid, and shall also re- 
turn with the list to the town clerk as aforesaid, the num- 
ber of polls exempt on account of military duty, fishe- 
ries, 8cc. and the schoolTBOcieties to which they belong ; 
and all monies appropriated for the purposes of schools' 
.shall be distributed in the same manner and proportion as 
though such exemption had not been made. The lists of 
the several school societies, therefore, are formed by ad- 
ding to the ordinary lists of the same, the number of polls 
exempted therein as aforesaid. 

When there are more school societies than one in a 
town) and the same are, or may be, distinguished by local 
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name*, it is recommended so to distinguish them in the re- 
turns to the controller of public accounts. 
• When the Hsters shall make a mistake in casting the 
list of the town, on discovery thereof they shall certify the 
same to the treasurer, who is authorized and directed, on 
-euch certificate, to add to, or subtract from, the list of such 
•town, (he amount of such mis -cast, as the circumstances of 
ihe case shall require. And the* treasurer shall not ac- 
cept nor allow any bills of abatement, save only where any 
person shall be found, according to the true meaning of 
this statute, to have been really over-charged, or wrong- 
charged, or unless toy person charged in said list is de- 
ceased, or shall have absconded and departed out of this 
state before the time limited for' the payment of the rate 
to the treasurer, and hath not' left any estate whereon the 
same may be levied. And in every bill of abatement, mude 
in either of the cases aforesaid, shall be certified the reason 
of such abatement, by the persons who have right by law 
to make the same, or by an assistant or justice of the 
peace. . 

And the listers shall be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the town to which they belong,- alter the rate 
of twenty-five cents for each thousand dollars included in 
the sum total of the lists of such towns respectively, in- 
cluding the amount of the list of the polls of military ex- 
empts, on condition that said listers comply in all respects 
with the requisition of the statute, and not otherwise. 

The lists to be transmitted to the controller, and lodg- 
ed with the town clerk, are to be made in the following 
form and order of arrangment, viz. 

A true list of the polls and estate of the town of A. rate- 
able by law, on the 20th day of August, 18 . 



No. | 



Polls from 2 1 to 70 years bf age, at - 
Polls from 18 to 21 years of age, at - 
Oxen and bulls 4 years old, at - - 
Cows, steers, heifers and bulls 3 years 

•old, at 

Steers, heifers and bulls, 2 years old, 

at - 



DS.tc.l AM*T. 



60 
30 
10 



00 
00 
00 

00 
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So. 
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;* 



Horse-kind, 3 years old, at 
Horse-kind) 2 yearcold, at .. - • 
Hone-kind, 1 year old, at - 
StaHions, more than 3 years old, 
Mules, 3 years old, at - - - 
Mules, 2 years old, at - - - 
Moles of 1 year old,~at - - - 
Covering jacks, at - - - » 
Acres of ploughland, at - <- 
Acres of upland mowing and clear 

pasture, at - - - - - •■- - 
Acres of boggy-meadow mowed, at - 
Acres of boggy-meadow not mowed, 

at -..•«■- /-■-■- - •■•.-. 
Acres of meadow-land in Hartford 

and Middlesex counties, at • - - 
Acres of other meadow-land, at - - 
Acres of bush-pasture, at - - - - 
Acres of uninclosed land, first rate* at 
Acres of un inclosed land, second rate, 

at 

Acres of uninolosed land, third rate, at 

Coaches, at 

Chariots, at -- 

Phaetons, at -------- 

Curricles, at - - 

Coachees, at - ------- 

Chaises, chairs, Sec. at 

Chaises, Sec. at - 

Chaises, &c. at .- - 

Chaises, &c* at - - 

Chaises; &c. at - - - ■ - - - - 
Chaises, &c. at -.----- 
Other- four wheeled carriages on 

■ springs, at - - - - - - - 

Other four wheeled carriages, on 

. leather braces, at 

(Do. do. do. - -v - 

:Do. do. do. - - - 

JGold watches* at - - - - - - 

iSilyer watches, fcc. at - - - - -'- 

* q 2 



1340C 

1001 
68* 
750< 
150QJ 
2o!o0| , 
30|0(3l 
40 QC 
5000 
6000 

3000 



15 



oe 



2000 



25 



00 



3400 
10.00 



fJB. Ic. 

Steel ind brass- wheeled clocks at - SO M 
Wooden-wheeled .clocks, at * - - ; X3 
Fire-places, first claw, at - - - • fyi 
Fin-placet) second class, at - - - 3rs 
Fire-places, third class, at . * - 8 so 
Fire-place*, fourth class, at * - - 1 2i 
Stores I story high, at - - - - - loba 
Stores S stories high, at - - • - 30 oa 
Stores 3 stories high, at • - ' ■ • 30 (K 
Ounces of silrer plate, mt I doll, f ' 

cents per ounce, at six per cent. 
Dollars an-ittereat, at six per cent. 
Dollars bank stock, at three per cent. 
Amount of Assessments, • - 
Amount of half fourfold*, 
Sheep added as a penalty, at <-■ 
Sheep deducted, at 75 cents. - 
Total amount deducting sheep, 

A true return of the society lists of the school societies (and 
parts of societies) in the town of A. for the year IS 

NoJ_ ]i 

First school society, - - - - . I 
Second school society, - - - - -| 
Third, or, fee I 

Total) 

*' Amount of first sohoel society. 

Add for polls exempt for bung equipped anal doing mi li - 

* tary duty, according t» law,' 

No. 

Polls— adults, ut - - - - •■-'« 

Minor polls, at ------ - 

Total 

Arm ofnotke to bring in Lint*. 
The Inhabitants of the town %iA. and others eMiged by 
Uw t* pay tjUKi il said tavm, are hereby' ootsted and 
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warned, to give in to the subscribers, on or before the 
10th day of September next, their respective lists of polls 
s>nd rateable estate} belonging to them on the 20th day of 
August next, according to law. And hereof all persons 
concernedf are to take notice. 
A. July 18 . B. C") 

D. E.> Listers. 
F. G J 

i 

jtflflUctaion to Casfder of a Bank for atnbuht of Stock. 

» 

To A s B. Cashier of the Bank* in the .town of C 

In pursuance of the statute entitled u An act in addition 
to an act for the direction of listers in their office and du- 
ty/' you are hereby requested to furnish the subscribers, 
listers; of the town of R. with a true statement of all the 
stock, or shares, in the said bank, belonging on the 20th 
day of August last to inhabitants of said town of /?. that 
the same may be set in the list of ratable estate of the 
j3aid town of /?. for the current year, as the law directs. 
Dated at R. this > day of Sept. IS • 

D. E") 

F. G. (.Listers. 
H. I.J 

Application to Cashier of a Bank for amount of Stock bt- 
longing to ftersons without the state. 

To A. B. Cashier of the Bank, in the town of C. 

In pursuance of a statute of this slate entitled " An act 
in addition to an act for the direction of listers in their of- 
fice and duty," you are hereby requested to deliver to the 
subscribers, listers of the said town of C. a certificate of 
the names of persons, not inhabitants of this state,owning 
stock in the said Bank, and in whose names any sd£n 
stock was standing on the 2Qth day of August last, with 
the amount holden by each owner, that the same may be 
set in the general list of rateable estate of the said town, 
for the current year, as the law directs. 

Dated at C. the day of * )8 - 

D. E.l 
• \ . F. G. \ Listens. 

■ r .. . .- ... H, I.J 
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Notice of a Four/aid. 

To A. B.otC. 

You are hereby notified that upon a careful inspection 
6f your list of rateable property- belonging to you on the 
20th day of August last, given in by you to the listers for 
the current year, it is found that you have left out of the 
said list [describing the property fourfolded] which proper- 
ty is added fourfold In the general list of said town, as is 
provided by the statute of this state for the direction of lis- 
ters in their office and duty. 
Dated, &c. , D. E.l 

F. G. L Listers. 

H. I.J 

Notice when no List is given in. 

To A. B.otC. 

You are hereby notified that in pursuance of the statute 
of this state entitled " An act for the direction of listers' in 
their office and duty/' the subscribers, listers of the said 
town of C. have added to the general list of said town four- 
fold for the whole of your rateable property belonging to 
you on the 30th day of August last, consisting of [describ- 
ing the same] as a penalty for your neglect in having giv- 
en in no list of the same, as the law directs. 

Dated, 8tc. 

Certificate to the Treasurer of a mis-cast in the List. 

To A. K. Esq. Treasurer of the state of Connecticut. 
We the subscribers, listers of the town of A. for the 
year last preceding, do hereby certify that in casting 
the list of said town a mistake was made by [stating the 
particulars'] whereby the amount of said list was greater 
[or less as the case may be"] than it ought to have been ; 
■ and you are accordingly requested to deduct from [or add 
to] the amount of said list, the sum of being the a- 

tnount of such mis-cast. 
Dated at the day of 18 . 

D. E.l 

F. G. > Listers. 
H. IJ 
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THE FOLLOWING TABLES 
Will be found useful in making up the general list. 



PlougWand. 


8 I 


icres - - 


- 20 00 


I acre 


- - 81 67 


9 


■" ... 


. 22 50 


% " 


- . . 3 34 


10 


u m m 


. 25 00 


I " - 


... 5 01 


11 


a m m 


- 27 50 


4 « 


- - 6 68 


12 


u • • 


- 30 XK) 


5 « ' - 


. - - . 8 35 


13 


«. -•# 


. 32 50 


6 " 


• ■- 10 02 


14 


« - - 


- 35 00 


7 " 


- - 11 69 


15 


j 


* 37 50 


8 « 


. - - 13 36 


16 


« . . 


- 40 00 


9 « ' 


. - - 15 03 


17 


« - - 


- 42 50 


iO « 


- . - - 16 70! 


18 


■* " - - 


- 45 00 


11 « 


- - - 18 37 


19 


a m m 


. 47 BQ 


12 " 


- - - . 20 04 


20. 


" - - 


. 50 09 


13 «" 


- . - - 2171 


30 


« • - 


- 75 ©0 


14 « 


. - - 23 38 


40 


a m m 


. 100 00 


15 <* 


v - - 25 05 


50 


<f * . * - 


. 125 PO 


16 « 


- . - - 26 72 


60 


a m m 


- 150 OO 


17 .K 


v - - : 28 39 


70 


U T - 


- 175 be 


18 - « " ■ 


- - - 30 Q6 


80 


« - - 


- 200 00 


19 « 


- - - 31 73 


90 


U ... 


- 225 00 

• 


20 " 


- - - 33 40 


,100 


u _ „ 


- 250 Of 


30 " 


- - - 50 10 


| 






40 « 


- - - 66 80 


. Upland mowing 


and clear 


50 « 


- - - 83 50 




pasture. 




60 « 


- - - 100 20 


1 


acre - - 


- gl 34 


ro « 


. - - 116 90« 


2 


u 


2 68 


SO " 


- - '- 133 60 


3 


» . . 


- 4 02 


90 « 


- - - 150 30 


4 


« ... 


5 36 


100 « 


- - - 167 00 


5 


« . - 


- . 6 70 






6 


« - - 


8 04 


Meadow lam 


! in the Counties 


7 


« - . 


. 9 38 


of Hartford 


and Middlesex. 


8 


« . . 


- 10 72 


1 acre 


- - - g2 50 


9 


« * . . 


- 12 06 


2 " 


- - - 5 00 


10 


« . - 


- 13 40 


3 " 


- - - 7 50 


11 


« • . 


- 14 74 


4 it 


- - - 10 00 


12 


« - - 


. 16 08 


5 « 


-. - - 12 50 


i 13 


« - . 


- 17 42 


6 « 


- * - 15 00 


; n 


« - - 


- 18 76 


7 " 


- - - .17 50 


■ 15 


« - - 


- 20 19 



m 



IfftTMrf. 



$*j*r : a. 



16 


acres 


17 


« 


18 




19 


a 


fio 


u 


30 


tt 


40 


tt 


50 


u 


60 


tt 


70* 


« 


BO- 


tt 


90 


■ (t 


100 


tt 


Bojgy u 


1 acre 


■■* 


ii 


3 


a 


■4 


u 


5 


u 


*^ - 


tt 


' r 


a 


• • 


tt 


9 


«# 


1 10 


tt 


11 


tt 


12 


tt 


13 


tt 


14 


tt 


15 


it 


16 


u - 


17 


tt 


is 


tt 


19 


tt 


20 


tt 



£21 44 

22 78 
24 12 
35 46 

26 80 

40 20 

53 60 

"67 00 

'80 40 

93*80 

107 20 

120 60 

!34 00 



4 20 

5 04 
5 88 

G 72 

7 56 

8 40 

9 24 
10 08 

10 92 

11 76' 

12 60 

13 44 
U 28 
15 12 

15 96 

16 80 



Boggy meadow not mowed, 
bush pasture, and unin- 
closed, 1st rate. 

1 acre - - go 34 

2 « - - 68 
1 3 « - - 102 



4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 

ia 

IV 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
SO 84 19 

1 68 ^0 

2 52 30 
*■" 3 36 ' 40 



50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

roo 



1 

2 
3 

4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

ia 
it 

12 
13 
14 
15 



acres 

tt 
« 
CC 

.tt * 

a 

a 
■ tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
(• 
u 
a 

tt 
cc 
a 
tt 
a 
a 
tt 
tt 
tt 



St 

I 

2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 



36 
70 
04 
38 
T2 
06 
40 
74 
4 08 
4 42 
76 
10 
44 
78 
12 



4 

5 
5 
5 
6 



eV:46 
6> 3» 
Kfe£ft 
13fc60 
17? O© 
20-40 
23^80 
27 20 
3a 160 
34* 00 



Other meadow. ? 

**0 
3 75 
5 00 
125 

7 50 

8 75 
10 00 
lr 25 

12 50 

13 75 

15 00 

16 25 

17 50 

18 75 



acre 
tt 

it 

M 

«• 

tt 

u 

tt 

a 

n 

a 

a 

tt 

a 

it 



are***}: 



w* 



.16*&ires - 


- 5520 oo 


Uninelosed land, 3d rate. 


otr< «« 


- 21 25 


1 acre 


. SO 09 


18* • 


- 25 50 


S « 


. T8 


19 « 


- 23 75 


3 a 


- 27 


30 " 


• 25 00 


4 « 


- S6 


30' * 


- 37 50 


. * « 


. 45 


40 « 


- 50 00 


6 « 


- 54 


50> « 


• 6) 50 


7 « 


- 43 


SO « - 


- 76 OO 


0. * • 


- T2 


70 " 


- 87 50 


9 « 


- 81 


SO « 


• 100 00 


10 « 


- - 80 


*0 « 


- 112 50 


11 ■« 


- 99 


100 « 


- 125 00 


12 « 


- 1 08 


*17ninclosed land, 


2d. rate. 


13 « 


- 1 17 


fiacre - 


- 47 


14 « 


1>,36 


*2 « 


- 34 


IS « 


- 1 35 


■i3 « - * 


51 


16 * 


- 1 44 


r4 A m 


- 68 


17 « 


- 1 53 


3 5* « 


- 85* 


is 4k 


- 1 62 


-':-$- « 


- J 02' 


19 « 


- 1 71 


*; 7* " 


1 19 


.20 " 


1 80 


g w 


- 1 $6* 


30 * 


- 2 70 


v .f; « 


- * 1 53 


40 « 


- 3 40 


1£ « 


1 70 


50^ « ' ' 


- 4 50 


It " 


1 87 


60 " 


- - 5 40 


11 « 


- 2 04 


70 " 


- - 6 30 


13 " 


- 2 21 


80 " 


- 7 2t 


14 " - 


- 2 38 


90 " 


- 8 10 


15- « 


* 2 S5 l 


100 « 


- 9 00 


16 « 


- 2 72 






MT " 


- 3 89 


Silver Plate. 


lfr « 


3 06 




d. cm. 


19 « 


3 23 


1oz.at$l.l 


lat6p.c.O 6 7 


20 « 


3 40 


2« « 


" 13 3 

• • 


50 « 


5 10 


3« « 


" 20 


40 « 


6 80 


4 cc « 


« 26 6 


50 « 


- 8 50 


5 « « 


" 33 3 


60 « 


- 10 20 


6« " 


« 40 


70 " 


- 1 1 90 


7« cc 


u 46 6 


80 « 


- 13 60 


3 a « 


« 52 3 


90 u 


. 15 30 


! 9 " " 


« 59 9 


100 «* 


- 17 0* 


! 10 « " 


" 66 6 
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Gbahd-Jurges. 




fFJMX II. 


11« 


« 


II 


73 3 


20 « 


ii 


. II 


1 33 3 


12" . 


.« 


. « 


80 


30" 


.ii 


it 


1 99 8 


13 " 


cc 


If 


86 6 


40". 


if 


fl 


2 6*3 7 


U" 


. (4 


fl 


93 3 


50" 


ii 


fl. 


3 33 


15" 


If 


II 


99 9 


60 «' 


ii 


ii 


3 99 6 


16" 


If 


II 


1 6 6 


70" 


if 


ff 


4 66 5 


17" 


II 


. II 


1 13 3. 80" 


.ii 


it 


5 33 3 


18" 


II 


.11 


1 20 0; 90" 


ii 


fl 


5 99Y 


19" 


M 


If 


1 26 6 


100" 


ii 


. ll 


6 66 O 



POWER, & c : OF COLLECTORS OF TOWN 

TAXES. . - 

The appointment, with the power and duty of collec- 
tors of town taxes, will be found recited in the statute un- 
der the tijle " Rates," particularly in jthe 25th and fol- 
lowing sections ; see part 1st of the present work ; 
—They have the same power in the collection of 
rates committed to |£em to collect, as the sheriff has in 
the collection of an execution. When they neglect their 
duty, and fail to make payment, the selectmen, on, appli- 
cation to an assistant or justice of the peace, may obtain 
a warrant against them for the sum in arrear, which may 
be collected out of their estate. 

POWER AND DUTY OF GRAND-JURORS. 

Grand-jurors are officers appointed to make informa- 
tion of all crimes that are committed and come to their 
knowledge. For Grand-jurors oath, see part first, title 
Oaths. Their principal powersand duties are defined in 
the following statute : 

An act concerning Grand-jurymen. 
§ 1. Be it enacted, &c. That every town in this state, 
on the day of their annual town meeting, for electing town 
officers, shall elect and choose two or more* sober, dis- 
creet persons of their inhabitants/to serve as grandjurors 
for the ensuing year, who shall be sworn by the next as- 
tistant,'or justice of the peace. 

■ 

* Note, . " Not leas than two nor more than six" 

Statutes B. //. /*. 105. 
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PART II.] GrAKD-JuRORS. 193 

§ 2. But in case any person so elected shall refuse to 
accept, and take the oath for such officers provided, and 
serve as aforesaid, (unless he render a satisfying reason to 
the town-meeting, or to the authority before whom he 
shall be called to take the oath, why he ought not to 
f-erye as aforesaid) he for such refusal shall incur the pen- 
alty of Jive dollars, and another person shall be chosen in 
his room, who shall upon acceptence, be sworn as afore- 
said : and the names of such grand-jurors shall by the 
clerk of the town be returned unto the clerk of the coun- 
ty court within the same county ; and the clerk of the 
county court, shall by his writ, summon such a number 
of the said grand-jurors within the said county, as shall 
be necessary to attend, and serve at the said county 
court. 

§3. And if any such grand-juror, so as aforesaid re- 
quired, and summoned to serve on the grand-jury, shall 
neglect or refuse to appear, (unless- he shall give suffi- 
cient reason for his refusal) he shall forfeit the sum of 
three dollars and thirty-four cents. 

§ 4. And all grand-jurors shall diligently enquire after, 
and make due presentment of all misdemeanors and 
breaches of law, whereof they have cognizance ; whether 
the same were committed before said grand-jurors are 
chosen and sworn to said office, or afterwards ; which 
presentments they shall seasonably make to the court, or 
to some assistant or justice of the peace ; that offenders 
may be dealt with according to law. 

§ 5. And if any grand-juryman, after he is sworn, 
shall neglect to make seasonable presentment of any 
breach of law, whereof he hath cognizance, he shall pay 
a fine of one dullar and sixty-seven cents. 

§ 6 All which penalties shall be and belong to % the 
town treasury of the town where such grand-juror dwells. 

§ 7. And all grar.d-jury-men shall be allowed sixty- 
seven cents per day for their time of attendance, tn\6Jtve 
cents and Jive mils per mile travel out, when they shall be 
required to give their attendance at the superior or coun- 
ty court ; to be paid out of the state or county treasury, 
as t!-e law direr ts. 

§ 8. A' -.I every town in this state that shall neglect or 
reiuse to make cnoice of grand-jurors, as aforesaid, shall 

R 



194 Grand-Juroes. * ^PARX II. 

for every such neglect or refusal, incur the penalty of sev- 
enteen dollars, to the treasury of the county wherein such 
town lieth : to be recovered by bill, plaint or information. 

$ 9. And to thuble grand-jurors more effectually to detect 
breaches of law, * 

Be it further enacted, That the grand-jurors in each re- 
spective town in this state, shall once in three months in 
each year, and oftener if need so require, meet at such 
time and place as they shall appoint, to advise concerning 
such breaches of la% as by their office they are to enquire 
after and present : and shall have power to call before 
them at such'meetings, any person or persons, as witness- 
es, in order to be examined touching such delinquency as 
they are enquiring after ; and if any person refuse to ap- 
pear before such grand-jurors at such meeting, being 
summoned thereto by warrant from an assistant or justice 
of the peace, (who are hereby directed to grant such war- 
rant, on the request of suefcgrand-jurors) or shall refuse 
to be examined upon oath, if thereto required, such wit- 
nesses may by such assistant or justice, on conviction of 
such refusal, be committed to the common gaol ; there 
to remain at his own cost, until he will give evidence, as 
aforesaid. 

Provided, That such evidence shall at no time be con- 
strued to the prejudice of such witness. 

§ 10. And be it further enacted, That the superior court 
and ccunty courts in this state, shall have power to order a 
grand-jury of eighteen of those chosen by the respective 
towns in the county, or other sufficient freeholders of the 
county where such court is silting, to be summoned, im- 
pannelled and sworn to enquire after and present such 
criminal offences as shall be cognizable by said ccurts re- 
spectively, where there shall be occasion. 

§ fl. And r.o person shall be held to trial, or put to 
plead to any complaint, indictment or accusation for a 
capital offence, punishable with death, unless a bill of in- 
dictment be found against such person for such crime, by a 
grand-jury legally impannellcd and sworn ; and that no 
bill ofindictment shall be presented by any grand-jury so 
impannelled, unless twelve at least of the jurors agree to 
it. Statutes B. /./?. 371. 
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Grand-jurors are to take care that the laws relating to 
the education of children are duly observed, and to make 
presentment of all breaches thereof which come to their 
knowledge. Stat. B. i./i. 123. 

They are to make information and presentment of all 
breaches of the statute to prevent the importation of con* 
victs. Stat. B. i./i. 193. 

Also of the statute to prevent counterfeiting. 

ttfat.B.i./i. 196. 

The grand-jurors present at the county courts, in con- 
currence with the said courts, are empowered to grant and 
levy necessary county taxes. Stat. B. i./i. 208. 

They are also to giv« notice to the next assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace, of the detection of soldiers or mariners 
in the service of the state, who shall be found therein, as 
the same shall come to their knowledge. See Desert- 
ers, under Constables. ^ 

They are likewise to seize and inform against racing- 
horses, the same as constables ; for whose duty in that par- 
ticular, see the title Horse-Racing, under the head of 
Constables. 

They are also to make presentment of all breaches of 
the law for preventing and suppressing unauthorized lot- 
teries. Statutes jB. /. ft. 477. 

Their duties in regard to the Sabbath are also the same 
as, or similar to, those of constables and tythingmen ; for 
which seethe title Sabbath, under the head of Consta- 
bles. See also Tythingmen. 

In regard to the concealing the marks of sheep, &c. kil- 
led or dressed by any person, the duty of grand-jurors is 
the same with constables. See title Sheep, under Con- 
stables. 

They are to present all importations of slaves, the same 
as constables. See Slates, under Constables. 

They have similar powers, and are subject to similar 
duties with constables, respecting Taverns, for which see 
title Taverns, under Constables. See also the same ti- 
tle under the head of Selectmen, 

It is also their duty upon any return made by the town 
clerk of the names of persons neglecting to bring in to the 
register an account of births, deaths and marriages, for 
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record) to make presentment to the next assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace in the county. See Town Clerks. 

Grand-jurors in their respective precincts, are to make 
enquiry after all persons that are of evil name and fame 
for oppressing their poor debtors or borrowers, or of tak- 
ing excessive interest for forbearance ; and shall present 
such person or persons to the next assistant or justice of 
the peace, as being guilty of such crimes. 

Statutes B. i. ft. 678. 

For the powera*nd duties of grand-jurors in the sup- 
pression of vice, see the title Vice under the head of 
Constables. 

Under the denomination of Informing officer *, they are 
also required by statute to enforce by presentment, See- 
the several laws relating to the following titles, viz : 

Bank Notes, - . - See Statutes B.Lftage 98* 
Obscene Books, &c. - - - - do. - - - 100 
County Surveyors, - -- - -do. - - - 639 
Election, ----... do. - - - 247 

Fisheries, do. - - - 335 

Gaming, do. - - - 360 

Militia, - - do. - - - 516 

Mountebanks, do. ---525 

Pedlars, do. - - - 54a 

Perjury, do. - - - 549 

Sheriffs, do. - - - 604 

Sickness, do. - - % 615 

Theatrical Exhibitions, - - - do. - - - 64T 

Weights and Measures. - - - do. - - - 68 1 

For grand-juror's oath, see the title Oaths in part r. 

Complaint against negligent fie r sons in the instruction of 

their Children, 

To A. B. Justice of the Peace, &c. 
Comes C. D. one of the grand-jurors of the town of E. 
in said county, and on his oath of office complains and in- 
forms the said justice, that F.G. of said E. has children 
under his care and government, whom he is bound to teach 
and instruct, or to cause to be taught and instructed, to 
read the English tongue, to know the laws, &c. Sec. but 
the said F. G. unmindful of his duty herein, wholly neg- 
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lects to perform the same, which is against the peace, and 
contrary to the form and effect of a statute of this state, 
entitled " An act for the educating and governing of chil- 
dren ;" your complainant therefore prays that the said F. 
fi. may be made to answer to this complaint, and be dealt 
with as by the said statute is provided. Dated at E. &c. 

Grand' Juror 9 8 Complaint /or importing a Convict. 

To the Honorable Court, Sec. 

Comes, Sec. and on his oath of office complaint and in- 
forms the said Court, that A. B.oi C. in said county, did 
on the day of at C. aforesaid, import and bring 

into this state one D. E. who is a person convicted of a 
lieinoua crime in a foreign country ; and sentenced there- 
for to be transported abroad [or, did on, &c. aid and assist 
in importing, Sec. aa the cose may be] knowing the said D. 
E. was convicted and sentenced as aforesaid ; against the 
peace and contrary to the form and effect of a statute off 
this state, entitled, '' An act to prevent the importation of 
convicts," whereby the said D, E. became liable to forfeit 
and pay to the treasurer of this state the sum of three hun- 
dred and thirty -four dollars ; wherefore your complainant 
humbly prays that the said D. E. may be made to answer 
this complaint, and to do and suffer as to law and justice 
appertain. Dated, Sec. 

Complaint for unauthorized emisuon of Bills of Credit. 

To the Honorable Court, &c. 
Comes, &c. that A. B., C. D. y and E. F., all of G. in said 
county, being associated by the name and description of 
without special authority from the legislature of 
this state, first had and obtained for that purpose, did at 
G. aforesaid, on the day of presume to strike, 

emit, and put out one certain bill of credit, purporting to 
be of the value of * dollars, on a pretended fund, [or on 
the credit] of the said A. B. &c. by the name and descrip- 
tion aforesaid, to be used and improved as a genera! cur- 
rency, or medium of trade, as, and in lieu of money ; a* 
gainst the peace, and contrary to the form and effect of a 
certain statute of this state, entitled " An act to prevent 

R 2 
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parang counterfeit bills of credit, coins or currencies, and 
emitting and passing bills on private credit ; and to pre- 
vent injustice by passing counterfeit bill3 or coins."— 
Wherefore your complainant humbly prays that due pro- 
cess of law may issue against the said A. B. Sec. and eve- 
ry of them ; and that they and every of them may be made 
to answer, Sec. Dated, Sec. 

Complaint for uttering such unauthorized Bills. 

To, 8cc. comes, Sec. that A. B. of C. in said county, did 
at C. aforesaid, Sec. utter, vend or pass a certain bill or 
note, purporting to be of the value of dollars, which 
bill or note had been struck, emitted and put out on a 
fond, [or the credit] of D. JS., F. G., and //. /., associated 
by the name and description of without special au- 
thority from the legislature of this state therefor, to be us- 
ed and improved as a general currency or medium of 
trade, as, and in lieu of money against the peace, and 
contrary to the form, &c. 

Complaint for setting up a LoMcry\&c. 

To, jcc. comes, Sec. that A, B. of, Sec. did at C. afore- 
said, on, Sec. without special liberty from the general 
court, presume to set up a lottery, for the sale of goods, 
[or, to sell, put off, or vend a certain parcel, or quantity of 
goods, Sec. by way of lottery, or by wagers, or shooting, 
offer to sell, vend, put off, or dispose of three black tur- 
kies, then and there collected, and exposed to be won by 
shooting, or, set up a certain notification, Sec. as the case 
may del against the peace, and contrary to the form and ef- 
fect of a certain statute law of this state, entitled " An act 
for preventing and suppressing lotteries;" wherefore your 
complainant prays, Sec. 

For selling, &c. Lottery Tickets from other States. 

.To, Sec. comes, Sec. that A. B. of, Sec. at C. aforesaid 
jrithin this state, on, Sec. did sell and dispose of a certain 
lottery ticket, issued from or under the authority of the 
State of > by the name and description of the lot- 
tery, to D. E. of said C. for the sura of dollars ; [or 
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buy and purchase a certain lottery ticket, issued from and 
under the authority of the state of , by the name and 
description of the lottery, from D. E. of said C. for 
the sum of dollars] against the peace, and contrary to 
the form and effect of a certain statute of this state, enti- 
tled " An act for preventing and suppressing lotteries," 
wherefore, 8cc, 

Mother, on a late Statute. See Statutes B. Ji.fi. 102. 

That A. B. Sec. at C. aforesaid, within this state, on, 8cc. 
did open an office \*hofi or store'] for the purpose of selling, 
procuring, and dealing in certain lottery tickets, other 
than such as are issued and permitted to be sold by au- 
thority of the general assembly of this state, to wit : cer- 
tain tickets in a lottery by the name and description of the 
lottery, which* said lottery is not authorized by the 
general assembly of this state to issue tickets, nor are the 
said tickets by said authority permitted to be sold in this 
state ; and the said office [shop or store"} being so opened 
as aforesaid, did there, within this state, afterwards for a 
long time, to wit : from the day aforesaid to the 
day of last past, from day to day, for the purposes 

aforesaid, keep open, Sec. 

O^ did act as a broker, factor, or agent, in buying, sell- 
ing, and procuring to be bought and sold, and in effecting 
contracts in regard to the buying, selling and procuring 
to be bought and sold, certain lottery tickets, other than 
such as are issued, Sec. and certain parts, portions, and in- 
terests in said tickets ; to wit, ceitain tickets in a lottery, 
&c. as above. 

Or, did set up, exhibit and publish [or cause to be set 
up, exhibited and published,] a certain written [or printed] 
offer, and proposal to buy, [or sell, or procure, or effect any 
contract in regard to buying, selling, or procuring to be 
bought y or sold] certain lottery tickets other than such as 
are issued, &c. [or certain parts, portions, or interests in 
certain lottery tickets, &c] to wit, certain tickets in a lot- 
tery, &c [as above,] against the peace, and contrary tofh* 
form and effect of a certain statute law, of this state end- 
titled " An act to prevent the sale of lottery tickett within 
this state." 
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For firing guns, &c. on Training day 9. 

That A. B. of C. in said county, and belonging to a mi- 
litia company in said town, at C, aforesaid} on, &c. being 
a day of regimental) [battalion, or company, as the case is] 
military exercise [or review] duly appointed for that pur- 
pose* did fire a certain field-piece, [or, discharge his mus*- 
ket, or fristol ; or, suffer one D. E. to discharge, &c] with- 
out having any order from a commissioned officer therefor, 
against the peace, and contrary to the form and effect of 
a certain statute of this state, entitled " An act to prevent 
the firing of field-pieces, muskets and pistols on certain 
days." 

Complaint for importing) ife. an Indian f negro, or mulatto 

Slave. 

To, Sec. comes, Sec* that A. B. of C. in said county, at 
C. aforesaid, on, Stc. did in port one £>. an Indian [negro, 
or mulatto] slave into this state, by sea, from some place 
to the complainant unknown, to be. disposed of, left, and 
sold within this state [or received and purchased one D. 
an Indian [negro, or mulatto] slave from E. F. of said C 
for the price or sum of dollars, well knowing the 

■aid D. to have been unlawfully imported and brought in- 
to this state, by sea, from some place to the complainant 
unknown ; against the peace, and contrary to the form 
and effect of a certain statute law of this state, entitled 
" An act concerning Indians, mulattoes ; and negro ser- 
vants, and slaves." Wherefore, Sec. 

ComfUaint against Tavern-keeper for suffering Children OV. 

to tipple^ 

To, Sec. comes, Sec. that A. B. of C. in said county, did 
at C. aforesaid on, Sec. being a person duly licenced accor- 
ding to law, to keep a house of public entertainment, or 
tavern, in said town, suffer one D. E. the son of F. K. 
of said town, and a minor under the age of twenty-one 
years [or, one D. E. an apprentice, or servant to F..E. of 
said town, or, a negro] to sit drinking spiritous liquors, or 
strong drink, in his house, without special order, or allow- 
ance of the aaid F. E.—[or suffer clivers persons, viz. G. H , 
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I K and L. M. together with sundry others to your com- 
plainant unknown, being heads of families [or single per- 
sons, being boarders, or sojourners, or young fiersonsjor in- 
habitants tfsaid town, under the government of fiarents guar- 
dians or masters'] to convene and meet together in company 
in his house, being a house of public entertainment, or 
tavern, duly licenced, as aforesaid, in the evening of said 
day, being the evening next before [or, next following'] 
the Lord's day [or, public day of fasting] against the 
peace, in evil example to others in like cases to offend, 
and contrary to the form and effect of the statute entitfgd 
41 An act for licencing and regulating houses ofinfnTer- 
tainment, or taverns ; and for suppressing unlicenccd 
houses." Wherefore, &c. 

For being at a Tavern at an unseasonable time or hour* 

To, Sec. comes, &c. that A. B. an inhabitant of, or be- 
longing to said town, was at said C. on, Sec. and in the 
evening or night of, or next after said day, being the e- 
vening or night next before [pr y next after] the Lord's 
day, found in the house of D. E of said town, being a 
house of public entertainment, or tavern, duly licenced 
according to law ; — [or % on, Sec. and in the evening, or 
night, of, or next following the said day, at a late and un- 
seasonable hour, viz. after nine o'clock in the said night] 
there being no proper or sufficient reason, or extraordina- 
ry occasion for his being there at such time ; against the 
peace, in evil example, &c. and contrary to, Sec. 

Against a Tavern-keeper for suffering ti/ifiling in his housr. 

To, &c. comes, &c. that A. B. of, Sec. being a tavern- 
keeper, duly licenced to keep a house of public entertain- 
ment, or tavern, in said town, according to law, did, at 
C. aforesaid on, Sec. suffer one JD. E. an inhabitant of the 
said town of C.\or y who came there from the town of F. 
as the case may be] to sit drinking and tippling in his house, 
the same being licenced as aforesaid, [or f in a certain de- 
pendency of his said house, being licenced as aforesaid] 
and to continue there so drinking and tippling above the 
space of one hour, at one and the same time ; the said D. 
itaot being a traveller, nor upon business, nor having any 
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extraordinary occasions there. [Or, did at C aforesaid, 
on, Sec. suffer or permit one D. R. of said C. to drink 
rum, and other strong drink in his said house) being licen- 
ced as aforesaid [or, about his said house or, in a certain 
dependency, Sec ] although the said D. E. had long be- 
fore that time, viz. on, Sec. been publicly posted as a tav- 
ern-haunter, notice whereof had been duly giveo, and all 
persons forbidden to sell any spiritous liquors to the said 
D. E. or to suffer the said D. if- to have, or drink, any 
strong liquor, in or about their houses ; all which was 
well known to the said A. BJ] 

Or, [The offender being a tavern-keeper or not] that A. 
B. of C. in said county, at, Sec. on, Sec. did sell to [or, pro- 
cure for] one D. E. of said C. [or, did aid and assist in 
selling, or procuring, Sec] certain spiritous liquors, viz, 
one gill of rum, although the said A. B. had been inform- 
ed, and well knew that the said D. E. had long before the 
said day, viz. on, Sec. been publicly posted in said town, as 
an intemperate person, and that all persons were forbid- 
den, by certificate under the hands of the civil authority 
and selectmen in said town, to sell to, or procure for, said 
D. E. any spiritous liquors ; nor had the said A. B. any 
permission in writing from the said civil authority and se- 
lectmen, or either of them, to sell [or, procure for] the 
said D. E. the said gill of rum, as aforesaid ; against the 
peace, in evil example, &c. Sec. 

Complaint for selling spiritous liquors without licence. 

To, Sec. cbmes, Sec. that A, B. of, Sec. at C aforesaid, 
oj, &c. without being duly licenced to keep a house of 
public entertainment, according to the provisions of the 
act entitled u An act for licencing and regulating houses 
of public entertainment, and for suppressing unlicenced 
houses," and unmindful of the said law, and his duty in that 
respect, did presume tobea common victualler, or taverner, 
and did then and there, without licence as aforesaid, sell 
tc*be drank within his house at said C. [or, shop or, a cer- 
tain dependency of his said house, or shop] strong liquor, 
viz. one bottle of wine, [as the case may be] and the said 
bottle of wine, so unlawfully sold as aforesaid, did suffer 
then and there to be drank by one D. E. of said C. togeth- 
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er with other persons to the complainant unknown ; [if the 
offender have been convicted of the like offence before^ insert, 
the said A. B. having been once [or tivicc> Ifc ] before 
convicted of a like offence] against the peace, and in evil 
example to others to offend, and contrary to the form and 
effect of the statute aforesaid. Wherefore, &c. 

Note. 'It is made especially the duty of grand -jury -men to 
make diligent search and enquiry after all persons who are 
reputed to sell strong liquor by retail in small quantities, with- 
out licence % and make presentment of all such persons to the 
next assistant or justice of the peace ; and the oath of one 
credible witness is declared sufficient to convict any person 
of retailing strong liquor as aforesaid, contrary to law. 

Statutes B. i.p. 644, 6. 






Presentment of a Tavern-keeper to the County Court } by the 

constables and grand-jurors. 

To the Hon. County Court, &c. 

The subscribers, constables and grand-jurors in the town 
of A. in said county, on their oaths of office inform the 
said honorable court, and presentment make, that B. C. of 
said A. is a tavern-keeper, duly licenced to keep a house 
of public entertainment in said town, according to the 
provisions of the statute entitled " An act for licencing 
and regulating houses of public entertainment, and for 
suppressing unlicenced houses' 9 ; that the said B. C. was 
by the subscribers, on the day of last past, be- 

ing then and there licenced as aforesaid, duly warned to 
observe the requirements of the said act, and all other 
laws respecting the regulation of licenced houses ; and 
that he do not entertain any of the inhabitants of said 
town, contrary to law : And tfye subscribers do further 
present, that tlu*warning aforesaid notwithstanding, the 
said B. C. does not observe the laws aforesaid, nor keep 
due order in his said house : We the said constables and 
grand-jurors, do therefore, in pursuance t# the statute 
aforesaid, pray your honors, that the said B. C. mav be 
forthwith caused to appear before you, to answer to this 
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presentment) and be dealt with as by the saTd statute is 
provided. * 

Dated at A. this day of 18 . .1 ■«.. 

F. G.\ Constables. ;] 

H. I. I n A . 

yr j y Grand-jurors. 

Presentment of/ieraonh neglecting to enter Births, &c. fir 

Record. .** 

To A. B. Esq. one of the Justices of the peace, &c. 

Come C. D« and E. E. grand-jurymen of the tpwn of 
is. in said county, and on their office oath complaint and 
presentment make, that i^.G. of said town was married on 
the day of last past, and that although more 

than one month has elapsed since such marriage, the said 
A Cr. neglects to bring into the register of the said "town 
an account thereof for record, and hath continued to neg- 
lect so to do for months, next before the date here- 
of. 

[Or, that I<\ G. of said town, being a -parent and head of 
a family, did, on the day of last past, have a 

child born in his said family, and although more than one 
month has elapsed since such birth, the said E* G. neg- 
lects to bring in the name, &c.] 

[Or, that, &c. is a parent, master, executor, or admin- 
istrator, [as the case may be] and is thereby obliged by law 
to bring in to the register of said town, the names of such 
persons belonging to him, as either shall be born or die \ 
and although more than one month has elapsed since the 
death of H. J. which took place on the day of 
last past, and to whom the said E. G. was parent, master, 
executor or administrator, {as the case may be] the said E m 
G. neglects to bring in the name of the said person so 
dead ; whereby the said E. G. has forfeited to the treasu- 
rer of said town sixty-seven cents for each and every month 
he has so neglected as aforesaid, as is provided by a certain 
statute entitled " An act concerning Town Clerks' office 
and duty." We the said grand-jurymen therefore pray, 
Ac. Paced; &c. 
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Gmtftkdnt fir firofmt Qmearbtf or Ckning; f 

To, %c tomes, Ice* that A. B. of, tec at C aforesaid* 
en, Kc. did with force and arms, rashly, wickedly, and 
profanely swear by the holy name of God, by ottering and 
pronouncing the following wicked and profane oath £or 
curst] rpt. gee. [reciting tit word* opoken] all which is 
against toe peace, M) evil exempk to others, and against 
the form and effect of a certain statute entitled tt An act 
against profane cursing and swearing." 

Dated, Ice. 

* 

For freaking tht Peace. 

T#, to. comes, tic that A. B. oft tec at C. aforesaid, on, 
$tc. did, with force and arms, [an assault make and cam* 
mat in and upon the body of D* E. of said C then and there 
in the peace being, and him the said D. B. with like force 
and arms, ytfth Ssts* clubs, stages, spd other instruments 
or weapons, him the said D+ E. did beat, wound} six) iH- 
mtreat, and other wrongs and enormities then and there 
did, &c. ] 

[Or, contumeliously abuse and villify D. E. Esq. he the 
said D. E. then and there being an assistant of the state 
of Connecticut, and in the peace thereof— or a justice of 
the peace within and for the said county, and in the pease 
being, in this, to wit : that the said A. B. did then and 
there call the said 2). E. Esq. an ignorant fellow, a foot, 
kc. &c.] 

[Or, resist and oppose— or abuse and yiUify—D. E. of 
said C. he the said D.E. then and there .being sheriff of 
the said county— or, a deputy sheriff within said county— 
or j constable of the town of <?. aforesaid, a* the ctme may be* 
in the execution of his said office, and in the peace being, 
tec] all which is against the peace, in e-il example tooth* 
era in like case to offend, and contrary to the form sfld ef- 
fect of the statute entitled a An act against breaking the 
peace. Dated, tec. 

[Or, did, with force and arms, en assault secretly make 
and commit in and upon the body of D.E. of said C. he the 
said D. E. then and there in the peace being ; and him the 
said D. J£. with Jike force and arms, secretly, with clubs, 
swords, and other deadly instruments*) to \t*a\sK«m 3&. 

s 
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beat, wound, bruise, and greatly hurt, as bj. the wounds 
and bruises upon the body of the said D. E. to be shewn 
to the said [assistant, or] justice, and the examination up- 
on oath of the said D. E. will more fully appear rand oth- 
er wrongs, fee. all which is against the peace, and contra 1 ' 
ry to the form and effect of the statute entitled, " An acf 
against breaking the peace"; and more particularly a sec* 
tion of the said statute " for the detection and punishibgfcf 
secret assaults." 

For Drunkenness. » 

At, Sec. on, Sec. was found drunken, so that by reason 
thereof, in consequence of an excessive and intemperate, 
use of strong spiritous liquors, he then and there became 
bereaved, and disabled in the use of his reason and under*- 
standing, appearing in his speech, gesture and behaviour;' 
which is against the peace, in evil example to others, andf 
contrary to the form and effect of the statute entitled (< stf 
act for the punishment of drunkenness " fee. 

For Theft. 

At, Sec. on, Sec. did feloniously take, steal, and carry a- 
way from the dwelling-house of D. E. in said C. [describe 
the articles stolen'] of the value of, &c. the property of the 
said JD. E. and in his peaceable possession then and there 
being, without the knowledge and consent of the said D. 
E. and with intent to steal the same ; which is against the 
peace, and contrary to the form and effect of a certain 
statute law of this state, entitled " An act for the punish* 
ment of Theft.^ 

For informations against breaches of Sabbath, see Ty- 

TSINGMEN. 



THE POWER AND DUTY OF TYTHINGMEN.. 

The duties of this office relate exclusively to the pre- 
vention and suppression of offences against the laws for 
the due observance of the Sabbath, and seasons of public 
worship, and the more effectual enforcement and cxeca* 
tion of those laws. _'"; 
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By the 13th section of the statute " for the due observ- 
ation of the Sabbath or Lord's day," it is enacted. 

" That each town in this state, at their annual meeting 
in [November or] December* shall choose two or more Ty- 
thingrtien, in each society for divine worship in such town t 
who shall be sworn to a faithful discharge of the office/' 
See Oaths, part first. v 

By the statute "for the more effectual putting in execu- 
tion the laws against vice, imtaorality and profaneness, 
and for promoting christian knowledge," it is made the 
duty of Ty thingmen, with the justices of the peace, grand 
jurats, and constables in the respective towns in this state, 
to meet on the first Monday of January and third Monday 
of June annually, at the place where their annual town meet- 
ings are held, or some other place by them appointed) there 
to advise, consider, and use their joint interest for the above 
purposes ; and for the due execution of all the laws of this 
state, to which their respective offices have relation. And 
it is particularly required of the constables, grand-jurymen,, 
and tythingmen in the respective towns, to make diligent 
search after, and presentment of all the breaches of the 
laws which relate to their offices respectively. . 

Statutes B. i.fi. 577 and 672. 

By the aforesaid statute for the observation of the Sab- 
bath it is provided, that all and every person and persons 
in this state shall, on the Lord's day, carefully apply them- 
selves to the duties of religion and piety, publicly and pri- 
vately ; and whatsoever person shall not duly attend the 
public worship of God on the Lord's day, in some congre- 
gation allowed by law, provided there be any on which he 
can conscientiously and conveniently attend, unless hin- 
dered by sickness, or otherwise necessarily prevented, 
shall for every such offence, pay a fine of fifty cents ; and 
being presented to authority, shall be deemed guilty there- 
of, if such person shall not be able to prove to the satis- 
faction of such authority, that he or she has attended the 
said worship. 

That no person shall keep open his or her shop, ware- 
house, or work-house ; nor shall upon land or water do any 
maKer of secular business, work or labor (works of neces- 
sit)ror mercy excepted) nor be present at any concert of 
music, dancing, or any public &u«cwm^^q&'W'i <r *sfcst- 



2M T* UUNOXSVv (tv*? //• 

tainment ; nor use-any sport, game, play, or recrea£oo on 
the Lord's day, or say part thereof, upon penalty that i?t^ 
XJ person so offending shall pay a fine not exceeding iArw 
dollar* and thirty-four cents, nor less than one dollar anf 
sixty-seven cent*. , 

lliat no traveller, drover, waggoner, teamster, or any 
of their servants, shall travel on the Lord's day, (except 
from necessity or pharity) on penalty of forfeiting a sua 
not exceeding three dollar* and thirty 'four cents, nor fes% 
than one dollar and sixty -seven cents. 

That no persons shall convene and meet together hi 
company or companies in the streets, or e!sewhere,Au>r 
go from his or her place of abode on the Lord's day, un- 
less to attend upon the public worship of God, or son* 
work of necessity or mercy, on penalty of eighty-four cents* 

That no innholder, or other person keeping a house of 
public entertainment, shall entertain, or suffer any of th% 
inhabitants of the respective towns where they dwell* of 
others, not being strangers or lodgers in such {houses, to 
abide or remain in their houses, or any of the dependen- 
cies thereof drinking, or idly spending their time on Sat* 
urday night after sun-set, or on the Lord's day, «r 
on the evening following, upon the penalty of eighty four 
cents i and also every person that shall be found there, so 
spending his time, or drinking, shall forfeit the sum of 
eighty-four cents. 

Provided, That all presentments or informations against 
any persons for any of the aforementioned offences, be 
made within one month after the commission thereof. 

No warning or notification of any meeting or businees 
of a secular nature shall be set up, or fixed on the door or 
other part of any meeting-house for public worship, so as 
to remain there on the Lord's day, or any fast or thanks- 
giving day, on penalty of eighty four cents* to be paid by 
the person who shall have set up the same, or ordered k 
to be set up. And it is the duty of the gran&jurors, con- 
stables, and tythingmen in such town, to pull down and 
destroy the same. 

Mo vessel shall unnecessarily depart out of any haitor, 
or port, creek or river, within this state, on the Lord's day ; 
or sail, or pass by any town or society on Connecticut riv- 
er, where the public worship of God is m ai nta i ne d ; wr 
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weigh anchor within two miles of such place, unless to get 
nearer thereto, on the Lord's day, any time between the 
morning-light and the setting iron, on penalty that the 
master of every such vessel shall, for every such offence, 
forfeit Jive dollar 8. 

r If any person on the Lord's day, or any other time, shall 
wiffidly interrupt, or disturb any assembly of people met 
&? the public worship of God, within the place of their as- 
sembling, of out of it ; each person so offeriding, shall 
pay a fine not exceeding thirty-Jbur dollars, nor less than 
three dollar* thirty-four cent: 

\ And any person who shall behave rudely i or in decent- 
ly* within the house where any congregation are met for 
ptt&lk Worship, shall pay a fine not exceeding seven dot* 
Ato^tiftr less than eighty-fowPccnt*. '*" . 

T- If Ufliy civil process -shall be issued, or served on the 
libra?* day, it shall be void, and of no effect : and the of- 
fcer who ahall serve the -same on said day, shall pajh a 
fine of one dollar and sixty -seven cents, .and all damage 
that shall accrue to any person thereby. 
>The grand-jurymen, constables, and tythingmen of 
each: town shall carefully inspect the hehaviour of all 
persons on the Sabbath or Lord's day ; and especially be- 
tween the meetings for divine worship on said day, wheth- 
er 'ia* the place of such public worship, or elsewhere; 
and due presentment make of any profanation of the wor- 
ship of God on the Lord's day, or any day of public fast 
or thanksgiving ; and of every breach of Sabbath which 
they or any of them shall see or discover any person to be 
guilty of, to the next assistant or justice of the peace, who 
k impowered to proceed therein as the nature of the of- 
fence requires. 

*■ Every grand-juryman, tythingman, or constable' shall 
be allowed tfdrty»four cents "per diem for each day Tie 
fcpenda in prosecuting such offenders, to be paid by the 
person offending, or the parent, guardian, or- master of 
euch person when under age. And all fines imposed for 
the breach of the said act on minors, shall be paid by their 
parents, guardians, or masters, if any be ; otherwise such 
minor to be disposed of in service to answer the same. 
And upon refusal or neglect of paying such fines an8 
costs; the offender may be committed ; unless he 1>e a 

s2 



2ir TtTXiircMftH; lN**\tf* 

minor, in Which case the executicnr for Unr^M ted cost 
shall be issued against his pares*, guardian, or roaster, 
after the expiration of one month next after the convic- 
Uea of such minor, and not sooner. ■ » : * 

Provided, No person prosecuted on the said act shall* 
be charged wkh more thafefor one person presences;' 
him for such offence. ...-.:. j-.nu^ 

Whatsoever person shaH ha coo? icted of any po fem a q 
ation of the Lord's day, or of anydbm rbanoc of any eo**i 
gregatien allowed for the wotohfy df God, during -tie* 
Ihneof their assembling for, or attending en suetr wortf 
strip and shall, being fined for such offence* *egtocft*rr 
refuse to pay the same, or fo present estate for that prim 
peee i the court, assistant, or justice before wheat com 
tietkxi is had, may sentence^uch ofifeade? to he whipp**** 
|is* exceeding twemy stripes | respect being had so 'the 
ftfctnre and aggravation of the offence. - --» ''-■> Of ■» 

No person confided of aay of the offences * «fai o Ai)» 
jo the said act, are allowed any appeal. ^ s - -i ; ■' 

But if any children under the age of fourteen years, 
shaH beoonvicted of such profanation, or disturbance, they 
shaH be punished therefor by their parent's, guardian's, 
or master's giving them due correction in the presence 
of seme officer, if the authority so appoint) and in no eth- 
er way ; and if snch parent, guardian, or master shall ro-r 
fine or neglect to giro such due correction, JWaJF, 
each parent, guardian, or master shall incur the ; p*atf|jr 
Q$Afty cents. ■■".'*:,.* 

Every sheriff, constable, grand-juror, and tythjuigmaji 
jaempowered and directed, without warrant, to apprehend 
and carry before the next assistant* or justice of the 
peace, all persons transgressing the said law as aforeeali* 
Provided they be taken upon sight, or present inform** mm 
of others, and to command all necessary assistance there* 
for. And persons so commanded who refuse or negleex 
to obey, are subjected to the same pains and pantile* aw 
for refusing to assist sheriffs, fcc. ia thctXOQqfaw*! teif 
office, £w. B, f. fi. 577-**** . 
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Ufitrmttrnfor not attending Public WanMfl. 

Yd wf. ^.Justice of the peace (br the county of C. ' 

- Comet/)* E. one of the ty thingmen io the town of F; 
io said county* and on hit oath of office complain* and in- 
form that G. H* of said F. within one month next pre- 
ceding the date hereof, regardless of hit duty, in tho 
premises, and the la wain tjiat case provided!, and not -be- 
ing hindered by sickness, or otherwise necessary pre^ 
vented, hat not duly attended the public worship of Goo\ 
on the Lord's day, in tome congregation allowed by lawiit 
although there are those on which he can, conscientiously . 
and conveniently attend ; but for a long time hath r viz*- 
four Sabbaths, or Lord's days last pasty. at F. aforesaid 
tyigksted**fid still continue*** neglect to to da j against 
the peace, in evil. example toothers to offend, and con* 
trary to the form and effect of the statute entitled " Ai% 
net for the due obserration of the Sabbath, or Lord's day.' F 
Dated at F. the day of 18 . 

A. B. Tythingsnanr 

» . 

<.- For Jkeejiing ofic* Skofo&j?.^- ■ " 

Toy fee. comes, fee. that G. ft. of, Sec. regardless of 
fiftdWf hennti, and the laws in such case provided, and 
paVtrctiWrly of a certain statate of this* state entitled " AW 
act for ihe due observation of the Sabbath, or Lord** day,** 
did at F. r aforesaid, within one month pext preceding thtf 
Ate hereof, to wit, on, fcc. being the Sabbath, or Lord's day* 
[kee> open his shop, ware-house, or work-house, a§ the 
c&t may hc!\ ' 

■* £Of, do- and transact certain business, work, and labour* 
of a Secular nature, the tame not being of necessity or 
matey* viz. digging post holes for a Fence, and erecting 
sJhe tame* or* o» the rote may be.\ 

Xpr 9 attend and be present at a concert of music— dan- 
ting— -public diversion— .show— or entertainment] 

[Or, use and recreate himself with a certaiir sport— 
gftmc— or play— Yix. dice, cards, fcc, as the case may Je.jj 
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{Or, travel with a drove of cattle, Ice— -^ajJg6ii-*-teatn, 
Sec— the same not being of necessity or charity] against 
the peace in evil example to others in like case to offend, 
and contrary to the form and effect of the statute afore- 
said. 

For unlawful meeting* in the streets, Wc* . ■ ; 

' That A. B , C. D. and E. F. of said G. together with 
others to the informant unknown, not regarding the So- 
lemnity of the LorcTs day, nor the laws in that case pro- 
vided, did at 6. aforesaid, within one month next preced- 
ing the date hereof, viz. on, Sec. being the Sabbath': or 
Lord's day, convene and meet together in the streets-^-or 
in the fields— or, as the casefiay be?- -the same not being 
to attend upon the public worship of God, or some work 
of necessity or mercy, but for secular and unlawful. pur- 
poses — or vain and unseasonable amusements— <as tfc 
case may be ; against the peace, in evil example to others, 
and contrary to the form and effect of the statute of this 
State entitled, 6cc. 

Against a Tavern*kceficrfor entertaining inliabitants on the 

Sabbath, &c. . .... 

L That A. B. of C. in said county being an inn-holder, 
and, duty licenced to keep a house of public entertain-, 
ment in said town, did at C. aforesaid, within one month' 
next before the date hereof, viz. on the day of f 

last past, being the Sabbath, or Lord's day. 

[Or, within one month, &c. viz. on, &c. being Satur- 
day, and in the evening of, or night following said day^ 
softer sun-set— Or, being the Sabbath, or Lord's day, and 
in the evening of, or following the same] entertain and 
suffer D. E., F. G. and H. I. inhabitants of the said town 
[or as the case may be] and not being strangers or lodgers 
in his said house, to abide and remain in his said house, 
being a house of public entertainment as aforesaid-— [or, 
in a certain dependency of his said house as the case is] 
drinking, or idly spending their time ; against the peace 
and contrary to the form and effect of a certain statute, 
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That, Set. at, fee. on, Sec. did set up on the door, \6r 
other part] of the meeting-house for public worship in said 
town; a certain warning, or notification in writing, of* ot 
relating to business of a secular nature* viz, a meet- 
ing of a certain company, &c.«— or the public sale o£ &c. 
[as the case may be] so as to remain there on the Lord's 
day ^ or, a public fast-day, or thanksgiving day ; against 
the peace, and contrary to the form and effect of the stat* 
ute of this state, entitled, &c. 

Against $ Master tfa Vessel for Baiting out of Port, tfc. 

That A. B. of C. in said county, being the master an*) 
Obtnmander of a certain vessel called the at, Ac. on, 
8te. the said vessel then and there lying and being in th6 
harbour, or port of said C, or, in the creek, or river, called! 
and known by the narrie of and then and there solving 
and being in the said harbour or port, creek or river, he 
the said A. B. being master as aforesaid, with said ves^ 
sel did then and there, viz. on the day aforesaid, being the 
Sabbath, or Lord's day, and between the morning-light 
and the setting-sun on said day, unnecessarily depart out 
of said harbour or port, creek or river, to some place to 
the complainant unknown, Sec. 

[Or, being the master, Sec. the said vessel then and 
there, to wit, on the day aforesaid, being the Sabbath or 
Lord's day, and between the morning-light and the set- 
ting-sun on said day, in and upon the Waters of the Con- 
necticut river, so called, within this state, being at anchor, 
within two miles of the town of D. in the county of E. 
the said D. being situated on, or by the side of said Con- 
necticut river, within this state, [#r, the society of, 8cc.] 
and where the public worship of God is regularly main- 
tained, he the said A. B. being master and commander, 
as aforesaid, did then and there unnecessarily weigh the 
anchor of the said vessel, to remove the sarnie from hi* an- 
choring ground; and the said anchor being so weighed* 
did, then and there, with the said vessel, unnecessarily re- 
move and sail to some place, not nearer to the said D. but 
in a direction different and remote therefrom, and to the 
informant unknown, fcc] 
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[Or, being under sail, he the said A. B. being master, 
Sec. did then and there, with the said.vessel, unnecessarily, 
sail or pass by the town of D. in the county of.fi. the said 
£>. being situated on, or by the side of the Connecticut riy* 
er, so called, within this state, and where the public wor- 
ship of God is regularly maintained] to the disturbance 
and interruption of the solemn duties of the said day a- 
gainst the peace, in evil example to others to offend, tiai 
contrary to the form and effect, Sec. ' * 

For disturbing Public Wbrshift. 

That A. B. of C. in said county, at C. aforesaid, on, See. 
[being t(ie Sabbath, or Lord's day, or, a day of public 
fasting, or, thanksgiving or other religipus occasion, as the, 
case may be] did wilfully interrupt and disturb an assem- 
bly of people, then and there met for the public worship 
of God, to wit, at the meeting-hou«e in 6aid town, he the 
said A. B. being then and there within [or, on the out- 
side, and near to] the said meeting-house, or, place of 
their assembling, and during the said worship, Sec. 

[Or, being then and there present within the meeting- 
house [or, other place,] in said town, where a congregation 
of religious people were met for public worship, and dur- 
ing the said worship, did then and there behave himself 
rudely and indecently ;] to the great disturbance of the* 
said assembly, or congregation, against the peace, in evil 
example to others, and contrary to the form and effect of 
a certajn statute, &c. 

Against an officer for serving civil fir oeess, bearing date on 

the Lortfs day, l?c. 

That A. B, of C. inlaid county, being sheriff of the said 
county, [or, a deputy sheriff within the said county, or, a 
constable of the said town of C. as the case is,] and author- 
ized and empowered to serve civil process within the said, 
county, [or, town,] duly issued according to law, did at C. 
aforesaid, on, Sec. being the Sabbath, or Lord's day, serve 
and execute a certain writ of summons, in a civil action, in 
favour of one F. G. of said C. by then and there reading 
the same in the hearing of one D. £. of said C. the said 
writ being in the form of a good and sufficient writ of sum- 
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mons, in a civil action; and subscribed by a civil magis- 
trate, duly authorized to subscribe and issue writs in civ- 
il actions, and bearing date on' the day of 
last past, which said last mentioned day was the Sab- 
bath, or Lord's day, whereby the said writ became void 
and of no effect in law, &c. ■ / 

[Or, if the said writ bear date other than the Lord's day, 
instead of saying " and bearing date," ad</»— • and the said 
writ being so as aforesaid served by the said A. B. on the 
Sabbath, or Lord's day, became thereby void and of no .ef- 
fect in law]— all which is against the peace, and contrary 
to the form and effect of a certain statute, fee. 

Jfote. If the process sued, be an attachment, vary the- 
discretion accordingly. 



Against a person for profaning the Lord's day. 

That A. B. of C. in said county, at C. aforesaid, on. Sec. 
being the Sabbath, or Lord's day [or, public fast, &c] not 
having a due sense of the solemnity of the said day, did 
then and there profane the same, by loud and obscene 
conversation and behavior between the meetings for di- 
vine worship— wrestling, scuffling, leaping, and using im- 
proper and indecent exercises, travelling upon the public 
highways^ upon secular business, [or, vain amusement,] 
not being of necessity, mercy, or charity ; against the 
peace, and contrary to the form and effect of a certain 
statute, &c. 
. For Tythingmen's oath see Oaths, in part first. 



HAYWARDS. 

The duty pertaining to this office is contained in very, 
narrow limits, and will be found under the title Swink ? 
in part first. *. 

for* the Hay ward's oath, see Oaths in part first. 



< 
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CAUCERS. 

The appointment and duty of this officer will lie fang 
detailed in the statute authorizing his appointment, under 
the title Casks, in part fisst— Por the oath of office, ate 
Oatms, in the same part. 

SURVEYORS AND PACKERS OF TOBAf$Q. 

The duties of this officer result from the remains of the 
Statute entitled " An act for the inspection of Provisions 
and other articles of Commerce ;" and seem at present to 
apply only to the article of tobacco. 

By that statute, as new modified and altered, the civil 
authority and selectmen of the several towns in which the 
article of tobacco is put up, or from which it is exported, 
are authorised and directed to appoint some meet-person 
or persons to be surveyors and packers of tobacco, who 
shall be sworn to a faithful discharge of their office, in the 
same manner, mutatis mutandis, as is fay law prescribed, 
for surveyors of highways, Sec. 

Each surveyor and packer of tobacoo shall careful!/ 
survey and search the tobacco by him to be packed, and 
shall cull out and separate all such hands of tobacco as 
shall be in any way damaged ; and shall not pack or press 
any tobacco but such as shall be sound, well ripened, suf- 
ficiently cured, and every way good and merchantable.—- 
And he is to brand on the head of each cask by him pack- 
ed as aforesaid, the initial letter of his christian name, and 
his sur-name at full length, and the name of the town 
where the same shall be inspected. 

Surveyors and packers of tobacco are entitled to receive 
for their services, the following fee or reward, to wit. 

For searching, packing and pressing every hundred 
Weight of tobacco, eight cents and three mills ; and Jour 
tents and two mills per mile travel to perform said service. 

Every such packer shall give to any person who shall 
employ him to do the said service, a certificate that the 
said tobacco has been inspected, packed and branded, con- 
formably to law, without any additional fee or reward. 

Statutes B 9 i.fi. 395, 6. 
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■y INSPECTORS OF FLOUR, fcc. 

- The statute relating to the inspection of provision** 
mentioned in thtf foregoing article, further provides, that 
Inspectors of Flour, Pot and Pearl-ashes, Butter anft 
Lard, Kiln-dried Corn-meal, and Lumber, shall be ap- 
pointed by the civil authority and selectmen in the sever* 
al towns, and byjthe mayor, aldermen, and common coun- 
cifih- the several cities, in /which those articles ire put 
up, or from whac^i- they are exported ; who shall be sworn 
as other ordinary town-officers. 

■*r The followftig fa an abstract of the provisions of that 
statute in relation to the duties of the several inspector*. 

"■■■»* .•• Ftou*. " 

•>. ■ ■ * 
7 , There shall .be two qualities of flour, distinguished 

.by i\it names of superfine and fine ; and the manufac- 
turer of said flour shall on one of the heads of each cask 
brand the initial letter of his christian name, and his sur- 
name at full length ; and he shall also brand thereon these 
words, StJPER&NE, or Fivb, according to the quality for 
which he shall have packed it ; which brand shall remain, 
J£.ou inspection, the flour appears to be of the quality 
marked ; but if it appears not to be of the quality marked, 
the inspector shall erase the mark, and brand on each 
cask, the real quality of the flour. 

.All barrels containing flour for exportation, «hall be 
well made, and trimmed with at least ten hoops ; shall be 
tared, on one head, and shall contain one hundred and 
ninety-six pounds of flour, which shall be branded in.fig- 
ures 196 on one of the heads. 

k . Flour is to be inspected only in the town from whence 
if is exported. . 

.. Fees for inspecting and branding every cask of flour 
Iftpo tents and eight milk* , 

For AND Pearl-ashes. 

All casks for Pot or Pearl-ashes shall be of the follow- 
ing dimensions, viz. twenty-nine inches in length, and 
nineteen inches in diameter at each head, made of white 
oak starts and heading, sound and tight; and trbnmed 

T 
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with at least eighteen hoops ; and the tare of each- cask 
shall be at least fourteen per cent on the weight of such 
cask and its content!. . 

Pot and Pearl-ashes are to be inspected only in the town 
from whence t v \ &re exported. 

And the inspector shall brand on the head of every 
barrel or cask by him packed, the initial letter of his chris- 
tian name, and his snr-uame at full length, and the name 
of the town where the same is inspected, and also the kind 
and quality of the Pot and Pearl-ashes, with the weight 
and tare marked on one head. 

Fees for inspecting, branding, and heading each bar- 
rel or cask of pot or pearl-ashes, seventeen cents. 

ButfRR and Lard. 

'All casks for Butter, or Hog's Lard, sliall be made of 
■good white-oak timber, and be full trimmed, and shall 
not contain more than sixty pounds weight ; and the 
fare of each cask shall be marked on one of the heads 
thereof. : 

Fees for inspecting and branding every keg of Butter or 
Hog's lard three cents. 

Certificates of inspection are to be given when required, 
without any additional fee or reward. 

Kiln-dried Cobs-meal. . 

All Corn-meal, manufactured and put up for exporta- 
tion to any foreign market, shall be made of corn kiln-dri- 
ed, and properly ground, bolted, and cooled, before pack- 
ed ; and all casks used for putting up such meal, shall be 
barrels, well made of seasoned timber, and trimmed with 
at least ten hoops ; or hogsheads made of good white-oak 
fttayes and heading, clear of sap and well seasoned, suita- 
ble for holding spirits ; or of other oak timber well sea- 
soned, with pine heads,.and suitable for holding molasses ; 
and all such hogsheads shall be well trimmed with at 
least sixteen hoops, and shall be of the capacity of at 
least one hundred and ten gallons. 
f Every manufacturer of such meal, put up for exporta- 
tion shall pack in each barrel one hundred and ninety-six, 
and in each hogshead at least seven hundred pounds, and 



far* u.\ Lumber. 21-9 

shall on one of the heads of each cask, mark the tare of 
the cask, and the quality, and brand the same with the 
letters B. K. D. M. and the initial letter of his chris- 
tian name, and his sur-name at full length. 

The inspector shall brand on the head of every cask 
by him inspectori, the initial letter of his christian name, 
and his sur-name at full length, and the name of the town 
where the same has been inspected, and the word Inspect- 
ed ; and shall be entitled to receive for his fees, three cento 
for each barrel, and six cent* for each hogshead by him so 
inspected and branded. 

Lumber. 

The dimensions of the several sorts of timber for ex- 
portation hereafter mentioned, shall be as follows, viz. all 
white-oak pipe staves, four feet eight inches long, and 
three inches and an half in width ; white-oak hogshead 
staves, three and an half feet long, and three and an half 
inches wide ; white-oak barrel staves, two feet and an 
half long, and three and an half inches wide ; white-oak 
hogshead heading two and an half feet long, and six inch- 
es in width, and all free from sap. All black or red-oak 
hogshead staves, shall be three and an half feet long, and 
three and an half inches wide ; all sugar hogshead staves 
shall be four feet and seven inches long, and three and 
an half inches wide ; and all staves and heading shall 
not be less than five eighths of an inch thick, on the thin- 
nest side. 

All cedar and pine shingles shall not be less than one 
foot and six inches long, four inches wide, and five- 
eighths of an inch in thickness at the but. And no pine 
boards shall be deemed merchantable, unless the same are 
one inch thick and square edged. 

And every inspector of lumber shall be entitled to re- 
ceive the following fees, viz. For inspecting every thou- 
sand of staves and heading, twenty-Jive cent* ; for each 
thousand of boards, thirteen cents ; and for each thousand 
of shingles, four cents and two mills ; one half to be paid 
by the purchaser, and the other half by the seller. 

Statutes B. i. fl. 394, fee. 
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SEALERS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

This officer is to be annually chosen at the annua! 
town meeting for the choice of town-officers, and is to b& 
sworn as other ordinary town-officers. For the form of 
the oath, see the title Oaths, in part first. 

The weights and measures which are the subject of his: 
duties, will be found enumerated under the title Wtto*f tf 
and Measures, under the general title Selectman, 
whose dpty it is to provide them. 

The sealers of weights and measures in each town shall 
have the custody and safe keeping of the weights and 
measures belonging to the town respectively ; and it shall 
be their duty once in every year to try the several weights, 
steel-yards, and measures, that are used and improved 
by any person or persons in such town, by the town-stan- 
dards ; to deface or destroy all such as cannot be brought 
equal with the standard, and to seal with the capital let- 
ter initial in the name of the town, all such as are found 
orjnade true ; and such sealer, shall some time in the 
iqoBth tfjfftril yearly, give notice in writing to the inhab- 
itant* of the town, posted on the sign-post, and other pub- 
lic places in the town, to bring their steel-yards, weights 
and measures, at time and place therein fixed, to be tried 
and sealed. And if any person or persons, shall for the. 
purpose of buying or selling, use any weight or measure 
until the same shall have been sealed in the manner 
aforesaid, each person so offending, shall for every such 
offence forfeit the sum of two dollars, one half for the ben- 
efit of the town in which such offence shall be committed) 
and the other half for the benefit of the sealer of weights 
and measures^ whose- duty it shall be to prosecute the 
same to effect. 

Every sealer who shall neglect the duties required of 
him by law, shall forfeit the sum otjivc dollars for every 
such neglect, to the town treasury. 

Form of notice to bring in Steel-yards )&c. to Seal* 

The inhabitants of the town of A. are hereby notifie'd 
that the subscriber, being sealer of weights and measures 
[or sealer of weights, or measures— vtherc the office i* 



rd*r »J S»t-Xsx»u£ til 

•pidtdi os the cam may be] for" the current f ea* f wili attend 
inpon the duties of hi* said. office, at in said town* 

potbe day of .^rrtf instant, at o'clock, in the 

noon ; when and where the said inhabitants) having 
Meel-farda, weights and measures to be sealed, are re* 
quested to bring them to be tried and seated* 
Dated at A. this : day of Afxrii 18 . 

B. C. Sealer, fee. 



SEALERS OF LEATHER. 

The law prescribing the duties of this officer being re- 
pealed) the office is of course become extinct. 



KEY-KEEPERS. 

This officer is likewise annually to be chosen at the an- 
nual meeting for the choice of town-officers, by the seve- 
ral towns, without limitation as to the number to be cho- 
sen. 

His only duty seems to be that of the custody of the 
Pound in the town wherein he is chosen, and of such 
creatures as may be there impounded, with the care of 
feeding, fee. 

If no owner appear, in case of sheep and swine that 
are impounded, in eight days after being cried and posted, 
and in twenty days after such crying and posting, Sec. in 
case of horses, cattle, fee. then so many of the said crea- 
tures shall be sold by the constable at an out-cry, as may 1 
be sufficient to satisfy the damage and poundage, and for 
meat and water, with the charges of crying and selling. 

If any person, whose creatures are impounded, and the 
owner thereof notified, shall not within twenty-four hours 
after such notice, either replevy or redeem the same, every 
such person shf\U forfeit seventeen cents per head for eve- 
ry beas^ so suffered to remain in pound ; and the same 
sum for each day after the first which they shall be so suf- 
fered to continue in pound, besides all necessary charges 
the pound-keeper shall be at in providing and giving meat 
and water to such creatures. Which forfeiture shall be- 
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long one half to the pound-keeper, and the other half to 
the town treasury ; just -damages and poundage being 
first paid ; which shall be done before said creatures shall 
be released out of pound. 

The fee to be paid by the owners of aH «*£ Acfrjfei} 
cattle, sheep and swine, as shall be taken damage feassat 
and impounded, shall be as follows : For alf hones, 
horse-kind, and neat cattle, eleven cents per head e For 
all sheep, one cent and four mills per head : and for all 
swine eleven cente per head ; whereof three quarter* thill 
be to the impounder, and one quarter to the keeper of the 
key. Statute A J. ft, 5 5 5, fee. 
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THE POWERS ANI* DUTIES OF RELIGIOUS 

SOCIETIES. 

The state is divided into certain districts, called socie- 
ties, which have the power of assembling, of holding an* 
nual meetings, of appointing a clerk, treasurer and com- 
mittee, of laying taxes, and appointing a collector to cot* 
lect them. They are also empowered to build houses of 
•public worship ; contract with, settle and support minis* 
ters of the gospel, Sec. the several provisions for which 
will be found in the.statutes herein recited, or refered to. 

An Act for forming, ordering, and regulating Societies. 

§ 1. Be it enacted by the Governor and Council and 
Howe of Representatives in General Court auemblea\ That 
the settled and approved inhabitants, qualified as is here* 
after in this act provided, in each respective society 
made, or that shall be made, and constituted by this as^ 
sembly, shall meet and assemble annually together, som<f 
time in the month of December, or in any other month f 
the year, as they shall judge most convenient, at some; 
place in such society, according to the notice thereof, t<< 
be given them at least five days before such meeting, bt 
the committee for ordering the affairs of the society or fo> 
Want of such committee, by the clerk of the society. 

§2. And the inhabitants being legally assembled, an 
empowered by the vote of the major part of them pres- 
. ent, to choose a moderator, a society clerk, and three o* 
more discreet, able inhabitants to be a committee to o] 
icr the affairs of the society for the year ensuing ; whicb 
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clerk shall take Che oath by law provided for society 
clerks ; and being so qualified, shall have the same pow- 
ers and authorities, as to the' business of the said society, 
as the town clerks have in the respective towns ; and his 
doings shall be as effectual in law. And the said society 
clerk, being chosen and sworn, Shall continue in his office 
until another be chosen and sworn in his room. 

§ 3. And also to> choose a society treasurer, who shall 
be under the same regulation, and have the same power 
and authority in said societies, as town treasurers have in 
their respective towns. 

$ 4. And also the said inhabitants in their lawful meet- 
ings, by their major vote, atf aforesaid, shall have power 
to grant and lay such rates and taxes on the inhabitants 
of such society, and others by law rateable by such society, 
for the raising such sum or sums of money, as may be 
needed for the support of the ministry, and school thcTfci 
and other matters necessary for them to do ; and to appoint 
committees for such purposes as their occasions call fbr } 
as the law directs : And to choose and appoint a collec- 
tor or collectors for the gathering such rates and taxes. 
And every collector so chosen that shall refuse to serve, 
shall suffer the same penalty as is provided by law in case 
of town-officers refusing to serve in the offices to which; 

hey are chosen. 

§ 5. That when any society or societies are legally set 
. ff in any town or towns in this state, whereby such town 

r towns are divided into separate societies, such new so- 

iety so set off, and also the remaining part or first soci- 
ety in any town may, in order to their being formed and 

irnished with proper officers) warn their first meeting 
n the following manner, viz. An assistant or justice of 

ie peace, togther with three principal inhabitants in any 
.. ich first society, or in any such other society set off as 
r. bresaid, shall grant a warrant under their hands, to some 
l roper person by them deputed to warn all the inhabit- 
ants in the limits of such first or other society, to meet 

. gether at such time and place as they shall appoint : the 

*: id warning to be given five days before such meeting ; 

a id being so met, shall and may act and do all and every 

ing lawful and proper for a society to do, as before in this 

t is provided. 
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Mte. In the case of Huntington, &c. v. Carpenter, 
Superior Court, New-London County, March Term 
1786, it was adjudged that . 

" Each town in this state, not divided into parishes, is, 
by law, a corporation for. ecclesiastical purposes, as well 
as civil ; and hath power, in either capacity, to acquire 
arid hold estates." 

" The name and description by which they receive es- 
tates, and transact business, in their ecclesiastical and 
civil capacity, is the same, viz. "The inhabitant* of tht 
town off* Wc. 

" When part of the*inhabitanta of a town are consti* 
tuted a new parish, or society, the remaining inhabitants 
ere by law considered (for ecclesiastical purposes) as the 
same corporation/' Kirby'a Report*, fl. 46. 

- $ 6. That such inhabitants of towns and societies aa 
have obtained, or hereafter shall obtain liberty of the gem 
era! assembly to procure, and have the-- preaching of the 
godpel among themselves for certain months in the year, 
distinct and separate from the established place of wor» 
ship in such town or society to which they belong, shall 
and may, when and so often as there may be occasion* 
meet together at such time and place as shall be appoint* 
ed, and according to the notice thereof to be given them 
at least five days before such meeting, by their commit* 
tee, or for want of committee, by one of the said principal 
inhabitants ; and being so assembled, may choose a 
clerk .to- enter their votes, and also. a. committee of three 
or more able, discreet men, of the inhabitants aforesaid, 
to brder the prudential affairs of- such precincts, for the 
end aforesaid ; and may by their major vote in such 
their meetings, grant and lay such rates and taxes on the 
said inhabitants as shall be needful for the support of the 
minister whom they shall procure to preach with them 
for such time, and for other necessary charges arising 
among them ; and to appoint a collector or collectors for 
the gathering such rates ; who shall have the same pow- 
er to proceed in collecting the same, as collectors of soci- 
eties have, and shall be accountable therefor in the same 
manner a* collectors of society rates by jaw are. 
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$ T. And for the preventing k dispute* about the votes 
made in society meeting*) and/or the determining the quoM* 
Jication of voter* therein : 

Be it further enacted. That no person shall presume to 
vote in any society meeting, aforesaid, unless such per- 
son hath a lreehold in the same town or society, rated at 
nine dollar*, or one hundred and thirty four dollar* in the 
common list, or is a person of full age, and in lull com* 
munion with the church ; nor shall any person who is or 
shall be by the laws of this state, freed or exempted from 
the payment of those taxes, granted by any town or soci- 
ety, for the support of the worship and minisUy of tbe 
presbyterian, congregational or consociated churches a 
this state, and for the building and maintaining meetiog- 
houses for such worship, on account or by reason of hit 
dissenting from the way of worship and ministry afore- 
said, be allowed or admitted to act or vote in any town or 
society meeting, in those votes which respect or relate to 
the support of the worship and ministry aforesaid, and 
the building and maintaining of the meeting-houses a- 
foresaid. 

§ 8. And the acts and votes of such town and society 
meetings, passed without computing persons not qualified 
as above is expressed, and the acts and votes respecting 
the support of the worship and ministry, and meeting- 
houses aforesaid, made and passed without computing 
the votes of such exempt persons, shall be deemed and 
accounted the acts and votes of such town and society : 
any law, usage or custom, to the contrary in any wise 
notwithstanding. 

§ 9. And be it further enacted. That upon the refusal* 
death or removal, of any society clerk, or other ordinary 
society officer in any society in this state, such society 
may assemble together, and choose a-new to fill up suck 
vacant place. 

§ 1 0. And be it further enacted, That the fines by law io- 
fiicted on persons chosen to any society office, and who 
do not accept or execute such office, shall be paid to the 
treasury of such society ; and shall be recovered by ac- 
tion brought in the name of the committee of such socie- 
ty : any law, usage, or custom to the. contrary notwith- 
standing. 
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$11. And he it further enacted) That if any person, 
ivho is not duly qualified according to this act, to vote. in 
any society meeting, shall adventure to act, deal or inter- 
meddle, or presume to vote in any society- meeting, for 
the choice of officers, granting of rates or any other af- 
fairs whatsoever^ such offender shall forfeit the sum of 
two dollar* and [fifty cent* for every such offence : to be 
levied by distress and sale of the offender's goods ; one 
half thereof to the complainer. vrho shall prosecute to ef- 
fect, the other half to the treasurer of such society where- 
in said offence is committed. 

§ 12. And .be it further enacted^ That where two or 
more societies, constituted by act of the general assem- 
bly, have the 6ame limits and boundaries, the members 
belonging to each shall be designated by enrolling their 
names with the clerk of the society to which they respec- 
tively belong ;. and it shall be the duty of the said clerks 
to enrol the same accordingly. 

§ 13. And all persons who shall arrive at, .(he age of 
twenty-one years, or women who shall become widows, 
dwelling within the limits of such societies, shall have 
liberty at any time within twelve months after said times 
respectively, to elect which society they will belong to ; 
and all persons that shall come from any other place to 
dwell within the limits of such societies, may at apy time 
elect which society he or they will belong to; which 
election shall be manifested by causing his or their name 
or names to be enrolled with the clerk of the society to 
which they join : and in case of n on -election within the 
time limited by this act, the persons brought up witbin 
said limits shall belong to that society to which their par- 
ents belonged, (if they dwelt there) otherwise to the so- 
ciety to which the head of the family in which they were 
brought up, belonged ; and widows, to the society to 
which there husbands did delong : and persons who come 
from any other place to dwell there, shall be taxed by the 
society lowest in the list within such limits, which sup- 
port the ministry by taxing, until they make their elec- 
tion* as aforesaip*. 

§ 14. And all persons who have or shall become legal 
members of any such society, shall continue members of 
the same} during their continuance witbin the limits 
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thereof, unless released by act of the general ftsselifcbly, 
or- vote of auch society, and joining to another society 
within the same limits ; which release such society is here* 
by authorized to grant, by a legal vote in their meeting, 
if they think fit, on application of any person desiring the 
same. 

Provided^ That nothing in this act shall affect the priv- 
ilege* allowed by law to any persons who soberly dissent 
from the worship and ministry established oy the laws of 
this state. 



An act in addition to a law of this state, entitled " An act 
for forming, ordering and regulating Societies." 

JVherea9in and by said act where two or more societies consti* 
tuted by act of the General Assembly y have the some limit* 
and boundaries j and there happens to be new inhabitants 
within said limits, provision is made to which of said toci- 
cties they shall belong ; but no provision is therein made to 
which of the said societies the taxes arising on the lands of 
non-resident proprietors shall belong, which occasion* 
much difficulty and dispute / which to prevent : 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Council and House 
of Representatives in General Court assembled, That in all 
cases where there now are, or hereafter shall be, two or 
more societies within the same limits, constituted as afore- 
said, the society taxes arising on all lands and other estate 
belonging to non-resident proprietors, shall be and be- 
long to the society lowest in the list, which support the 
ministry by taxing. 

An act in further addition to ah act entitled " An act for 
forming, ordering, and regulating societies." 

Be it enacted^ by the Governor and Council and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, That ecclesi- 
astical society taxes arising on lands or other estate of non- 
resident proprietors, shall belong to the denomination of 
christians, to which such non-resident proprietors res* 
pectively belong. 
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Ad act in addition to the statute, entitled " An act for 
forming, ordering and regulating societies." 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Council and House of 
Representatives in General Court assemtfed, That any ec- 
clesiastical society which has hitherto exercised its pow- 
ers in town-meeting, or through the agency of the select- 
men of the town, shall have liberty, having first been 
■warned according to the provisions of the fifth paragraph 
of said statute, to meet together at the usual place for hol- 
ding town-meetings, and being so met shall have power 
to organize themselves, to appoint the proper officers, un- 
til the annual meeting by them to be aggreed on, and to 
do every other thing proper for an ecclesiastical society 
to do according to law. Statutes B. i.fi. 632— S. 



MEETING-HOUSES 

An Act directing how to proceed when it shall be neces- 
sary to build a Meeting House for divine Worship. 

§ 1 . Be it enacted^ &c. That when any religious society, 
allowed to be such by this assembly ; or established and 
approved by the laws of this state, (those only tolerated 
by the laws of this state, and dissenting from us, excep- 
ted) shall by their vote (wherein two-third parts of the in- 
habitants, qualified by law to vote, and present in the 
meeting of such society) declare it to be necessary to 
build a meeting-house ; every such society, shall apply 
to the county court in the county where such society or 
the greater part thereof is situate, to appoint and affix the 
place whereon their meeting-house shall be erected and 
built. 

§ 2. And the county courts in the respective counties, 
are hereby authorized and empowered to hear all con- 
cerned, and take proper measures for affixing such 
place ; and to appoint, order and affix the place whereon 
their meeting-house shall be erected and built : which 
being done, concluded and ascertained by the judgment 
of the county court, in the county where such society, or 
the major part thereof is situate; the committee of such 
society shall forthwith give due notice to the inhabitants 
• u 
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thereof to meet at some suitable time and place, to au- 
thorize and appoint some meet persons to be a commit- 
tee for setting up, building and finishing an house proper 
and suitable for aijch use, on the place appointed, as afore- 
said. 

§ 3. At which meeting the said society shall proceed 
to grant and levy a tax on the inhabitants of such, society, 
to be collected and paid to the society treasurer, to enable 
said society to go forward with the said building. 

$ 4. And the clerk of the society shall keep the account 
of tbeir disbursements : and every such clerk shaU certi- 
fy the county court which gave such order, the doings of 
the society at their next sessions after affixing the place, as 
aforesaid ; as also' the progress of the committee in build- 
ing such house, to each county court in the county at their 
stated sessions, till the house be finished. And for ev- 
ery neglect of his duty therein, shall incur the penalty of 
seven dollars to the county treasury in such county : to 
be recovered of 6uch clerk before the county court in the 
county where the society is situate: by action, bill* 
plaint or otherwise as the law will allow. 

§ 5. Be it further enacted, That if the county court 
in such county do find by the clerk's certificate, that the 
inhabitants of such society do not proceed- to set up 
and finish a meeting-house at the place appointed, as a- 
foresaid, and certify the same to this assembly ; this as* 
sembly will assess and levy upon such society, from time 
to time, such sum and sums of money as may be needful, 
to set up and finish such meeting-house : which shall 
be by order of this assembly accordingly improved. 

§ 6. And every such sum of money shall be by the 
treasurer of the state added to the public tax of the soci- 
ety, and gathered as a part of the public tax, by the con- 
stable ivho gathers the state rate, and paid into the pub- 
lic treasury, to be re-imbursed for the use aforesaid : who 
shall by order of this assembly, deliver the same to such 
person or persons as by assembly shall be appointed. 

§ 7. And be it further enacted. That it shall not be law- 
ful for any of the societies aforesaid, or for any part of 
such society to build or set up any meeting-house for re- 
ligious worship, without procuring the county court in 
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the county where such society is situate, first to ascertain 
the place for it, as in this act is limited and provided. 

§ 8. ^d whosoever shall transgress this order, shall 
incur the penalty of one hundred and thirty-four doiiarsy tax 
the treasury of such county : to be recovered before the\ 
county court in the county where the transgression is 
committed. 

§ 9. And the proceedings in settling and affixing such 
meeting-house place shall be at the charge of the society 
where such house is needed : and such county court shall 
be allowed the fees for their judgment thereon, as in the 
trial of other cafes. Statutes B t i.fi.fo 3. 

MEETINGS. 

The " Act for forming, ordering and regulating soci- 
eties," already recited, provides in substance, that each 
society shall hold meetings annually some time in the 
month of December, or in any other month in the year, as 
the qualified voters in such society shall judge most con- 
venient. 4 Notice is required to be given of such meeting, 
at least five days before it is held. Statutes B. i. ft. 627. 

If a society vote to hold their annual meetings, upon a 
certain day in each succeeding year, a meeting held on 
the day so fixed* without further notice, is not legal* even 
after a practice of holding them thus for fifty years. 
This point was settled in the case of Eicock v. Hoskinsy 4, 
Day's Rep. 62. 



MINISTERS. * 

For the law relating to " the settlement, support, and 
encouragement of Ministers ; and for the well ordering 
of estates given for the support of the ministry," see 
part first of this work. 
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PARTIES IN SUITS. 

" Lawful societies' 9 are authorized "to sue, commence, 
and prosecute aojr suits or actions for the maintaining! re- 
covery, or defence of their grants, interests and estates in 
any court proper to try the same ; and to appear tkher by 
themselves, agents, or attornies ; and in like manner in 
defend in all suits and actions, as shall be brought or 
commenced against them. And when sued, it shall be 
sufficient notice for them to appear and answer, lo leave a 
true and attested copy of the writ or summons, containing; 
such suit or action, with their clerk, or either of the com- 
mittee men, twelve days before the setting of the court 
where the case is to be heard; as in other actions is pro- 
vided." Statutes B. i./i. 188. 

There is a general rule of law which, perhaps, ought to 
be noted here. Whenever a note, bond, or other con- 
tract, is executed to the treasurer, committee, or other 
officers of any corporation, and his or their successors, 
such note, &c. cannot be sued in the name of the corpo- 
ration, nor in the name of the successors, but in the name 
of the original promisee, or promissees, Sec. only, if liv- 
ing, whether in or out of office. If there be only one 
promissee, Sec. and he die, it must be sued in the name of 
his executors or administrators, and not in the name of 
his successor. If there be more than one, as a commit* 
tee of several, the suit must be in the name of the survi- 
vor or survivors, while any one is living, and in the name 
of the executor or administrator of the last survivor, 
when all are dead. — Obligations, &c. ought, therefore, in 
general, to be given to the corporation directly, and not to 
the treasurer, or any other officers. A note, for instance, 
should be, " I promise to pay the town of R" not u the 
treasurer of the town of -R. and his successors." But in 
some cases this, general rule is altered by statute : It is 
so altered with respect to grants, 8cc. for the support of 
the ministry, by the 17th and 18th sections of the statute 
relating to that subject. (Statutes B. i.fl, 521 J Sec 
Bailcy,&c. v. Lcwis } &c. 3d Day. 45Q. 
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APPROPRIATION. 

As the monies arising from the sale of the public wes- 
tern lands are by law made to constitute a fund for the 
support of schools in the several school societies in this 
state, which school societies will make a part of the sub- 
ject of this division of the present work ; and as provision, 
is made in the following statute for the application, in 
particular cases, of any school society's proportion of the 
interest of the said fund, or any part thereof, to the sup- 
port of the christian ministry, or the public worship of 
God, and thus place it at the disposal of the religious so- 
cieties, Sec. it was thought best to introduce the statute 
making these provisions, in this place. 

An Act appropriating the Monies which shall arise on 
the sale of the Western Lands, belonging to this State. 

$ \. Be it enacted, &c. That the principal sum, whicli 
shall be received on the sale of the lands belonging to thu 
state, lying west of Pennsylvania, shall be, and remain a 
perpetual fund, for the purposes hereafter mentioned in 
this act, to be loaned, or otherwise improved for such pur- 
poses as the general assembly shall direct, and the inter- 
est arising therefrom, shall be, and hereby is appropriated 
to the support of schools in the several societies consti- 
tuted, or which may be constituted by law, within certain 
local bounds within this state, to be kept according to the 
provisions of law, which shall from time to time be made, 
and to no other use or purpose whatsoever ; except in 
the case, and under the circumstances hereafter mention- 
ed in this act. 

§ 2. Beit further enacted, That the said interest, as it 
shall become due from time to time, shall be paid over to 
4he said societies, in their capacity of school societies, 
according to the list of polls and rateable estate of such 
societies resjs actively, which shall, when such payment 
shall be made, have been last perfected. 

§ 3. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, 
That whenever such sociciy shall, pursuant to a vote of 
such society passed at a legal meeting warned for that 
purpose only, in which vote two-thirds of the legal voters 

u2 
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present in such meeting shall concur, apply to the gen- 
eral assembly requesting liberty to improve their propor- 
tion of said interest, or any part thereof, for the support 
of the christian ministry) or the public worship of God, 
the general assembly shall have full power to grant such 
request during their pleasure ; and in case of any such 
grant) the school society shall pay over the amount so 
granted, to the religious societies) churches or congre- 
gations, of all denominations of christians within its lim- 
its, to be proportioned to such societies, churches or con- 
gregations, according to the list of their respective in- 
habitants or members^ which shall, when such payment 
shall from time to time be made, have been last perfect- 
ed ; and in case there shall be in such school society any 
individuals composing a part only of any such religious 
society 9 church or congregation, then the proportion of 
such individuals shall be paid to the order of the body to 
which they belong, by the rule aforesaid ; and the mon- 
ies of such individuals shall be discounted from their min- 
isterial taxes, or contributions, and in that way inure to 
their exclusive benefit; and the monies so paid over, 
shall be applied to 'the purposes of the grant, and to no 
other whatsoever. 

§ 4. Be it further enacted, That if any society, church 
or congregation, shall apply any of the aforesaid monies 
to any other use or purpose, than those to which they 
shall, or may have a right to apply them pursuant to this 
act, such society, church or congregation, shall forfeit 
and pay a sum equal to that so misapplied, to the pub- 
lic treasury of this state. 

§ 5. Be it further enacted, That all the inhabitants liv- , 
ing within the limits of the located societies, who by law 
have or may have a right to vote in town meetings, shall 
meet some time in [either of the months of September, 
October, or November, as they shall judge convenient,} 
annually, in the way and manner prescribed in the stat- 
ute, entitled u An Act for forming, ordering, and regu- 
lating societies," and being so met, shall exercise the 
powers given in and by said act, in organizing them- 
selves, and in appointing the* necessary officers, as there- 
in directed for the year ensuing ; and may transact any 
other business on the subject of schooling in general. 
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and touching the monies hereby apprdpriatetZ to their 
use, in particular, according to law ; and shall have power 
to adjourn from time to time, as they shall think proper. 

§ 6. Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants or 
members of the several religious societies, churches or 
congregations aforesaid, who have right by law to vote 
in their respective meetings, on the subject of ministry, 
and the public worship of God, shall assemble themselves 
sometime in the month of December annually, or at such 
other time as they shall judge convenient, and may or- 
ganize themselves, and appoint the necessary officers as 
in said act is directed, all in the way and manner therein 
prescribed, with power to adjourn from time to time as 
they may think proper ; and in any of their said meet- 
ings they shall have power to transact any business rela- 
ting to the ministry and the public worship of God, ac- 
cording to law ; but shall have no power to act on the 
subject of schooling ; any law, usage, or custom, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Statutes B % i.fl. 43, &c. 



RIGHTS. % 

An Act securing equal Rights and Privileges to Chris- 
tians of every denomination in this State. 

§ 1. Be it enacted^ &c. That in future, whenever any 
person shall differ in sentiments from the worship and 
ministry in the ecclesiastical societies in this state, con- 
stituted by law within certain local bounds, and shall 
choose to join himself to any other denomination of chris- 
tians, which shall have formed themselves into distinct 
churches or congregations, for the maintenance and sup- 
port of the public worship of God, and shall manifest such 
his choice, by a certificate thereof, under his hand lodged 
in the office of the .clerk of the society to which he be- 
longs—such person shall thereupon, and" so long as he 
shall continue ordinarily, to attend on the worship and 
ministry, in the church or congregation, to which he has 
chosen to belong as aforesaid, be exempted from being 
taxed for the future support of the worship, and ministry 
in such society. 



i 
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§ 2. Be it further enacted, That all such churches and 
congregations, which have, or shall have formed them- 
selves as u foresaid, and who shall maintain and attend 
public worship, by themselves, shall have liberty and au» 
thority to exercise the same powers, for maintaining and 
supporting their respective ministers, and for building 
and regulating their meeting-houses, for the public w 
ship of God, as the aforesaid societies by law have, jaef 
do exercise and enjoy; and in the same manner may 
commence and hold their meetings, and transact Ms 
affairs, as occasion may require for said purpose. 

§ 3. And every person claiming the benefit of this act, 
shall be disqualified to vote in any meeting of such so- 
ciety, save only in matters, which relate to the mainte- 
nance and support of schools. Statutes B. j. fi m 575. 

HARTFOftD BANK, 

It is provided by Statute that " the Hartford Sank shall, 
at all times be open to subscriptions of shares in their 
stock, from the funds of schools, ecclesiastical societies} or 
other incorporations for charitable purposes in this state) 
without any advance thereon ; such shares, however, shall 
not be transferable ; but said schools, ecclesiastical soci- j 
eties, and charitable institutions may at any time with- 
draw their monies from said bank on giving six months 
notice to the directors. And whenever the stock of any 
such schools, ecclesiastical societies or charitable institu- 
tions shall amount to fifty thousand dollars, they may at 
any annual meeting of stock-holders of said bank, for the 
choice of directors, choose a director of said bank, who 
shall continue in office the same length of time with the 
other directors. Provided however, That no schools, 
ecclesiastical societies, or other charitable institutions) 
which may become holders of shares in said Bank in pur- 
suance of this act, shall be entitled to any vote in the 
meetings of stock holders, except in choosing a director) 
as is herein before provided." Statutes B. i.fl. 79. 

Remark. A similar provision is also inserted in the 
charter of the Bank of New-London. See also the act of 
incorporation of the Derby and Eagle Banks. 

Statutes B. u. fi t 30 and 69. 
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^ SIGN-POSTS. 

An act in addition to an act, entitled " An act for erecting 
and continuing a sign-post in each town in this state." 

§ \. Be it enacted, &c. That there shall in future be 
erected in each located society in this state* by the com- 
mittee of such societies respectively! and in such situa- 
tion as such committee shall judge most convenient, a 
sign-post, at the cost of such society, under the same 
penalties as is by law provided against selectmen for their 
neglect so to set up and maintain sign-posts in their sev- 
eral towns, to be recovered of such society committee in 
the same way and manner as is provided by law against 
selectmen. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted^ That advertisements of 
lands or goods taken by execution, or distress for rates 
and taxes in such societies respectively, shall be posted on 
the sign-post of the society where such lands or goods 
are taken, and sold thereat. And the said sign-posts shall 
otherwise be improved for similar purposes and uses as 
sign-posts in the several towns in this state have hereto- 
fore been improved according to law. 

$ 3. Be it further enacted. That in such societies as 
are made out of two or more towns, the constables of such 
towns shall have the same power and authority in the 
matters aforesaid, where the sign-post shall be without 
the limits of the town to which they belong, as other con- 
stables by law have within their respective districts ; any 
law, usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Statutes A. i.fl. 62:1. 

RECORDS. 

An act to authenticate copies of Files and Records in cer- 
tain cases. 

Be it enacted, &c. That in the absence of the clerk of 
any court, town, society; or corporation ; or during his 
sickness or other inability to perform the duties of his of- 
fice, the evidence of a credible witness to the authenticity 
of a copy of the files and records of such court, town, so- 
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ciety, or corporation, shall be admissible in any court 
within this state to establish the existence thereof. 

Statutes B.i. p. 574. 



OATHS. 

• 

The oath for society clerks is in the following farm, \iz. 
You A. B. being chosen and appointed clerk of this so- 
ciety, do suear that you will truly and faithfully attend 
and execute the place and office of a society clerk Cor the 
said society, according to your best skill ; and make true 
entry of all such votes as shall be made bji said society ac- 
cording to law ; and deliver true copies where they shall 
hj required of you, taking only your just fees, So het[i 
you God. 

The oath for Society Treasurer, is the same which is 
prescribed for town officers generally ; for the duTigent 
and faithful execution of their offices ; for which see part 
first. 

RATES AND TAXES. 

The provisions of law relating to this subject as it re- 
gards societies, will be found contained in the general stat- 
ute under the title of Rates, which is recited in part first 
of the present work. See also the title Ministers in the 
same part, and the title Meeting-Houses in the present 
part. 

The following forms are respectfully offered for the use 
of the several officers of societies in the discharge of their 
respective offices. 

Notice for a Society Meeting. 

[To be given by the Committee, or for want of a com- 
mittee, by the clerk, at least five days before the meeting.] 

The inhabitants residing within the limits Ufa located 
society* otherwise) the members] of the society in 

the town of qualified to vote in society meetings, 

are hereby notified and warned to meet and assemble to- 
gether at in said society on the day of 
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to choose all such society officer* for the ensuing year, as 
societies are by law allowed to choose annually ; to grant 
a tax for the support of the ministry [or whatever else the 
object may be] appoint a collector or collectors ; and do 
any other business necessary and proper to bo clone at said 
meeting. Given under our hands this day of, Sec. 

A. B. ") 

CD. J* Committee. 
E.F.J 
[If the meeting be special, or other than the annua? 
sneeting for the choice of officers, &c. let the object be 
plainly set forth accordingly .] 

Notice for a Meeting to organize a Society. 

Whereas the ecclesiastical powers and concerns of the 
town of have heretofore been exercised and trans- 

acted in town meetings, or through the agency of the se- 
lectmen of the town ; and whereas the said town is now 
legally divided into separate societies, consisting of first 
and second societies ; [or as the case may be] therefore in 
pursuance of a law of this state entitled " An act for form- 
ing, ordering and regulatir.g societies," we, A. B. an as- 
sistant [or justice of the peace] and C. Z)., E. F. and G. //.. 
three of the principal inhabitants in said first [or eecond % 
&c] society, hereby notify and warn the inhabitants resid- 
ing within the limits of said first, [or other] society [defi~ 
?iing them] qualified to vote in society meetings, to meet 
together at in said society, on the day of 

to organize the said society, to appoint the proper officers 
until the annual meeting to be then and there agreed on ; 
?nd do every other thing proper for an ecclesiastical soci- 
ety to do according to law. Given under our hands, &c 

Application to the County Ccvrt to affix the place for a 

Meeting-house. 

To the honourable County Court to be holden at D. with- 
in and for the county of F. on the ^Tuesday of 

next. 
Whereas at a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
society in the town of duly warned and held at 

in said society on the day of a vote was pass- 
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ed (wherein two-third parts of the said inhabitants, qual- 
ified by law to vote, and present in the meeting, did con- 
cur) declaring; it to be necessary to build a Meeting-house 
in said society for divine worship, as by the records of 
the said society appears ; we the subscribers, committee 
of the society, in pursuance of a law of this state emitted 
c » An act directing how to proceed, when it shall be nc- 
cessary to build a Meeting-house for divine worship" do 
respectfully request the said honorable court to appoint 
?.nd afllx the place whereon the said Meelipg-house sYvaU 
!>e erected and built. Dated at this flay of 

»814. A. B.-J 

C. D. L Committee. 

i:.f.J - . 

Clerk's Certificate to the County Court. 

■t . 

In obedience to the law of this state, entitled a An ad 
for directing how to proceed when it shall be necessary 
to build a Meeting-house for divine worship," the subscri- 
ber, clerk of the society in the town of re- 
spectfully certifies, that 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the society in 

the town of duly warned by the committee, and 

assembled at on the day of 

G. If. was chosen moderator of the meeting. 

It being made known to the meeting by the committee, 
that a place is appointed and affixed by the honorable 
County Court whereon the Meeting-house for divine 
worship shall be erected and built ; viz. at tdiscribln^ 
the place, ,] 

Voted) That a tax of cents on the dollar in the 

list of the said society for the year , be levied on 

the inhabitants of the said society ; and that the same be 
collected and paid into the treasury of said society on 
or before the day of to enable the said soci- 

ety to go forward with said building. 

Voted, TJiat L K., L, M, and N. O. be authorized and 
appointed a committee for setting up, building, and fin- 
ishing an house proper for such use, in the place appoint- 
ed as aforesaid. 
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Voted, That the monies collected and paid into the 
treasury on the tax now granted} be subject to the or- 
ders of the said building committee} for the purpose a- 
ibresaid. 

A true copy of record. 

Attest P. Q. Clerk. 



AfifiJication to the Clerk of a Society to enrol the name of a 
person electing the Society to which he chooses to belong. 

To the clerk of the society in the town of A. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the statute entitled 
u An act for forming, ordering, and regulating societies,'* 
authorizing persons arriving at the age of twenty one 
years tot women becoming wtdom y &e. as the case may Be] 
to elect the society to which they will belong, you are 
hereby requested to enrol nay name id the records of the 
said society, to which I now join myself. 

Dated at A. this day of 

B.C. 



Certificate of a person going fiam one denomination to an* 

other. 

To the clerk of the society in the town of A. 

m Pursuant to the provisions of the statute entitled "An 
act securing equal rights and privileges to every denom- 
ination of christians in this state," I hereby make known* 
that, differing from the worship and ministry of the said 
society, I have chosen to join myself to the denomination 
of christians called , on the worship and ministry 

Of which, in their church or congregation in , I or- 

dinarily attend. 

Dated at A. this day of 

B.C. 

w 
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THE POWER AND DUTY OF SCHOOL SO- 
CIETIES. 

In treating of School Societies, after reciting the seve- 
ral statutes relating to them, I propose to consider the 
several subjects connected frith them, distinctly, in the 
following order, viz. School Society Committee, District 
Committee, Society Clerk, District Clerk, Society Treas- 
urer, District Treasurer, Collector, Scboo^Mastera, 
School- Visitors ; and offer such remarks upon each as 
may be thought necessary and pertinent to the object of 
the present work. 






An Act for appointing, regulating and encouraging 

Schools. ■.■■■■■ -r 

§ l.'Bc it enacted, &c. That each school society irt j;his 
state shall, by their vote in legal meeting, have full poyper 
to grant rates, for the building and repairing of sqhooji- 
fcouses, and the supporting of schools therein, or to make 
any lawful agreements for, the same purposes, afld what 
such society shall agree upon and .vote, respecting the 
encouragement and support of schools, shall bind itself 
and all its members ; and if any officer duly appointed, at 
any time,. by such society shall- refuse to execute the. trust 
committed to him, he shall suffer the penalty which town 
officers are liable to, for refusing to serve in the oflSces to 
which they are chosen. v 

§ 2. Be it further enacted. That each school society 
shall have full power to divide itself into proper and ne- 
cessary districts, for keeping their schools, and to alter 
and regulate the same, from time to time, as there may 
be occasion ; and whenever it may be necessary and con- 
venient to form a district out of two or more adjoining s^ 
cieties, such district may be formed by the vote of the 
said societies, and may be, by a like vote, altered or dis- 
solved at their pleasure ; and every, such district shall 
be under the inspection and stiperintendency of the soci- 
ety where its school-house shall be situate, and when such 
district may agree to build a school-house, the place on 
which the same shall be erected, shall be fixed by a com- 
mittee agreed upon by said societies, upon application of 
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said distiict, or any distinct component part thereof: 
and the committee shall return their doings in writing to 
the clerk of thesocitty within the limits of which the place 
shall be fixed, which shall by him be recorded. And each 
school society is hereby empowered to appoint annually 
some proper person, a committee, for each school under 
its superinUiKtency, 10 pfoviue an instructor for such 
school} with the approbation of the visitors thereof, 
herein after provided, and to manag&the prudej)iiall_o£- 
such school : Provided nevertheless, That nothing in this 
paragraph shall be construed to affect any district incor- 
porated by a special act of the general assembly. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted, That the treasurer of this 
state shall annually deliver the sum of two dollars, upon 
every thousand dollars, in the list of each school society 
and proportionably for lesser sums, out of the rate of each 
town, as the same shall be brought into the state treasury, 
unto the committee of such school society, for the benefit 
of schools in such society. 

J 4. Be it further enacted, That the interest of the funds 
provided by the sale of the Connecticut Reserve, as from 
time to time, it shall become due, shall be paid to the 
treasurer of this state, and the school societies which shall 
conform to the provisions of this act shall be entitled to 
the said interest, to be distributed to them severally, accor- 
ding to their lists ; and the controller of the public ac- 
counts shall, on application of the committee of any school 
society, draw an order on the treasurer for such society's 
part of the dividend of such interest, as shall be in his 
hands on the first day of March, and on the first day of 
October annually : Provided, That in future, no order 
shall be drawn in favour of any society as aforesaid, nor 
shall the treasurer deliver the monies directed to be de- 
livered in the preceding paragraph, until the committee 
of such society shall have certified in writing under their 
hands, in the words following : 

[We the committee of the school society in the 

town of do certify that the schools in said society 

have been kept for the year ending on the 30th day of 
'September last, by instructors duly appointed and approv- 
ed, and in all respects according to law ; and that all the 
• monies drawn from the public treasury by said society for 
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said year, appropriated to schooling, have been faithfully 
applied and expended in paying and boarding said instruc- 
tors. Dated at 



} 



Committee. 



Which certificate if designed to draw the allowance of 
the two dollars on the thousand on the list, shall be direct* 
ed to the state treasurer ; and if designed to draw the div- 
idend of interest on the school funds, shall be directed to 
44se«f*H>roI!tfr «f public accounts.] 

Remark. The foregoing form of a certificate) having 
been substituted for the form as it originally stood in this 
statute, is taken, together with the clause relative to its 
direction, from the additional statute of 1805. 

Statutes B. l.ft. 588. 

§ 5. Be it further enacted, That if the aforesaid mon- 
ies, or any part thereof, drawn by any school society as a- 
foresaid, or any other public monies arising from the sale 
of certain western townships, or from an excise heretofore 
collected in this state, appropriated to schooling, in such 
society shall at any time* by order of such society, be put 
to any other use than for the support of schools as afore- 
said, such monies, so misapplied, shall be forfeited to this 
state, and it shall be the duty of the controller to sue for 
and recover such monies for its use. And if jiny com- 
mittee shall at any time make a false certificate, by means 
whereof monies shall be fraudulently drawn out of the 
public treasury, each person signing such false certificate 
shall forfeit the sum of sixty dollars to the state, to be re- 
covered by action of debt on this statute. And the con- 
troller shall bring forward a suit to recover the same ac- 
cordingly. 

§ 6. Be it further enacted^ That the committee of each 
school society be, and they are hereby empowered and di- 
rected to take care of, and improve all such bonds and 
monies as have been divided and set out to such society, 
in their former capacity of a town or ecclesiastical socie- 
ty, out of the monies raised by the sale of the said town- 
ships or otherwise, for the benefit of the schools in such 
society, and to render their account, when required, to 
such society. And such committee are hereby author- 
ized and empowered to take into their care and cu;todj> 
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all other estates, lands, and interests that have been grant- 
cd, sequestered, or do belong to the schools in such socie- 
ty ; and shall use, improve and dispose of the interest, in- 
crease, profit or rent, arising from any such monies, lands 
or interests, according to the true intent of such grant, or 
sequestration, to be in like manner accountable to such so- 
ciety. 

$ 7. Be it farther enacted, That such committee be, 
and they are hereby authorized and empowered to lease all 
such lands, or real estate ; and loan such monies former- 
ly given or granted for the use of shools, and to com- 
mence and prosecute any proper suit or suits for the re- 
covery of such lands, monies, or other estates, and to take 
leases, bonds, or other securities, to themselves and their 
successors in office, for the use aforesaid, and to institute 
any suit or suits thereon, and the same to pursue to final 
judgment and execution ; which bonds, leases, and se- 
curities, shall, by said committee, be lodged with the 
•treasurer of the society ; who is required to keep an ac- 
count thereof, and hold the same under the direction of said 
committee ; who shall account to the said society for their 
improvement of such estate and interest when required. ' 
- Provided nevertheless. That this act shall not extend to 
any estate formerly granted by any particular person, for 
the benefit of any school or schools in any particular town 
W society, nor to grants of any interests formerly made 
by any person to any town or society for the support of 
schools, wherein the grantor hath committed the care and 
improvement of such estate, by him given, to particular 
-persons with directions for a continual succession in said 
trust ; or where the general assembly hath formerly 
committed the disposition of the profits of such estates to 
$ committee, in a continual succession ; any thing herein 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 
s $ 8. Be it further enacted, That all public monies that 
are or shall be provided for the support of schools in any 
school society, and received by its committee, shall by 
them, from time to time, be paid over to the treasurer of 
the society, who shall stand charged therewith, and shall 
account therefor according to law : ancf the said com- 
mittee shall, from time to time, receive, examine, and li- 
quidate the accounts of the districts, and parts of districts, 

w 2 



if any be*, and wbeifc such districts, or those to* whi$li snob 
part* belong) shall have kept their schools according 4a> 
$hc proviiioDs of this act, shall draw orders on the society 
treasurer for their proportion of all the public monies* aer 
cording to their respective list* 

„ § 9. Be it further enacted^ That, each acboal society 
shall appoint a suitable number of persons, not.egosed- 
)n% nine, of competent skill in letters, lobe overset r* or 
{visitors of all the schools in such society, whosedgty it 
.shall be, in any ©C their meetings, to examine the matrnc- 
Jtors> and to displace such as may be found deficient in any 
requisite qualification, or who will not conform to the reg- 
ulations by them adopted ; to superintend and direct the 
instruction of the youth in letters, religion, morals* and 
manners ; to appoint, at their discretion, public exercises 
.for the youth, to visit the schools twice at least, 'throne; 
each season for schooling, at which visitations two or 
more of them shall be present; and particularly to di- 
rect the daily reading of the bible by such of the youth aw 
are capable of it, and the weekly instruction in some cate- 
Shism. by them, approved) and to recommend that the 
master conclude the exercises of each day with prayer ; 
, which overseers shall continue in office during the pleas* 
lire of the society. 

$ 10. Be it further enacted, Thai any school society 
shall have liberty, by a vote of two-thirds of the iphabifc* 
ants present in any legal meeting, warned for thai pur- 
jjose, to institute a school of a higher order, for tbfli com- 
mon benefit of the society, the object of which shall be? t» 
perfect the youth admitted therein in reading and pen- 
manship, to instruct them in the rudiments of English 
grammar, composition, arithmetic and geography* oc» cm 
particular desire, in the latin and greek language* ( also 
in the first principles of religion and morality, and m 
general to form them for usefulness in society. And no 
pupil shall be admitted into the said school except such 
as have passed through the ordinary course of instruction 
in the common schools, and shall have attained to such 
maturity in years and understanding* as to be capable of 
improvement in said school, in the opinion of the over- 
aeers» and shaU by tbem, or any three of them* be. admit- 
ted therein i wA it at any time, it shall so happen*, that 
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****'. pupil* m« admitted, than can be accommodated or 
<ibstrdcted in said school together, they shall be instruct* 
t*d u^suctv course and order, as to give all an equal op* 
pprtunltf.. 

$ li. Be it further enacted, That for ereff fear ia 
cwhicfa sbeh school shall be supported, soch part of the 
-fmMfcaioniea belonging to any district shall be paid overt* 
Ihc committee of such school for the use thereof, as that 
the part paid over shall be to the remaining part* as th* 
number of children of said district actually attending said 
achool to such year* computing from four to fourteen 
year* of age, are to those of them of the same age who 
do not attend said school. 

$.42. J9* is further enacted f That the inhabitants of any 
■ school district, qualified to vote in school society meetings, 
steill have power to tax themselves, for the purpose of 
ibuikling and repairing, or otherwise procuring a school- 
house for said district, of furnishing the house with- the 
necessary appendages and accommodations, and of pur- 
chasing suitable ground on which to erect sucK schooi- 
Jbouae) and of supplying wood ; to choose a clerk, who 
.shall be sworn- to make true entries, and give copies of the 
votes of the district j te appoint a collector of any tax they 
shall lay on the polls and ratable estate of the inhabitants, 
Tfritorchatt' *a*e the same power to levy and collect such 
*ax, by warrant from an assistant or justice of the pea6e r 
.whicte warrant they are bereby authorised to give, aa oth- 
er collectors of taxes by law have ; and to appoint a tree*. 
atfSJTf who shall also be sworn to a faithful dtsdiargeV of 
-hi* trust, who shall receive all monies belonging to the 
tlistrict, shall pay out the same to the order of the dio- 
£nct, or ita committee, and render his account annually. 
it $ 13. Be it further -enacted and ftrvtddcd, That the com* 
tnittee appointed for the district by the school society, 
vahall cause all the inhabitants aforesaid to- be warned to 
asset at some. convenient place within the district, at least 
(three days inclusively, before such meeting ; and provtd- 
«d two-thirds of said inhabitants, present at such meeting, 
larein the vote for laying such tax % r * and whenever a tax 

.. * See an additional statute on tab wbject at the dot* qf 
this rettial) page 250. 
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ir laid to build a school house in any district, the place oft 
which the house shall be erected, shall be fixed by a com- 
mittee appointed by the society for that purpose, unless 
the Baid inhabitants are unanimously agreed in the place 9 
who staril return their doings in writing to the clerk- of .the 
society, and by him shall be recorded : and the said in> 
habitants in any of their lawful meetings shall hare pow- 
er, by the major vote of those present 10 make -roles re* 
lative to the school-house and to damage* dene the same, 
and to the furniture and appendages* and relative to the 
wood to be supplied by the inhabitants, and to compel oh* 
edience, by deny ing-the privilege of the school to the chil- 
dren of such as refuse a compliance with such rules. - 

Statute* B.j.fl. 58*. . 



An Act in addition to, and alteration of an Act entitled 

* An Act for appointing, encouraging and .supporting 

Schools" 

$ 1. Be it enacted^ &c. That each school society in this 
state shall have power on application, duly made, by any 
district, incorporated by special act of the general assem- 
bly, lying within the local limits of such society, to dis- 
solve or alter such district, in the same manner as if said 
district had been constituted by such society : Provided) 
Two-thirds of the inhabitants of such district present at a 
legal meeting warned for that purpose, and qualified to 
Vote therein, shall be in the vote for making such ap- 
plication. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever the parts 
of 'any district incorporated by special act of the general 
assembly, shall be situate in two or more distinct school 
societies, such district shall not be dissolved but by the 
vote^of each of said societies, on application to them re- 
spectively made as aforesaid. 

$ 3. Be it further enacted. That whenever the aggre- 
gate expense of paying and boarding instructors in schools 
in any school society, shall in any year, equal or exceed 
the school monies of such society, provided by the state 
for the same year, such school society shall be considered 
as having fully accounted for such monies, although any 
one or more of the. districts in such school society shall 
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Dot have kept a school with i a the year, of not long enough 
to expend the proportion of such monies which otherwise 
would have belonged to such district or districts ; and the 
contanittte of such school society, shall have right to make 
out the certificates required by said act, provided the whole 
of such-monies have actually been applied according to the 
term sof such certificates, and to draw such school society's 
proportion of the school monies for the year then next 
following, thcfetfore cf such district or districts notwith- 
standing ; and the monies not expended in any district dr 
districts through such failure, may and shall be within the 
year applied in the other districts in such 'school society, 
"which shall have expended in paying and boarding in- 
structors, a sum exceeding their proportion* regard being 
liad as far as may be to their respective lists ; but if such 
aggregate expense shall not equal the funds for any giv- 
£# year, the said committee shall in their next certificates, 
<(on penaltyas by said act is provided for making a false 
certificate,) state how much those funds exceed the -ex- 
pense* and the excess shall be deducted by the controller 
id his orders in favour of such society for the year then 
next following. Statute* B. j./r. 587. 

An act in addition to the law entitled " An act for appoint- 
ing regulating, and encouraging Schools." 

Be it enacted^ tsV. That no person shall keep a district 
school until such person be examined and approved by 
the visitors of the school society to which such school 
district belongs, and receive a certificate of such examina- 
tion and approbation, subscribed by such visitors, or a ma- 
jority of them, or by a committee consisting of not less 
},h?n three persons of their own number, to be appointed 
by such visitors, or a majority of them, in any of their 
meetings ; which appointment such visitors are hereby 
authorized to make. 

\Remark. The remainder of this statute relating to 
;the form of certificate, has been already recited.] 

Statute* B. i. /*. 5&*. 
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An act in addition to the statute entitled "An act for ap- 
pointing, encouraging and supporting Schools." 

Be it enacted, &c. That it shall be in the power of any 
school society to annex any district within its limits, (orat- 
ed by an act of the general assembly, to other adjoining 
districts ; or to form it into two or more districts, as shall 
b* judged most convenient ; the act of incorporation not- 
withstanding ; provided such district shall, by its vole, 
passed in a regular meeting, specially warned for that 
purpose, consent to waive the benefit of such act of incor- 
poration, and to submit their case to the judgment of such 
school society : And when such district shall by virtue 
of this act, be annexed to other adjoining districts, tUe. 
funds of such district, if any be, shall be regulated by apf 
lawful vote or agreement that shall have been passed op 
made by such district ; and when it shall be formed infeg 
two or more districts, the said fund shall be distributed I* 
the said districts in proportion to their respective lists. 

Statutes B. j. ft. 588. 

An act in addition to and alteration of an act entitled " An 
act for appointing, regulating and encouraging Schools." 

Be it enacted^ &c. That whenever the inhabitants of any 
school district shall be legally assembled for the purpose 
of granting a tax, for any of the purposes for which they 
are authorized by law to tax themselves, the question shall 
be determined by the major vote of those present at such 
meeting ; any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Statutes B. ji.fi. 50. 



APPROPRIATIONS. 

The statute under this title will be found under Reij* 
oious Societies. An additional act provides that school 
societies may hold their annual meetings, for the purpos- 
es mentioned in the original act, in either of the month*, 
of September) October or November. Statutes B t I. p. 45. 
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FISHERIES. 

Persons employed four months in the year in the Fish- 
eries, on board any vessel owned in this state, although 
exempted from poll-tax, are to be returned to the Controil- 
or, and included in the list of polls on which the public 
school monies are apportioned. See the title Listers 
in part second. 

HARTFORD AND NEW-LONDON BANK. 

' For the privileges of school societies, Sec. in subscribing 
stock from their funds in these Banks, see the title 
HAfeTroRD Bank, under Religious Societies. See 
afab the acts of incorporation of the Derby and Eagle 
Banks in Statutes B. u. fi. 20 and 09. 



■r 



LANDS, &c. 

' Extract of the statute entitled iC An act (or acts) about 
the tenure" of Lands. 9 ' For securing estates given to char* 
itabte uses, 

$ 4, Be it enacted and ordained^ That all such lands, ten- 
ements, hereditaments and other estates, that either for- 
merly have been, or. hereafter shall be given and granted 
either by the general assembly of this colony, or by any 
town, village, or particular person or persons, for the 
maintenance of the ministry of the gospel in any part of 
this colony, or schools of learning, or for the relief of poor 
people, or for any other public and charitable use, shall 
forever remain, and be continued to the use or uses to 
which such lands, tenements, hereditaments or other es- 
tates have been, or shall be given and granted, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the grantors, and to no 
other use whatsoever ; and also be exempted out of the 
general lists of estates, and free from payment of rates. 

By the statute for the direction of Listers in their office 
and duty, it is provided, that " All lands and buildings in 
this state, sequestered to and improved for schools, or 
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other public or pious us&, shall be exempted from being 
pujt into the. list." -....., 

In the case of Cornwall v. Atom, Supreme Court of Er- 
rors, 1802, it was determined that " The inhabitants c£ 
any incorporated society, to whom property is devised for 
the support of a school, are competent witnesses to attest 
the will." Bay's Reft. Vol. /. fi. 35. 



For the provisions relating to the lists of School socie- 
ties, see the 6th, 7th, 12th, 17tb and 18th section* oTtias 
statute " for the direction of listers in their office apd-dtyf 
ty,*' recited in part second of this work. .. . v 



PARTIES IN SUITS. 

• ■ ■ "■■-*" 

For the powers of societies and other subordinate com* 
munities to sue, commence, prosecute, and defend io putq 
and actions, see the title Parties in Suits under Kj&li* 
gious Societies, in the former division of this part oC 
the present work. 



_i 



SCHOOL SOCIETY COMMITTEE. 

Committees of School societies are empowered to order 

the affairs, and manage the prudentials of the societies* 

generally, as selectmen are those of towns ; and duties -a! 

no inconsiderable importance are attached to their office^ 

j I They areto warn all society meetings, giving at least 

M*V4dfapr days previous notice ; to receive for the benefit qZ 

r schools in their respective societies, and may draw the^ 

orders on the state treasurer and controller therefiny 

the public school monies : They are to take care of am} 

improve the same, as well as any bonds wjhich may havtf 

been divided an. I set out to the society out of the monies 

raised by the saie of certain western townships, and to 

render their ac.cour\ : They are to take into their care 

and custody all the estates, &c. belonging to the schools 
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in their society, and to use, improve and dispose of the in- 
terest, increase, profit, or rent, Sec. to be in like manner 
accountable : They are to loan monies formerly given or 
granted for the use of schools ; to lease all such lands or 
real estates, and to commence and prosecute any proper 
suit or suits for the recovery of such lands, monies, or 
other estates ; and to take leases, bonds, or other securi- 
ties to themselves and their successors in office, for the 
use aforesaid ; and any suit or suits, by them insti- 
tuted, to prosecute to final judgment and execution. 
They are from time to time to pay over all public monies 
for the support of schools in their society, received by 
them, to the treasurer of the society : They shall from 
time to time, receive, examine, and liquidate the accounts 
•fine districts and parts of districts, and draw orders on 
the society treasurer for their respective proportions of 
the monies according to their respective lists. 

They must accompany their orders on the state treas- 
urer and controller for their respective proportions of the 
public school monies, with certificates agreeably to the 
form prescribed by the statute ; to do this with certainty 
and correctness as to the facts alledged and certified, they 
ought to be furnished with the necessary information by 
means of the annual returns of the school visitors, into the 
office of the clerk of the society, and the accounts of the 
several district committees, by them liquidated as afore- 
said. If in any year the aggregate expence of the schools 
in their society shall not equal the funds for that year, 
Ihey shah* in their next* certificate, on penalty of sixty dol- 
lar* for each person signing the same, state how much 
those funds exceed the expences, that the excess may be 
deducted from the next dividend. They are also liable to 
A like penalty, for a false certificate, which .should induce 
persons executing this office, to exercise particular car* 
and camion in their enquiries and calculations ; and it 
will be found useful, in this respect, for ttnm to keep 
regular accounts with the society, and with the sever- 
al districts ; crediting the former with the amount of 
funds, and debiting the disbursements to the several dis- 
tricts ; and crediting the latter, fiom the rt turns of the 
district committees, with the expences of their respective 
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schools, and debiting them with their respective appor- 
tionments of the school monies ; Also with the society 
treasurer, who shall stand charged with the amount of 
funds paid over to him, and credited by the orders drawn 
on him by the society committee. 

In apportioning the school monies to the several dis- 
tricts, and drawing orders on the society treasurer for the 
same, which is to be done twice in each year, viz. 
March and October^ provided the funds be received, it is 
usual for the society committee to make out the appor- 
tionment to the several districts, in one general list, wixh 
a general order to the treasurer to pay oyer the same as 
therein appointed, to their committees respectively ; and 
lodge the same in the treasurer's hands^; who takes re- 
ceipts from the committees, endorsed upon the general 
apportionment and order, as the same are paid. 

The apportionment is calculated upon the general ljst 
of the society ; which list is to include the polls of per- 
sons entitled to exemption from poll-tax, on account of 
military service, and employment in the fisheries. The 
total amount of the list being ascertained, as well as the 
amount of monies to be apportioned.; it is in the next 
place necessary to ascertain the amount of list; pertaining 
to each district, by selecting and adding together from .the 
general list the several individual lists of the inhabitants 
residing within the limits of each district respectively 4 
which amount must include the number of polls entitled 
to exemption as aforesaid, pertaining to the districts res- 
pectively. This being done the remainder of the opera- 
tion is performed by the rule of proportion, thus : As the 
total amount of the list bf the society is to the amount of 
monies to be apportioned, so is the amount of the list of 
the district to the sum to which the district is entitled -^ 
.Suppose, for example, the sum of 450 dollars to be appor- 
tioned in a society consisting often districts, and the total 
amount of its list, including 50 adult military and other 
exempts, to be 50,000 dollars, and those exempts distrib- 
uted as in the following schedule ; the apportionment will 
be as follows : 



R7* in.] School Society Cobimittee. 255 

Hstricts, List. Exempts. Total. Apportionment. 



No. 1 


§$5000 


5 


g5300 


S50 


35 


2 


4000 


4 


4240 


40 


28 


n 
O 


4500 


6 


4860 


46 


17 


- ' 4 ' 


4700 


6 


0060 


48 


07 


5 


5300 


4 


5540 


52 


63 


6 


4700 


5 


5000 


47 


50 


7 


4000 


4 


4240 


40 


28 


8 


5400 


6 


5760 


54 


72 


9 


4500 


3 


4680 


44 


46 


10 


4900 


7 

50 


5320 


50 


54 




247,000 


g5Q,000 


g475 


00 



Th societies where schools of a higher order are institu- 
J, in pursuance of the provisions of the tenth and elev- 
th sections of the statute first recited, the money appli- 
bte to the support of such schools is drawn from the ap- 
rtionment of the several districts in such proportion that 
s part paid over to the committee of that school shall be 
the remaining part, as the number of children belong- 
5 to any district, actually attending said school for the 
ar, computing from four to fourteen years of age, is to 
e number of children of such district, of the same age, 
ab do not attend said school. Or, in other words, that 
e sum to be paid over, shall bear the same proportion to 
e total sum of the district's money, which the number cf 
ifdren, from four to fourteen years of age which attend 
e school, bears to the whole number of children of that 
;e belonging to the district. ' 

Thus, suppose a school of a higher order instituted in 
e society which is the subject of the calculations in the 
regoing schedule, at which twenty-five children attend 
r the year from five of the ten districts therein mention- 
l(in the proportion stated in the fopBting schedule, the 
attributions from those districts wilfbe as follows : 
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Children Mt District 

Districts, attending, attending. Stock. To fay over. 

No. 1 5 40 g50 35 g5 59 5 

2 6 30 40 28 6 713 

4 4 36 48 07 . 4 .80 7 

6 3 29 47 50 4 45 3 

7 7 33 40 28 . 7 04 9 



25 168 $226 48 £28 61 7 

It may not be amiss to remark that, through inadvert- 
ance to the phraseology of the original form of the certif- 
icate which is to accompany the orders-of the society com? 
miltee for school monies, in the substitution of a different 
form, the present operation of the law is to require a sin* 
gular succession of certificates to verify the same facts. 
That a society committee appointed in September, October 
or November in any given year, should be required to cer- 
tify in the following March, that the school in said socie- 
ty had been kept in all respects according to law ; all 
monies faithfully applied, &c. for the year ending on 
the 30th day of September then last, which in most cases 
will have been prior to their appointment, and the facts* 
of course not within their official cognizance, would seem 
questionable. But that this should be made necessary af- 
ter the same facts had been previously verified by the cer- 
tificate of a committee under whose immediate direction 
such schools had been actually kept, and who must there- 
fore necessarily be best acquainted with those facts, is sure* 
ly, little short of absurdity. 

It is to be observed that the portion of school monies 
for which orders are to be drawn on the Treasurer, being 
the two dollars on the ihouaand'm the lists, accrues but once 
in each year ; being an allowance " out of the rate of each 
town, as the same" xf brought into the state treasury ."_. 
The other portion being the interest arising on school 
funds, for which orders are to be drawn on the Controller^ 
is payable twice in each year, in March and October.— 
When both are drawn for at the same time, a certificate 
addressed to each of those officers must accompany the 
respective orders. 
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The provisions oflaw in relation to school society meet- 
tngs are contained in the statute under the title Appro- 
priations, recited under the head of Religious Socie- 
ties ; and in the statute therein referred to, entitled " An 
act for forming, ordering, and regulating societies." Five 
days notice at least is necessary ; and a major vote of the 
inhabitants present, is competent to any object within the 
power of the society, except the institution of a school of 
a higher order, and an application to the General Assem- 
bly for liberty to improve the society's proportion of public 
school monies for the support of the christian ministry, or 
the public worship of God ; in which the affirmative vote 
of two-thirds is necessary ; and the latter must be voted 
at a meeting, warned for thaf purpose only. 

Notification of a School Society Meeting. 

The inhabitants of the school society in the town 

of A. qualified to vote in society meetings, are hereby no- 
tified and warned to assemble at in said society, on 
the * day of at o'clock in the noon, then 
and thereto act and vote in and upon the following partic- 
ulars, vifc. 
'' To choose a moderator of the meeting. 

To choose a clerk of the said society for the year ensu- 
ing- 

To choose a committee to order the prudential affairs of 
the said society for the year ensuing. 

To choose a society treasurer for the year ensuing. 

To appoint committees in the several school districts 
in said society for the year ensuing. 

To appoint overseers, or visitors, of the schools is said 
Society for the year ensuing * 

[To pass any order relative to the division of the said 
society into proper and necessary districts for keeping dis- 
trict schools.] 

♦Or say generally-* 7b choose all such society and district 
officers /br the cnsidng year } as school societies are im/ioner 
ed annually to choose, 

x2 
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[To pan any order relative to any alteration tor tegn* 
lation of the school districts in said society, which maybe 
thought proper.] 

[To pass any order relative to the formation of a dis- 
trict by connecting a part of a district in the said society, 
with another part of a district in the school society 

in the town of B.] 

[To agree upon a committee, in conjunction with sjtc 
school society in the town of & to fix the place on 
which the school house shall be erected for the distikx 
^formed out of the two school societies.] ■ ■■.:■/' 

[To pass any order relative to the dissolution of a dis- 
trict formed in conjunction with the . school fcfcfety 
in the town of B.} * :r . :..-,... ., 

Given under our hands at A. this day of - 19 :• 

£ J 1 School iociejy 

■J 
When a .notification consists of a variety of articles to 
be acted upon, it will b«- .xpedient to number them for 
the greater convenience of reference in transacting the 
business of the meeting, 1 and in the records.. ? The forgo- 
ing form contains most of the articles which will ordina- 
rily occur in notifications for society meetings ; though 
it is to be observed that all the articles in that form *re 
not expected ever to occur in any one notifications •. / • 

For a meeting to authorize an application to thr General 
Assembly for liberty to improve school monies fir oufifiott 
of ministry ) &c* ' . \ 

* The inhabitants of the School Society in the to*n 

of A. qualified to vote in society meetings, are hereby «oti« 
fied and warned, to assemble at * in said society, oa 
the ,dayof at o'clock in the noon 9 

then and there to pass a vote, if they see cause, jto apptp 
to the General Assembly of this state, requesting liberty 
to improve the said society's proportion (or '^in^ part of 
said society's proportion] of the interest arising on the pub- 
lic school funds, for the support of the christian tnjWstry, 
or the public worship of God ; in pursuance of a prow sfe>n 

of the statute entitled, « An aet *pj*opital^^*^C9 



which ahall arise ©Mhe sale of the western land* belong- 

log? to this state." v 

Given under p*r hand* at A. this day of 18 . 

S ^; p;)sthool &^iet r 

r.H.J 



* - ^' «" f Committee. 



tfbr« of Committee'* Order for School Atonic* on the Stat* 

Ireaturer, 
Sir. 

Please ty deliver to A. B. the amount appertaining to 
the school society in the town of C.in pursuance of the 
third section of the act entitled " An act for appointing 
regulating, and encouraging Schools" which allows tm 
doUdra upon every thousand dollars in the list of each 
school society, out of the rate of each town, as the same 
shall be brought into the state treasury, for the benefit of 
schools. 

Dated at C the day of 18 . 

P £7 School society 

H £j Con ™ iltc * 
* To A. JT. Esq. State Treasurer* . 

i ■ . ■ 

J; j . Another^ on the Controller* 

*8ir r •*■•* ■ 

Please to draw on the State Treasurer in. favour ofyl. B. 
for such sum of money as the school society in the 

vtownof V. may be entitled to receive jof the. interest on 
School funds in the State Treasury on the .first day of 
March [or October] instant, 8cc. pursuant to the fourth sec- 

>tion of , the act entitled "An act for appointing, regulating} 

.and encouraging. Schools." 

v: . Dated at C* this day of 18 . 

' " ' p'q' /School society 

H I 1 Committee. 

u To E. CJ. ~l£sq. Controller of public accounts. . 

■ ■ • Each of the foregoing orders must be accompanied by 
i the certificate prescribed by the statute) a&d inserted at 
. : lbt~bcgi»niog of this |*rt* 



*r r 



<< 
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the school society committee, or to the clerk of the socie* 
ty, to be- put on file in his office for the benefit of the com- 
mittee, and others of the society, stating the aggregate 
amount of expence of paying and boarding the instructor 
in such district during the period between the first of 
October and the first of March, and between the first of 
March and the first of October, respectively. - 
~ The expences of the school) other than those of the wa- 
ges and boarding of the instructor, are to be defrayed by 
the district in such way and manner as they may agree.—* 
It is to be observed that this may be done in any manner, 
apportioned by any ratio, and collected in any way in which 
the district shall be unanimously agreed, but that no indi- 
vidual of the district can be obliged to pay but by a rate 
Computed by the rule prescribed by the second sectipn of 
the statute entitled " An act providing lor the collection 
and payment of Rates and Taxes ;" which is, "according, 
and in proportion, to the general list of polls and estate 
from time to time given and made, according to law ; 
except when another rule is by law provided." 

The inhabitants of every school district, qualified to vote 
in school society meetings, may ",tax themselves" for the 
purpose of boarding and repairing, or otherwise procuring 
a school-house, for said district ; furnishing necessary ap- 
pendages and accommodations,purcJiMing suitable ground, 
and supplying wood. Non-residents of a school district, 
having rateable estate, within it, are liable to pay taxes o» 
such estate, in common with the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict, for all the purposes, for which such districts are 
empowered to lay taxes. Mien, v. Glcazon, 4. Day. 376. 
The inhabitants of a district are also im powered to choose 
a clerk, who is to be sworn to make true entries, and give 
copies of the votes of the district % r to appoint a collector, 
and a treasurer ; which last shall be sworn to a faithful 
discharge of his trust, and shall receive all monies belong- 
ing to the district, and pay out the same to the order of 
the district, or its committee, and render his account an- 
nually. 

No express provision is made in the statute for gran- 
ting a rate for u supporting of schools," other than by 
the society itself. In what way districts may proceed so 
to raise upon the inhabitants thereof any sum necessary 



pply the deficiency of the public monies in paying 
i<l tx>ardirig instructors, as to compel individuals to con- 
ribute their rateable proportion, may perhaps be jmade 
b question. 

The committee shall cause all the inhabitants of the 
district, qualified to vote as aforesaid, to be warned to 
meet at some convenient place within the district, at 
least three days exclusively before such meeting ,- and 
the district may, by a major vote of those present, tax 
thems.lvcs for any of the purposes for which they are 
authorized by law : And may by such vote mike rules 
relative to their school house, and to damages done the 
same, and to the furnkure and appendages *, and relative 
to wood to be supplied ; and to compel obedience by de- 
nying the privilege of the school to the children of nuchas 
refuse a compliance with such rules. 

It would seem to be the implied duty of the comrok- 
tee to call such meeting as soon as may be after his ap* 
pointment by the society, that the district may be duly 
organized. In districts where school-houses are to be 
built, or purchased, land bought, or considerable taxes 
imposed for any purpose, too much care and circumspec- 
tion can scarcely be exercised in the org nization and 
proceedings, by the due eppointment of the proper offi- 
cers, causing them to be sworn, and proper records, or 
minutes, made, that advantages be not taken by individ- 
uals disposed to be captious. 

Form of Notification of a District Meeting, 

The inhabitants of the district in the school 

society in the town of A. qualified to vote in school society 
meetings, are hereby warned to meet at the school-house 
in said district, on the day of instant, at 

o'clock in the noon, then and there to choose a 

clerk of the said district for the year ensuing — to grant 
a tax for buildirg — or purchasing or repairing (the J a 
school-house in said district, and for purchasing ground 
whereon to erect the same, or, for furnishing necessary 
appendages and accommodations for the school- house id 
said district,, appoint a collector of said tax, appoint a 
treasurer of said district for the year ensuing, agree upctfk 
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the place on which the school-house shall be erected, 
make and agree upon rules relative to the school house, 
and to damages done the same, and to the furniture and 
appendages thereof, agree upon the method of supplying 
wood for the school house, provide for the ex pence of 
visiting the shool by the school visitors, &c. and to do any 
other business necessary and proper to be done. 
Dated at A. this day of 18 . 

\Three days notice at least."] 

* « * 

Form of a Return to the Committee, or Clerk of the Society. 

' The following is a true account of the expences incur* 
red in the district in the school society in the 

town of A. between the first day of October last, and the 
first day of March instant [or the reverse] in paying and 
boarding the instructor of the school in said district, viz. 

. To £>. £. for six months instruction, at g 1 2 $72 00 

Boarding him 26 weeks at g 1.50 39 00 

» 

gin oo 

March % [or October] 18 . ' 

A. B. District Committee. ' 



SCHOOL SOCIETY CLERK. 

The Clerk of a school society is to take the oath 
by law provided for society clerks ; and, being so qual- 
ified, shall have the same powers and authorities as to the 
business of the said society, as the town-clerks have in the 
respective towns ; and his doings shall be as effectual in 
law : And he is to continue in office until another is chos- 
en and sworn in his room- Statutes B. i./i. 629. 

As the powers and authorities of a society clerk, are 
the same as those, of a town clerk, mutatis mutandis, so also 
will be his duties, so far as the business, concerns, and 
transactions of the society are similar to those of a town ; 
it will be unnecessary therefore to be particular in defining 
those duties in detail, as reference may be had to the defc 
inition of those of town clerk in part second. 



a plain, co* "« and intelligible'manne'r, particularly dc- 
scribrtiR «»e _™ e and place of the meetings at which they 
were respectively passed and done. They are also to re- 
cord the iepO»s of committees appointed to. fix the places 
whereon school houses are to be erected when made to 
them. 

It is believed that great convenience will he found in 
making the office of the clerk the deposite of the returns 
of the several officers which are to furnish the society 
committee with the information necessary to the propel 
discharge of their duties. Nor need this course interfere 
with the provisions of the statute] which seems to contem- 
plate the returns of the district committees to be made to 
the society committee, as they may be made to them 
through this office, and lodged here for their inspection 
and use. These returns, with those of the school visit- 
ors, which last are to be made but once in each year, 
should be placed and kept in regular files, to be easily re- 
sorted to as occasion may require. In case there be no 
committee for ordering the affairs of the society, it is made 
the duty of the clerk to notify society meetings. 

Society-Clerk 1 * Oath. 
You -A. B. being chosen and appointed clerk of this so- 
ciety! do swear that you wiil faithfully attend and execute 
the place and office of a society-clerk for the said society, 
according to your best skill : And make true entry of all 
such votes as shall be made by said society according to 
law ; and deliver true copies when they shall be required 
of you, taking only your just fees. So help you Corf. 

SCHOOL-DISTRICT CLERK. 

The inhabitants of any school district, qualified to vote 
in society meetings, are empowered to choose a clerk, 
who shall be sworn to make true cutties, and give copies 
of the votes of the district. 
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However inconsid erable and unimportant may appear the 
office ^of clerk to a community, so comparatively small as 
that of a school-district, much may depend upoti the proper 
and correct performance of its duties. — It is adviseable that 
bc-alto keep a book for the records of the district, that its 
doings may be more securely preserved than could be 
done by minutes upon loose and scattering scraps of paper. 
In this book should be carefully entered, from time to 
time, the votes and doings of the district at their several 
meetings, particularly specifying the time and place as in 
the duty of society clerks just described ; of which it is 
his duty to give copies' whenever the same are required 
by proper authority v and for this last service he is un- 
doubtedly entitled to a reasonable reward. 



.... SCHOOL SOCIETY TREASURER. 

'This officer is to be chosen by the qualified inhabitants 
ttf the society legally assembled*, at their annual meeting ; 
and he is to be under the same regulations} and have the 
same power and authority in the society, as town treas- 
urers have in their respective towns ; and he is to take 
the same oath which is administered to town-treasurers. 

He is to have the charge and custody, not only of all 
monies belonging to the society, but of all bonds, deeds, 
leases securities, &c. which shall be lodged with him by 
the committee of the society ; keeping regular accounts 
thereof, and holding the same under the direction, and 
subject to the disposal of the said committee, the order of 
whom is, in all cases relating to the duties of his office, a 
sufficient warrant and voucher. 

The monies drawn from the public treasury for the 
support of schools, are distributed to the several districts 
through the office of the society treasurer, by the order 
and direction of the society committee. The treasurer 
should therefore open and keep an account current with 
the society, and with the several school districts in the so- 
ciety. The account of the former is to be credited by the 
amount of monies coming into his hands from the state- 
treasury, interest received on bonds and other securities, 
as well as from any other source, to the use of the socie- 
ty ' t and debited with the amounts paid oyer to the com* 

y 
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jmttees or the districts by order of the society committee, 
us by tfcexn apportioned ; and the several accounts with 
the latter are credited by the amounts of their respective 
accounts o* P avin g and boarding instructors, as returned 
,by the district committees, and debited with their respec- 
tive apportionments, as the same are paid over on the sod- 
,ty committee's order. 

' When the offices of clerk and treasurer are not united 
in the same person, which, as there is no incompatfbi/ity 
in them, it will be generally found convenient so to unite, 
ijt may be made the duty of the clerk by vote of the society 
to furnish to the treasurer an abstract of those return*! 
comAng merely a list of the several amounts, with tht 
districts to which they respectively belong. 

In paying over 'the apportionment of monies to the 
sveral district committees, or treasurers v receipts should be 
taken from each by the society treasurer. When a 
general order from the society committee accompanies 
the apportionment, a general receipt may be so framed up- 
on the back of such apportionment and order, as that whes 
.the several payments are made it shall be only necessary 
to enter therein the name, or number of the district, thi 
sum paid over, and the signature of the district committee} 
or treasurer, receiving the same. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER. 

School Districts are empowered also at a legal meeting 
of their qualified voters, to choose a Treasurer forthe dis- 
trict, who shall also be sworn to a faithful discharge of 
his trust : and shall receive all monies belonging to the 
district, shall pay out the same to the order of the district 
,or its committee, and render his account annually. 

Statutes jB. i.fi. 586. 
., Treasurers of districts, it is believed, have not ordinari- 
ly been chosen, but in those districts where monies have, 
.for any of the purposes for which it may by law be done, 
been granted and collected by rate upon the inhabitants of 
the district : But where such an officer is chosen by the 
district and sworn, he is doubtless the proper person to 
receive the monies pertaining to the district from the so- 
ciety treasury \ and his receipt therefor must in all cases 
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e a sufficient voucher to the society treasurer, in ac- 
xttmting with the district. 



SCHOOL DISTRICT COLLECTOR. 

• .Collectors of taxes in school districts are to be appointed' 
as other school district officers, and have the same pow- 
er to levy and collect a tax laid on the polls and rateable' 
estate of the inhabitants of the district, by warrant from 
an assistant^ ox justice of the peace, (which warrant they 
are authorized to give) as other collectors of taxes by law 
have. Statutes B. i.fl. 586. 

If any officer duly appointed at any time by a school 
society shall refuse to execute the trust committed to 
him, he shall suffer the penalty which town officers are 
liable to for refusing to serve in the offices to which they 
are chosen. Statutes B t z.fi. 581. 



SCHOOL MASTERS. 

Instructors of district schools do not, indeed, belong 
to the list of society or district officers, as being subject to 
their appointment as such, but are recognized by our statute 
laws as subject to certain duties, and entitled to certain 
privileges, in relation to those communities, and constitute 
alpromiuent SuVjectof attention in a work of this nature. 
• It is provided by statute " That no person shall keep 
a district school until sficli i ptrt^onjje^exarhined and ap- _ 
proved by the visitors of the school societyilT which IticTi 
school district belongs, and receive a certificate of such. 
examination and approbation, subscribed by such visitors, 
or a majority of them, or by a committee consisting of 
not less than three persons of their own number, to be 
appointed by such visitors, or a majority of them, in aay 
of their meetings." Statutes B. i.fi. 588. 

If on examination of any instructors by the school vis- 
itors, they are found deficient in any requisite qualifica- 
tion ; or if. they will not conform to the regulations by 
them adopted and inforced, such visitors are empowered, 
and it is made their duty, to displace them. 



MS 
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The schools mult be subjected to the via 
visitors, and the public exercises of the yout 
their instruction in letters, religion, morals, 
may be directed and appointed at their disci 
is nude particularly their duty to direct the 
of the bible by such of the youth as are cap 
the weekly instruction in some catechism 
proved ; and to recommend that the mastci 
t xcrcisea of each day with prayer. 

The injunction of these duties upon sc ho 
relation to instructors, wont J seem) by impli 
pose duties of a serious nature upon the 
school*, it seems, are considered, by the It* 
merely as literary institutions, bul as nurse 
g'.oti, morals, and m itinera. " If it is a duty 
to " recammand" prayer in the school, it is sc 
of the instructor, even in a legal point of vie* 
i', as that it is at least aduhtd by the suprei 
and the collective wisdom of the state. 

Religion and morals may be considered a: 
all other useful attainments ; the early imprt 
mind, and the habits of thinking and actjn 
formed ii that period of life which is spent a 
erally fix and determine the character and 
future man ; and the character of those im 
habits dependi principally, under God, upon 
hand of parents, guardians and instructors, 
ticuUr manner the latter relation. 

Such and so formidable at :he preseift timi 
r:Baofi..l^l«Jity and irrelijion in the world, 
« peculiar nesMoity E»r strengthening our 
the moral and religious establishments of t 
and among those guards our schools of lear 
lainly not the least considerable ; and in pro] 
influence of schools upon Eoci,-ty,is the ir 
having instructors of a moral and religious i 

** The school -master," says a modern writ' 
of the evil just alluded to, " has an influct 
minds of his young charge, which ought ne 
guarded by their parents, nor misiraprovec 

* Smith an t&e Prafihtciet, 
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ttructor^ His example, and any remarks made by him, 
sure weighty with the listening pupils, who arc accustom- 
cd t» reverence their instructor. Surely then he ought; 
to be a person of correct religious sentiments and habits, 
•s well as of good information. And those communities 
which have enacted strict laws relative to this object, have, 
set an example worthy to be imitated by every part of the 
world/ Would you htfve a nurse," he adds, " who would 
poison your child ? Or is the poisoning of their souls of 
less importance than that of their bodjep ? The want of 
properly guarding this principle, and the exclusion of 
bibleSf prayers, and religious instruction from our 
schools, have opened a wide door to infidelity and irreli; 
gion, the consequences of which are alarming. And a 
speedy and thorough reform in this particular is of great 
importance against the present threatening evils." 

If it be true that there is an intimate connection be- 
tween the interests of religion, and those of useful learn- 
ing generally, it is certainly a subject of much regret that 
the disuse of prayers and religious instructions In our 
schools ha* become so prevalent : And those instructors 
who may signalize themselves by their exertions and ex- 
ample, toward a restoration of ancient usages in that 
particular, will render an essential benefit to the com- 
munity, uid merit every encouragement from the pat- 
rons of truth, virtue and piety. Indeed one can scarcely 
forbear, on reflecting upon this subject, to hazard a hope, 
that the period is not far distant when a system may be 
devised in which a portion of our now respectable, and 
hopefully increasing school funds may, by legislative pro- 
vision, be applied to a discriminating encouragement 
of that class of school instructors who duly appreciate the 
true nature and importance of their employment, and 
faithfully discharge the solemn duties of it in the spirit of 
the laws which have given birth to so valuable and ex- 
cellent an institution. 

Persons sustaining the office of school-master, and con- 
Btuntly pursuing that employment, are by statute made 
the subjects of certain privileges t— They are exempted 
from working at highways, when the same are repaired 
by the poll; in the manner provided by the first section of 

y2 
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the statute " for providing, altering, regulating, and men- 
ding highways." Statutes B. /. fi. 375. 

** Constant School-masters" are exempted from. having 
their heads set in the list of polls and rateable eatates, 
and consequently from any poll-tax. Statutes B. i.fl. 466. 

" Constant School-masters" are likewise exempted 
from doing military duty in the militia of this state. - 

' Statutes B. /. fi. 500* 



SCHOOL VISITORS. 

It is provided by the ninth section of the "Act for ap- 
pointing, regulating, and encouraging schools." That 
each school society shall appoint a suitable number of 
persons not exceeding nine, of competent skill in letters, 
to be overseers, or visitors of all the schools in such so- 
ciety ; Whose duty it shall be in any of their meet- 
ings to examine the instructors, and to displace such as 
may be found deficient in any requisite qualification, or 
who will not conform to the regulations by them adopt- 
ed ; to superintend and direct the instruction of the youth 
in letters, religion, morals, and manners ; to appoint, at 
their discretion, public exercises for the youth, and to 
visit the schools twice at least, during each season for 
schooling ; at which visitation two or more of them shall 
be present ; and particularly to direct the daily reading 
of the bible, by such of the youth as are capable of it ; 
and the weekly instruction in some catechism by them 
approved ; and also to recommend that the master con- 
clude the exercises of each day with prayer. • . 

Statutes B. i.fi. 581. 
A subsequent statute provides that no person shall keep 
a district school until he be examined and approved by 
the visitors of the society to which such school district be- 
longs, and receive a certificate of such examination and 
approbation, subscribed by such visitors, or a majority of 
them, or by a committee consisting of not less than three 
of their number, to be appointed by such visitors, or a 
majority of them, in any of their meetings; which ap- 
pointment such visitors are authorised to make. 

Statttfci <#« '• A 58** 
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«■ When schools of .a higher pr/le? are instituted in. (pit* 
society, to perfect the youth admitted therein, in reading, 
penmanship, English gt^romar, composition, arithmetic* 
geography, &c. also in the first principles of .religion and 
morality ; and in general to form them for usefulness. in 
society s No pupil shall be admitted but such, as has pass- 
ed .through the. ordinary course of instruction in the com* 
xnon schools, and. shall have attained to such maturity in 
years and understanding as to be capable of improvement 
in such school in the opinion of the overseers, or visitors, 
and shall by them, or any three of them be admitted 
therein. And if at any time it shall so happen that more 
pupils are admitted than can be accommodated, orin- 
structed together, they shall be instructed in such course 
and order as to give all an equal chance. 
. Such is the brevity of the statutes in .relation to the do- 
ties of an office which must necessarily embrace a con- 
siderable variety and extent .of duties, to give complete ef- 
fect to the system of which it is an important part : And 
it is not without a degree of diffidence that the attempt ib 
made to define and^arrange those duties which the legis- 
lature has thought proper to leave to the discretion of the 
officer ; while it is to be. presumed that some uniform rule 
of proceeding is, to most who are concerned in the sub- 
ject, a desireable. object. 

According to the very succinct provisions, of the stat- 
utes, unless the instructors of the schools have been duly 
examined, and receive*) certificates of approbation— unless 
the schools have been twice, at least, visited, during the 
season for schooling, and unless these and other require- 
ments have, been so complied with as to enable the socie- 
ty committee, to certify, under a penalty of sixty dollar* for 
a false certificate, that the schools have been kept " in all 
respects according to law," the society is not to be entitled 
, to its proportion of public money. 

It becomes expedient, then, that as soon as possible af- 
ter the meeting at which society officers are appointed, 
there should be a meeting of the school visitors, to organ- 
ize themselves, and to make arrangement* for giving the 
. necessary and proper sanctions to the commencement of 
the winter schools. 



* • • 
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< Of this meeting the committees of the eeveral ached 
districts should be seasonably notified, to afford an oppor- 
tunity of bringing forward their respective instructors -for 
examination. 

* After the appointment of a chairman, or president, and 
clerk of the board of visitors', it will be expedient to settle 
and define, by vote, the rules of proceeding for the yearyde-* 
signate the requisite qualifications of the instructors, and 
the catechisms tone by them taught ; assign the mode of 
visiting the schools, and the manner and form in which 
the duty enjoined upon the visitors of recommending the 
use of prayer .in the schools shall be discharged : After 
wjiich, and the appointment of an examining comsskfet* 
for the greater convenience of occasional applications* 
such instructors as are present may (and perhaps, as 
much as may be in all cases, should) be examined by the 
entire board. 

Of these several votes and proceedings of the board, 
true minutes are to' be taken and kept by the clerk; as 
attested copy of which, and of the minutes of all the do* 
ittgs of the board, should at the close of the year, be Jogg- 
ed in the office of the society clerk. ■ ■ - « 

It will be the duty of the examining committee, which 
ought, perhaps, to be enjoined by vote of the board, to 
keep regular minutes of their doings, for which object it 
may be adviseable to appoint one of their number a clerk ; 
and a report should be made of the same at the close of 
the year, to the general board, at a meeting for that pur- 
pose, and the same entered on their minutes. And 
in case the visitation of the schools be performed by sub- 
divisions of the board, in the different sections of the soci- 
ety, reports fro A them respectively of their doings, will 
also be necessary at the close of the year, to be entered in 
the general return ; that the information to the society 
committee may be complete. The arrangement respec* 
ting their visitations, and the reports of those subdivisions 
should be prescribed and enjoioed by vote of the board. ' 

In contemplating the duties of school visitors in regard 
to religious instruction and exercises in schools, and at 
the same time recollecting the very prevalent neglect of 
them at the present day, one can scarcely forbear to re- 
mark! that the claims of society upon those officers are 
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but very incompetently discharged by a mere cold and 
formal attention to the subject. In a community so pro- 
fessedly religious as our's, there is certainly great propri- 
ety in the introduction of religion into our,schools of learn- 
ing. This is no less the dictate of reason and common 
sense, than the language and spirit of the statute. Surely 
those principles which are to have the governing influ- 
ence in the life of the man, should be inculcated upon the 
mind of the child at that period when it is most suscepti- 
ble of lasting impressions. 

School visitors are empowered by statute to require 
and compel the reading of the bible, instruction in some 
catechism, &c. but can only " recommend*' the use of 
prayer ia the schools ; and there is, perhaps, too much 
reason to fear that, in many societies, if even this be not 
altogether omitted, it is so performed by way of formal 
suggestion, as to indicate that a compliance with the r*- 
commendation is neither expected, or wished.— To those 
gentlemen acting in this capacity, who have children 
whom they wish, and anxiously hope to see walking in 
the path of duty, as well religious, as moral and social, 
... the appeal is made, whether a more earnest and solemn 
^ attention be not due to this subject. If the framers of 
^ the statute mis-judged in incorporating into it a provision 
. of this nature, we are surely in a very promising way 
to correct the error by the lax and inefficient manner in 
which we enforce and execute it ; while the prevailing 
fashion of the day, of confiding the -instruction of our 
schools to p-rsf*w* w-hftgs youih and levity of character are 
a pretty certain barrier against their efficacy, is calculated 
to render ineffectual any possible means of enforcing it. 

A circular address to the instructors by the board of 
visitors, accompanying the recommendation with argu- 
ments and incentives, has in some instances been resorted 
to ; with what effect is not fully known : But be the effect 
what it may, as it is not in the power of the visitors to 
controul the effect, or ensure success to any means they 
may use, a proper and conscientious discharge of their 
duty is not the less necessary* and transfers the respon- 
sibility of the event upon other heads. 

It was doubtless the intention of the legislature that the 
visitation of the schools should be so performed) with a 
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view to a two-fold object, as while they served to direct 
and regulate the management of the schools, should at 
the same time excite a spirit of emulation in the schol- 
ars. The latter object, it is believed, will be best attained 
by having this duty performed by the whole board of 
visitors, where societies are so circumstanced as to ren- 
der it convenient. As to the number of visitors in each 
year, there can be little doubt that the expression in the 
statute " twice at least during each season for schooling" 
means nothing less than twice in winter and twice in «um- 
mer ; as the statute throughout seems to contemplate this 
distinction of school seasons. This suggestion would 
seem to have been superfluous, but as doubts have existed 
whether the " season for schooling*' did not mean the 
entire year ; making two visitations only necessary. 

A) soon as may be after the 30th of September % which 
terminates the school year, a meeting of the board of 
school visitors ought to be held for the purpose of com- 
pleting their mums, for the year ; and, by filing them Jit 
the office of the clerk of the society, furnish the soclttjr 
committee with the evidence which is required from 
their department, to enablo-the committee to make their 
certificate. A form for this return will be addtd heptWr 
with a hope that it may be found a convenience to' some. 

And here naturally arises a query as to the expediency 
of the present provisions of the statute, in relation to the 
iIV»i? of hQJjijpgsr.hool society meetings. It will be observ- 
ed that the certificate *»£ the school society committee is, 
predicated upon " the year ending w* tin? 3oth day of Sep- 
tember ;" and the public school monies are payable at the 
State Treasury on the first day of October ; whereas so- 
ciety meetings for the annual appointment of society offi- 
cers may be held in October or November ; from which 
results these inconveniencies : The yearly return of fhe 
school visitors, furnishing to the society committee \h& 
necessary evidence to enable them to certify, being marie 
in season for the committee to draw their orders on the 
controller as soon as may be after the first of October , that 
board will of course, consider its duties discharged, and a 
virtual vacancy occurs in the office until the ensuing so- 
ciety meeting, which may be, and generally is, deferred 
till Jfovember. The district committee also, having ck>s- 



«d his account, and made his returns to the societjr com- 
mittee, or clerk, considers his duties at an end ; and the 
district, not being authorized to appoint a committee, is 
under the necessity of anticipating the appointment of its 
committee by the society, by designating at its district 
meeting, some person to serve as a sort of agent (until he 
be regularly appointed hy the society,) in providing an in- 
structor, and managing its prudentials. The consequence 
is, thatip most societies the district committees are in 
fact appointed by the districts (which have no legal au- 
thority so to do) sanctioned afterward indeed, by the soci- 
ety at its subsequent meeting ; or that a different person 
is appointed by the society, after some of the most impor- 
tant duties of the office are exercised by the aforesaid a- 
gent, and embarrassment is created upon the district.— 
These inconveniences would be remedied by restricting 
school society meetings to the month of September exclu- 
sively. 

Form of a Certificate to a School Instructor, examined by 

the Board. 

. At a meeting of the board of school visitors of the 
school society in the town of A. for the year ending op 
the 30th Sept. 1814, holden on the day of B.C. 
presented himself for examination as an instructor in the 
[third"] school district in said society ; and on being duly 
'examined by the board, was found possessed of the requi- 
site qualifications, and approved as such. 

D.E.- 

H.'t I School Visitors; 

Remark. This certificate must be subscribed by a ma- 
jority of the visitors in the society. 

Certificate on Examination by a Committee. 

We the subscribers, duly appointed an examining com- 
mittee of the school visitors in the school society in 
the town of A. for the year ending, on the 30th Septem- 
ber, .1814, do certify that B. C. was examined £y us rcla- 
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five to his qualifications as an instructor of a school in the 
[ihira\ school district in said society, and was found duly 
qualified and approved as such. Dated at A. this day 
of 1814. 
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Form of School Visitor^ annual return. 

At a meeting of the school visitors of the school 
socitty in the town of A. for the year ending on the 30th 
September, 18 14, holden on the day of October, 1613, 
present B. C, D. E,, F. G., &c. 

B. C. was chosen president (or chairman) of the board, 
and, 

D. E. was chosen clerk of the same, 

Votedy That this board will consider a competent know- 
ledge of, and skill in, the arts of Reading, Writing, and 
Spelling the English language ; the principles and rules 
of Arithmetic, and English Grammar, Sec. &c. &c. togeth- 
er with a good moral character ; as requisite qualifications 
in the instructors of schools in the said society for the cur- 
rent year. 

Voted, That it be enjoined on the said instructors not 
only to instruct their schools in these, but also that they 
pay strict attention to the morals and manners of their 
scholars. 

Voted, That as a catechism to be tatight weekly by 
the said instructors in their schools, they be directed to 
make use of,, and teach— 7%? Lord* Prayer— The Ten 
Commandments— &c. &V. [or, at the board agree.] 

Voted, That a circular address be presented to the sev- 
eral instructors of schools in this society, in the name of 
the board, upon the subject of the duties required . of 
School Visitors and instructors in regard to religious and 
moral instruction, by the ninth section of the statute 
" for appointing, regulating, and encouraging schools ;" 
and that B. C. be a committee of this board to prepare the 
same. 

Voted, That B. C, D. E., &c. &c. be an examining 
committee of the school visitors for the current year ; 
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jndftat fheyl* directed at the close of the year to report 
ttidi' doings to the hoard. 

Voted, That B. C. and D. E. be directed to visit the 
schools in the [first, second and fourth'] districts ; that F. 
G. and M. I* do visit the school in the {third, fifth and t 
ninth] districts ; and that K. L. and M. M do visit the 
schools in the {sixth, seventh and ninth] districts, during 
the current year, and make report thereof to this board. 

* Or, 
The following instructors of schools, viz. 0. P., :R. JS. 
and T. W. being present, were examined by the bcfcrd, 
and being found duly qualified, were approved, and certifi- 
cates were awarded them respectively. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to the day 

of October next, at o'clock, then to be again holderi 

at this place. 

True minutes, 

Attest; D. E. Clerk. 

At a meeting of the school visitors, Sec. held according 
to adjournment on the day of October 1814. Present 
B. d. &c. &c. 

The examining committee of the school visitors for the 
% year ending on the 30th September last, report, that on 
I the day of last, they examined the following 

'* ihsttuttors, vrz. C. D., E. F. and G. If. that on the 
day of the same month they examined I. K., L, M. and 
A". 0. and finding them duly qualified, they awarded them 
"* certificates of approbation accordingly. 

B. C. and £>. E. make report to the board that on the 
day of last, and again on the - day of 

last, they visited the winter schools, viz-, in the 
first district, taught by G. H. in the second district, taught by 
E. F. and in "the fourth district, taught by C. D. And al- 
so, that on the day of last, they visited the 
summer schools in the said districts, taught by the same 
instructors ; and that they found the said instructors pos- 
sessed of certificates of examination and approbation, and 
the said schools severally and respectively kept in all re- 
spects according to law. 

F. G. and H. I. report, &c. Scc.fcc. 
z 
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[Or f if the schools are visited by the whole board) let it 
be stated in due order 9 in the minute* of the board) accor- 
dingly.] 

Voted) That the clerk of this board be directed to lodge 
CD file in the office of the clerk of this society, an attested 
copy of all the minutes by him taken and kept of the do-* 
ings of this board) daring the year past. 

True minutes, 

Attest. D. E. Clerk/ 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the ori- 
ginal minutes, 

Attest. D. E. Clerk, v 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 



The following certificates were not obtained in season 
for insertion at the beginning of the work. 

I have examined the Third Part of the work entitled 
The Connecticut Town-Officer, by Samuel Whitings 
Esquire ; relating to the powers and duties of ecclesiasti- 
cal and school societies. The correct knowledge, %&n d 
exact execution of those powers and duties are less 
frequent, and much more important than is generally con- 
ceived. The foundations of the commonwealth are laid 
in those subordinate communities. In them the people 
and their officers exercise highly important functions of 
civil government ; and from them are derived the most 
interesting traits of public and individual character.— -The 
work in question contains those statutes relating to the 
subject which are immediately practical, accompanied 
with such concise forms, directions and remarks, as are 
calculated not only to render the several duties plain, and 
their performance correct, but objects of more particular 
attention ; and will be, I think, conducive to greater fideli- 
ty in discharging the weighty obligations imposed oa 
those societies by public and individual patronage. 

ROGER M. SHERMAN, 

Fairfield Dec. 3, 1813. 



I have perused a work entitled, u The Connecticut 
Town-Officer,'* by Samuel Whiting Eaq ; and am of 
opinion, that it will be found to be a convenient and use- 
ful manual to the different officers of our Towns and So- 
cieties. That a work of this kind is much wanted, will 
not be questioned by any one, who considers how little 
experience or skill in the details of publick business, is 
too often possessed by those, for whose use it is more 
particularly designed. 



Banbury, April 27 ', 1814. 



MOSES HATCH. 
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A C 

Additions in the list) what, Cashiers of Banks to ftw- 

182 nish statements, 17* 

Appropriation for school Casks, assize of, &c. 14 

funds, &c. 233 Cattle, to be marked, 15 

Assessments in the list, 181 Certificates of votes, forms 

to be returned, 183 of, &c. 36 

Assistants, when and how Charcoal, measure regula- 

elected, 16, 30 ted, ^ 96 

nomination how made, 25 Children, poor, how dispos- 

Asylums for the poor, 65 ed of, 6jfc 

B unruly, fee. bound out, 103 

Bail, to be taken by consta- Chimney \iewers,choice of, 8 

bles, ' 145 Clerks of the owners of 

bond, form of, 145 sheep, ' 66 

Ballast, selectmen's duty re- Collectors of rates,choideof, 8 

specting, 100 neglecting their duty, 7.4 

Ballot-box, at freemen's allowance for state tax, 84 

meetings, 24 of state taxes, 142 

Bank stock in the list, 178 of town taxes, their pow- 
Banks, to receive subscrip- er, 192 

tions, 236 Congress, representatives! 

Barberry bushes, how de- in . 21 

stroyed, 100 senators in, 21 

Bastardy, selectmen's pow- Communities, empowered to 

er, &c. respecting, 101 sue, Sec. 63 

Boundaries of towns, 10 Clerks of religious societies, 

selectmen's duty, 8cc. 102 forms, 240 

Bridges, stat. respecting, 1 1 Constables, choice of, 8 

to be railed, 42 oath, 61 

Bribery in elections, what, 19 to be furnished with 

extended to elections 

to congress, 23 

Butter and lard, inspectors 

of, 218 

Bye-laws in towns, statute 

respecting, 13 

Births, &c. records of, 1 32 
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and 


du- 


ties, 
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incompatibility 


of 
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fice, 
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warning of 


freemen's 


meetings, 
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282 " Index. 

Constables, not to draw, or F 

fill up writs, 157 Fees, constable's, 146 

towns not. responsible Fences, selectmen's duly 
for, 172 respecting, 109 

Controller of public ac- assignment of dividend, 
counts,' statute, 88 109 

Corn-meal, kiln-dried, in- Fence viewers, choice of, 8 
spectors of, 218 power and duty, 1 73 

D Flax and hemp, law repeal- 

Deaths, constables duties re- ed, 177 

specting, 147 Flour, inspectors- of, - 217 

to be recorded, 1 32 Fourfolds, in the list : 181 

Delinquents. -147 form of notice, 188 

Deserters, constables du- Fisheries, power of towns to 
ty, 147 regulate, 30 

Disturbances in freemen's persons em ployed in, 176 
meetings, 24 Foreigners, how gain settle- 

Dogs, mischievous, i23 ment, 43 

Duties on writs must be cer- Forcible entry and detain- 
tified, 162 er, 149 

E Freemen's meetings, warned 

Election, statutes regulat- and held, 16,23 

ing, 16,30 Laws to be readt 17 

general, when and presiding officer, 23 
where, 17 disturbance in, 24 

undue influence Sec. Freemen how admitted, 3 1 
in, 19 qualifications of, 31,. 34 

explained, 8cc 19, 23 estate must be record- 
writs of, in case of va- ed, 32 
cancy, "22 to be enrolled, 31 
ballotting in, how 24 selectmen's duty respect* 
selectmen's duty in, 107 ing, 110 
Encroachments, ^ select- Fugitives, selectmen's pow- 
men'sduty, * 107 er respecting, 110 
warrant to remove, 108 S* 
Executions, constable's pow- Gaugers, choice of, 8 
er, &c. 148 their appointment and 
service of, by const*- duty, 14,216 
bles, 159 Gallon measure, dimen- 
property exempt from, sions, 14 

162 Governor, Sec. when and 

Exemptions from poll-tax how elected, 17,21 

and list ; "" 175 Grandjuror^ choice of; 8 



Inslx. 383 

Grandjurors duty of towns Inspectors of provisions, 12! 
respecting, 34 of flour, • 2 if 

town clerk's duty respec- of pot and pearl ash- 
ting, 136 es, 2ir 
their power and duty, 192 of butter and Lard, 219 
» forms of complaints, of kiln-dried meal, 216 
&c. 196 of Lumber, 219 
H of Nails, 119 
Hartford and New-London Jurors, statute regulat- 
Banks,8cc. 235 ing, 48 
Hay wards, choice of, 8 constable's duty respect- 
power and duty, .2 IS ing, 150 
Hemp and flax, law repeal- K 

ed, -. 177 Key-keepers, choice of, 8 

Highways, statutes relating power and duty, 224 
to, 35, 42 Kiln-dried corn-meal, 218 

may be repaired by L 

tax, 37 Lands, sequestered to pub- 

rnode of layingout &c. 38 lie uses, 251 

discontinued by select- Lard, inspectors of, 218 

men, 4 1 Laws to be read at freemen's 

non-residents may be meetings, 17 

taxed, 42 town meetings, 95, 138 

must be railed incase, 42 of United States, distri- 

selectmen's power re- buted, 137 

apecting, 39, 111 Leather sealers, choice of, 8 

Horse-racing, constable's du- duties, 221 

ty, 149 Lieutenant governor, choice 

Houses of public entertain- of, 16, 28 

menf, 92 Listers, choice of, 8 

I with civil authority, &c. 

Idiots, 8cc. selectmen's duty to abate, 118 

respecting, 112 their power andduty, 174 

Inhabitants, statute relating to return certificate of 

to, 43,48 oath, 183 

foreigners, how to.be- their compensation,. 184 

come, 43 . forms for their use, 186 

of other states, 43 tables of calculation, 189 

of this st|te f 43 Limitation of actions against 

additional statute respect- constables, 151 

ing, 97 List of towns, when returna- 

Indians, selectmen's duty ble, 182. 

respecting 1 i'y List of school societies, 183 
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Lost goods, Co be entered Oaths may be administered 

with town clerk, 140 by town clerk, 9,138 

to use of town treasu- Offices, incompalibilty erf, U 

ry, 125 Overcharges in list, 189 

Lumber, inspectors of, 2 1 9 P 

M Packers, choice of, t 

Marks of impounded crea- Parties in suits, 63 

tores, 138 general rule of law, 233 

Marriages, Sec records Paupers, slate, 47, 1 19 

of, 132 form of certificate, 

Masters and servants, con- Sec. 1 3() 

stable's duty, 1 5 1 town, 44, 63 

Meetings fremen's when and Perambulation, 103 

how, 16, &c. Post-guides, statutes re- 

presiding officer who, 23 specting, 65,66 

preserving order in , 24 Poor, statute for maintain- 
to wn, disorders in, 53,1 51 ing, * 63 
religious society, 231 Pot and Pearl-ashes, inspec- 
forms of notice, 238,9 tors of, 217 
school society, 234 Pounds, statutes for pro r id- 
form of notice, 257 in$», 6T 
Meeting-houses, statute re* duty of constables re- 
specting, 229 specting, § 152 
application to fix, 239 Precincts, or peculiars} 9 
Mile-stones, selectmen's du- Presiding officer at free- 
ty, I '8 men's meetings, 23 
Militia, unable to equip, duty at elections, 26 
Sec. 54 certificate of votes, 26 
Ministers, statute respec- Provisions, inspectors of, 1 21 
ting, 55 Proxies of the freemen, 17 
Moderator, his power, Sec. 53 improperly given in, 1 9 
tf provision extended, 23 

Nails, selectmen's power Q 

kc. 119 Qualification of voters in 

Nomination of assistants, 1 6 town meeetings, 9, 10, 1 29 
representatives in con-" of freemen, 31,34 

gress, 2 1 of representative in con- 

O gress, 22 

Oath, freemen's, 6 1 of voters in society meet- 

general, for town-offi- ing, 56 

cers« 62 It 

society clerk'^ 238 Railing on brieves, Sec, 42 
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Rams going at large, 140 Schools, of a higher order, 

Hates, statutes for collect- 246 

;ing, 71 School societies, their pow- 

"" selectmen's power re- ers, Sec. 242 

' ' specting, 121 having local names, 183 

Records, may be proved by may hold meetings, 250 

* witnesses, 237 School monies, how distrib- 

. . town clerk's duty re- uted, 183 

Specting, 139 apportioned to districts, 

of births, deaths, Sec 132 ^ 246, 254 

Relations liable to pro- applied to ministry, 

vide, U2 233,234 

Religious societies, their. orders for drawing, 259 
powers, &c. 223 School society meetings, no- 

Representatives to assem- lification, 257 

v bly, 16 committee, powers, &c. 

towns may choose 252 

two, 2.0 certificate, 243 

in Congress, 2 i clerk, powers and duties, 

nomination, Sec. 21 263 

qualification, 22 oath, 263 

in case of vacancy, 2 2 treasurer, power, Sec. 265 
order of names, 30 School districts, may jtax 

Returns of votes, in case themselves, 247, 250, 261 
none, &c 29 specially incorporated, 

. upon civil process, 163 248 

upon executions, 167 may tax non -resident s,2 6 1 
on a citation upon pet'u delinquent, 249 

tion, 168 to choose officers, 247 

- upon criminal process, School district committee, 

169 povfers, &c. 260 

Rights, act securing equal, forms, 262 

235 meetings, 247,250,262 

Riots, selectmen's power, dferk, powers, fee, 26? 

&c respecting, 122 treasurer, 266 

formofproclamation,122 collector, 267 

S School masters, powers and 

Sabbath, constable's duty re- duties, 267 

specting, 153 privileges, 369 

Schools, by whom may be School visitors to be appoint- 

kept, 249 ed, 246 

to be visited, 246 to examine, See. 246, 24D 
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School visitors, powers and Sickness, expence, i 
duties, 270 paid by state, 

forms for them, 275 Sign-posts, statute for c 

Sealers of weights, &c. ing, 

choice, of - 8 in societies, 90 

powers, &c. 220 additional statute, 

of leather, 221 Slaves, emancipation of 

Secretary of the state, how constable's duty res 

chosen, 17 ing, 

Selectmen, choice of, 8 Societies religious, po 

may assess towns, fee. 

74, 76, 85 identified with tow 
to make oath to' ac- 55 

counts, &c. 88 State paupers, 47] 

power and doty, • 99 Stocks, statute appofnti 
complaint to county 
court, 114 Suits by communities; 

for Idleness, 115 Surveyors, Sec. of toba< 
indenture, - 116 power, fcc. 
sentence against of highways, choice 
dogs, 123 power and duty, 

Society meetings must be Society treasurer's oath, 

specially warned, 23-1 Swine to he marked, 
Senators in congress, 2 1 statute for restrainhij 
Settlements how gained , 43 Strays, selectmen Vjp 
not without paying tax- respecting, 

es, 44 to be entered with ' i 

Service of writs by a consta- clerk, 

ble, 158 T 

Sewers, selectmen's duty re- Taverns, regulation bf, 
specting, 122 selectmen's powers 

Sheep, regulations respect- specting, 

ing, 86 constable's, duty, &c. 

how inserted in lists, 87 peering, 

to be marked, 15 Tobacco, surveyors of, 

when killed and marks Towns, general power 
concealed, 154 make orders, &c. 

Sheriffs, constables havesim- identified with relig 
ilar power, 154 societies, 55, 

Sickness, in towns, preven- may choose two re 
lion, fee. 87 sentatives when, 
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Cowns, Hieir boundaries, 10 Vice* selectmen's power, &c. 
,■ "not responsible for con- respecting, 130 

"/!.... stables, 172 Vice, town clerks to read 

town clerks, choice of, 8 the law, 141 

> . powers and duties, "132 constable's duty respect - 
^wn clerks, to administer ing, 171 

baths, 10, 138 Votes, for nomination of re- 

to record births, &c. 132 presentatives ia congress, 

i to register deedst 133 31 

compellable to do so, 1 35 when unduly given in, 25 

. certificate of enrolment, returns of, in case of va- 

136 cancy, 22 

^o transmit collector's for governor, Sec. 28, 30 

names, 138 when delivered in, 29 

Town meetings, selectmen's in case of none, &c, 29, 30 

notice, 129 Voters in town meetings, 

Town officers, to be sum-, qualifications, 9, 10, 129 

moned, 128 W 

Ffrtrn treasurer, choice of, 8 Weights and measures, seal* 

. power and duty, . 141 ers of, chosen, 8 

'tespasses, selectmen's du- power and duty, 22 1 

S** *• ■ -HSfe l29 to be prodded,- 95 

reasurer of theVfte how Work-houses, towns em- 

chosen, 17 powered to erect, 96 

'^tbingjmen, choice of, 8,^6 selectmen's power. Sec. 

power and duty, 206 respecting, * 131 

^ forms of complaints, 211 Wrecks, selectmen's power, 

"ice, laws against, how en- 8cc. 131 

forced, 94 Writs of election, in case of 

statutes respecting, to be vacancy, 22 

read, 95 



ERRATA. 

Is requested to correct with hit pen the following erroi 

[ P denotes jxrg*> ' liMe s t top, b ktt&m.) 
17 from b, for * State,' insert ' Statute.' 
he head-line and corresponding title should read c Bi 
Laws.' 

3 from t» ' intrusted,' insert * interested.' 

4 from b, insert ■ or justice,* instead of « of justice.* 
6 from t, erase the s in * officers.' 
19 from b, for ' and,' insert ' any.' 

4 from t, for ' Freemen* insert ' Treasurer.* 
13 from t, for * executions,' -insert ' executors.' 

15 from b, for * howards,' insert 'hay wards.' 
19 from t, erase the s from • commons.* 
1% from b, after ' repair,' insert a colon. 

6 from t, for * hereon,' insert ' herein.' 

7 from t, for ' treasury,' insert • treasurer.' 
6 from t, insert ' shall,* before * be.' 
XO from t» for * every,' iojert ' any* 
% from t, erase • hereby.' _^ 
34> 136, 138, 140, head-line shouJpe^TowN-CLta j 
44, head-line should be ' Constables.' 

5 from b, for ' action,' insert * auction.* 

16 from t, erase the s from • appears.' 
j 7 from t, erase * cyder, ale, beer.' 
13 from t, for ' thirtieth,* insert* twentieth.' 
10 from b, for * bank, whither,* insert 'bank, whatever 
XI from t, insert ' public,' before 'entertainment.' 
3 from b, for ' matter or/ insert, * manner of.* 
1 % from tyJbr^-oises,' insert * causes.' 

for * 193,' insert' 493*' 
5 from t, add an 1 to « list.' 
9 from b, for * four,' insert ( five.' 
a from b, for * foregoing/ insert 'following.' 
13 from t,for* comparing' insert « comprising. 

A few other errors, merely literal, were thought to be too uni 
portant to be particularly noticed. 
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